
Sir, 
I 

A!;l t'''3bly to yo\.(~ ic.Q·~'.~t"'ons : J.;1~ ... ect "t' the af>beeto lJ 
i'i~J.(\ at Anderson's creek last month, a n:l now beg to hand you f\ 

lJl' i ef prel i mi nary report on sanle. 

The deposits are confined to a belt of serpentine rock i n 
the Anderson's Creek basin, which is entered from Bp.Hconsfield lOt 
bt' tween two and three miles west of the township. l'l:i6 hel t ext ent\ " 
fr om Ii· to 2 mil es in length from north to south and i s "bout e· milp 
wilj.e. Its northern part can be reached by ro ad to Leo nardsbur gh , 
1'"ci i ts southern a.nd central par ts by a rough ro ad which, with its 
present deep wheel ruts, is only fit for strong carts. The a rea 
bo rder'ing the creek is Ilightly timbered, hilly, and best explored. on 
foot. 

The chromiferouA magnetite and hae)m;ti te deposits which 
were worked for a time 44 years P.go al so occur in the Ander son 's 
Creek basin. ' 

The district is now being prospected for its asbesto s 
milJ"ral by t wo groups of investors operating from Mel bourne and 
Sydney respectively: M. Paul Charriol of Coll ins s treet, Mel bourne, 
i s carrying out trial work on his 80 acree section 72J2 on the west 

s ide .of the creek, t mile west of the York Town tramway road at 
Leonardsburgh. The J)Urabestos ComparJ¥ 0L.l?i:dney is at wgrk as 
option holders on C. B. Buxton's leases ~ 70 acres, ~ 10 acres 
and L1.t\ 80 "~;".1f;, 1.-.;- 1lIi.!.,' t·, tioe 0 . .1... or. t.l' s "ast side of the creek. 

Aebes.os has been known for over 50 years to exist in this 
area. Although prospecting of some kind or another haa been carried 
on at intervals for a long time, and the ground' has been tmenched 
and cuts made at numerous points, industrial reeults have not yet 
been achieved. Lately the enhanced prices ruling for asbestos 
fibre and the increased uses to which it is being put in modern 
life have led to a renewal of interest in the field, and the two 
groups above mentioned are sending out trial lots of material to 
Melbourne and sydney for testing purposes. 

Only a few words in reference to the geology of the 
district are here necessary. A traverse from Beaconsfield to the 
great Badger Head range which closee in the field of view westwards, 
reveals that that mountain chain is a belt of Pre-cambrian schist 
and slate, to Bome extent copper bearing and auriferous. NQ schist 
is seen east of it. Its junction with the Ordovici an Atrata of 
BfbCOll§fi e' die iRtjlrruphd by an intrueion of basic or ul tra­
basic igneous rock, which under the influence of numerous later 
granitic intrusions has fallen a prey to eerpentintettion result­
ing in the development of aebestos, As in the great Thetford 
vein fibre district in Canada, these intrusions represent abnormal 
varieties of granite . We may figure to ourselves the process as 
being something like the following:-

I , ~~'l,e int ·,u;.!.:;;) o! th .. ul.l·a ;;e.El <: rcckp , ~eridotite and 
pyrox~l1ite. 

2. The sporadic intrusions of granitic rock. 
3. The ma~matic hydration of the ultra basic rock, converting 

it to serpentine. 
4. The fissuring of and differential-movement partings in the 

eeJ'pentine. 
5. The fibrous crystallise.tion of asbestos in the fissures 

and partings. 
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I t will be noted that 3', 4 , and 5 are processes followi ng 
upon and rel a ted to the intrusions under 2 , and this helps us to 
understand how it is that the. occurrence3 of gr anite in the ares. 
R.re favourable indications fo r a sbestos. If ther e ha d been no 
intr'.!si ve granite, there would have been no serpentine and no 
asbestos. I n ac cordance with this ... e find developments of grRnitic 
r ock in the a sb estos-bearing serpentine on both Charriol ' s end 
Buxton' s lea see. In the SW corner of Buxton's 'la-acre lease is 
a belt of peculiar dark granitoid rock (greatly resembling basalt 
in appearance) which abuts on the eerpentine for over t mil e in 
n southerly direction. 

Numerous belts of f ibre-bearing rock traverse the f i eld 
irregularly, but principally from north to south and p RrP.1 l el wi th 
~he expo sures of granite. ·Bands of 1 ean rock separ ate these bel t s 
and nRturally often make economic mining difficult and s ometi,oee 
even impossible. The occurrence of vei ns of asbestos showing at 
Burf " oe, ho"ev:..r# amall the~' ""'.)1 be, indioat ... e ..f avourabl 6-8i tea 
f 0·, pro e;>o c t tnl!, . 

The asbestos varies in character in different parts of 
th e field and in different parts of the same workings . There Rre 
two main varieties of it, namely chrysotlle and hornblende asbestos. 
Beaidea these two varieties, the ueeless picrolite is found in all 
quarries in its usual hard and splintery forms resembling petrified 
woad. • 

The chrysotile occurs in narrow irregular veins or partings 
traversing the rock in all directions and with its fibres disposed 
at right angles to the walls of the vein. The fibre is "hite with 
a slight greenish tinge, and translucent and has a fine silky 
appearance. The veinlets vary from the thickness of a knife edg~ 
to t" and It" and even upwards, but the majority are between l" 
and to. When there is a repetition of successive veins, the rock 
presents a highly characteristic ribboned appeRrance. Sometimes 
long six inch fibre coats the Walls of the rock crevices: this is 
still chrysotile but is known under the term "slip fibre", having 
slipped froIn its originP.1 cross position in consequence of rock 
movements. The slip fibre is wooly or silky and has an apparent 
length of several inches, but this length is not a ctUal, for it 
overlaps owing to the slipping movement. 

The hornblende asbsstos is in the form of long cottony 
fl:- rA p al':?llel · .. i :"h t he w~lB of the partings or fissuree. It is 
n£. drly tl r~ '.Ydrol:i.e ",nd d .... e~ not PC3dllSS tile tensile strength which 
~~ character~tic of chrysw~~le !~bre, b~t it is applicable to 
some or 'EIle uses which have been found for the l a tter. 

Buxton's Leases. 

The option party under the control of !(r.Hartwell Conder 
M. A., h as been prospecting on the three leases. This is perhaps 
the first time that a serious attempt has been made under trained 
control to investigate the resources of these sect:lons. Tyndal's 
quarry was started some years ago and has been worked into the 
hill northwards for a distance of 75 feet by 44 feet i n its widest 
p art and with a face 15 feet in height. The rock is greenish, 
somewhat decayed, serpentine with rotten slickensided partings 
intersecting it at eteep angles. When the option holders came 
here, the quarry face was practically barren, except for a width 
of about 10 feet in the N.W. corner. A prospecting shaft 6' x 3' 
in the clear has been sunk a t the quarry face to a depth of 27 ft. 
from the floor. From 17 ft. down to the bottom of shaft good 
f ibre wae obtained from the east side, but the ground i e poor again 
a t the bottom. Th e fibre here is good cross vein ·chrysotile with 
a 1. (·ngti: ·: .... :lgj . ~g fl' O:n t t,) t :,.l'~h and o :'"aBional ly It inch. 
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A little HE of the above in the NB corner of the 10 acre 
ssction, is an old quarry cut out by the Auetralasian Asbestos co~ 
in 1899 for 100 feet into the hill with a face 25 feet high and a 
short drive. It is in dec~ed ssrpentine from which the old 
Company shipped a good deal of fibrous rock containing long slip 
fibre and picrolitic material. A mineralogical feature of this 
quarry was the oocurrence of a vein of scapolite a foot wide 
associatsd with pink rhodonite. A faw boulders of the scapolite 
are still lying about the approach. 

SQme trenches have been opened up outside the NW corner 
of the 10 acre section, just over the northern brow of the hill, 
showing narrow repeated ribbon veins of gOOd quality chrysotile, 
often only one tenth or one twelfth inch wide. Rock of this 
character no doubt has a milling value, but its present utility 
depends on whether Mainland dealers have more than a limited 
range of requirements. 

_ •. ' ~'¢~_~_" ,,""'-'_' _ .. ,.., ____ -"_,_,'0"'- -. ___ . ~-., _ 

In the flat country south of the hill quarries a series 
of trenches have been opened, exposing patches and belts of 
chrysotile-bearing rOok. A silky cross vein fibre comes from 
these trenehes, generally between t and * inch in length, but 
sometimes accompanied by long slip fibre of euperb quality 6 or 7 
inches long. These trenches are distinguished by the letters 
A, B, C, D, H, F, going north to south. 

MA" is a set of double tren&hes east to west 330 ft. and 
80 ft. respecti_ely.situate about 300 feet north of the south 
boundary of Section 64791K. There ars two belts of good fibre 
rock in the long trench separated by about 20 ft. of lean rock. 
Some of the fibre from thie trench ie the best which hae been 
seen on the field. "B" trench is 200 feet fUrther south in pale 
green serpentine rock and showing fibre from one-sixteenth to 
t inch in length. "C" trench is on the boundary line 100 feet 
further south and has been ariven 60 feet H. and W .• The serpentine 
is a little hardsr and the fibre not quite so plentiful as in 
the northern trenches. SQme picrolite fibre is noticeable on 
the gliding planss of the rOok. 100 feet to the south is "D" 
trench with an old shatt.116 ft. eouth of which is "E" trench. 
About 200 feet eouth of the above is an old tunnel which has been 
driven east with a long approach. SQme good fibre has apparently 
beon obtainsd from this point, as evidenoed by the existence of 
an old knapping floor. 

iIIoabh .1' btll"tlllll1el are some hard knobs of bronzi tic 
rock and no prospecting has besn done in this direction. The 
asbestos area however continues, for some fair chrysotile fibre 
exists for some 200 fest SI of the tunnel; and t mile II are 
surfaoe exposures of exoellent fibre t inch and i inch in length. 
This goes to ahow that almost anywhere in thie field prospeoting 
would disolose fibre. 

A oomplete scheme of prospeoting would mean the extension 
of the preeent p~an of work to the whole of the ground so as to 
make surs of looating all the impertant patches. Ths present plan 
has no doubt been to oarry out as much prospeoting as possible 
with a fixed l1mitedoutl~. As far as operations have proceeded, 
the indications ars that the patches of fibrs-bearing rock will 
be found to be numerous, but of small size. Their number, if 
they are in close juxtapOSition, m~ possibly compensate for 
their Bize. 

The trials have not yet progressed sufficiently to allow 
it to be said that it will p~ to raise and ship the stone in 
bulk to s,ydnoy for mill treatment. possibly with e. little 
impruvement in the per,6E;nt~e of f1o~'e, this could be done. Even 
to res~ct export to ~d cobDed crude fib~e or to select stone 
seems at present to be-~emunerative. The ultimate realisation of 
the asbestos resources here, involves treatment on the spot, so 
as to turn to account all 1 engths and olass.s of fibre. However . 
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the erection of crushing and fiberising plant is prema ture before 
the leaees are prospected throughout, am a better idea gained of 
their capacity to supply the demands of a mill . 

Remarks on Milling. 

Car\p.da sets the r,'il l i n:: practicE' for t he wo rld . producing 
ever 80% of the world' s t ibl' e, '~l. " :' oele brol':en down in the quarry 
is selected and the best fib""" hand piclce ci . Thi s preliminary 
cobbing separates fibre down to three-eight~ of an inch in leng th 
and the shorter fibre goes to t h e mill. After drying by eith er 
air, steam, or in a rotary dryer, the stone is crush ed in a jaw 
s tone breaker and reduced still further in some form of rotary 
crusher. Rolls reduce it to a still finer size B.nd effect a 
preliminary coarse separation of fibre from rOck. The material 
is subsequently fed into a fiberieing apparatus of some kind, 
beaters or cyclone~which separate the fibre from rock by means 
of revolving blades, reducing the material by mutual concussion of 
the constituent grains. The stuff is t h en dischar ged on to she.king 
screens which eeparate the fibre oo~~~ he latter i8 removed 
by exhaust fans and blown into collectors am settling chambers in 
which it is grade. by meane of screens. 

The cost of an asbestos mill of average capacity will run 
to anything between £5,000 and £10,000, dealing with 30 to 50 tone 
of rock per shift. Cirkel, the Canadian authority, estimates that 
1 to It liP is required for treating each ton of rOck. 

The idea of a central treatment plant for the products of 
both the northern and southern parts of the Anderson's Creek field 
is an alluring one. The ~gifil1lli~ ~his .will eventually have 
to be studied, though the U_e~.4.f.!$i:bre · ;mllitate ag8'l.nst it. 

8~operations are by no means sufficiently advanced yet for t he idea 
t~ b e wi th:.r. range of r~ a.::. i eati->n. The 11mj ted extent of work in 
t .... is field :naterially hampare B proper apprEciation of its resources, 
and it may even be that a fUll developmen. of these will not be 
brought about Just now, but it is almost certain that the deposits 
will Ultimately be better utilised than present markets will admit Of . 

For the moment the economic value of Buxton' s leases 
depends upon whether Australian buyers have a connection which w111 
enable them to absorb the short fibre material. Even so, their 
permanent value will depend on the size and character of the ore­
bearing patches yet to be disclosed by prospecting. 

P. Charriol'e Seotion. 
---------------------

No. ~ 80 acres. 

This i8 situate It mile up Anderson's Creek and about t 
mile west of it. Two roads give accees to the lease, one the 
Leona.rdllburgh ro ad from Beaconsfield, the other a longer but better 
one round by York Town. The country rock between the creek and 
the mine is serpentine, interrupted on the BE boundary of the 
section by one of the intrusions of granitoid rock so character­
istic of this serpentine-asbestos field. A quarry has been 
excavated in rotten fissured serpentine rock to a depth of 25 feet. 
Partings in the decayed rock, 4" to 6" wide dip towards the north 
and are filled wi til long a ebtlB ~iform fibre I ranging from 6" to 
~ ~. in length. Two or tn~ee tons of fitre and fibrous rock have 
been broken out and eelected from a forma 'cion width of 10 to 15 
feet: other formations also appear in the face. The rock partings 
are open and have admitted much surface water, in addition to 
which the quarry has been full of water for a considerable time, 
80 that the fibre as mined is mOist, clammy, and discoloured . 
When dried over a fire its colour turns to a pure dead white. 
There is an extreme range in the character of the fibre in this 
~uarry . 
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The bulk,however, consists of a cotto~ fibre between 
6" and l' in length, which is easily separated with the fingers. 
It is plainly of a different type from the chryeotile worked on 
Buxton's sections and has none of the greasy feel po ssessed by 
chrysotile. Mr,Card of the Mining Museum, Sydney, informs me 
tha t in appearance it ie quite like the amphibole variety found 
at Gundagai, New ,South Wales, The analyeis now in progress by 
th e Government Assayer indicates by the lime content and the 
anhydrous nature of the fibre that its place is in the h ornbl ende 
asbestos group and not in the chrysotile division. 

A rather peculiar feature of the occurrenoe is the 
uEsociation with the fibre of some hard veinstone composed entire­
ly of felspar. The precise nature of this stone is still to be 
determined by microscopic,al examination. It often occurs in the 
heart of bunches of fibre, and again sometimes it is itself 
traversed by veinlets of asbestos . In this connection it may be 
ment ioned tha.t at the 51 angle of the leaee is a somewhat allied 
rook fleokM with-l.ona 'ol..a4a4 ~¥u"e. of emphjb~ .• (hor~ende). 
The fibre is rather weak, but a good deal of this may be due to 
long soaking in water during the time thnt oIle quarry has be en 
fl ~oded. The rel40val of the moieture by heet also tenus to make 
t h e staple more 'trittle. With more cover I anticipate an improve-
1T,"nG in the sd reSllectB. In the 1,81i&ll bornblende asbeetoe mines 
the ~xper1ence 1e that &s the work1nSB ao de~per in the serpentine , 
t he fibre becomes Bofter and better. ThiB fJ.bre ought to be of 
use for such purposes as demand heat · resisting qualiti es. The 
Italian asbes toe is used for gas stoves, mill board~, etc . Cirke~ 
contra"ting the Italian hornblende asbestos a ni the Cp.nadian 
chrysotile, says: - "Both the Cana.dian and Itali em varieties possees 

" aome fine qualiti~s and characteristics and each finde its sp ec i al 
"application. llanufacturers even say that in some cases a mixture 
"of both gives better results; and is superior' to the best quality 
"of either of them used separately'.· 

The asbestiform .serpentine known as picrolite has been 
found in this quarry in l arge splintery fragments. This is a form 
usually common in the serpentine of chrysotile mines. 

There seem to be several bands of fibre rock in the face 
of the quarry, and the exposed seams ought to yield a moderate 
quantity of material. The conditibns indicate the necessity of 
continuing the face into the hill and seizing every opportunity 
of increasing the amount of cover, so as to free the workings 
from the influence of surface water. considering the quantity 
of fibre which may be anticipated, the ides of a treatmen t pl ant 
~uggests 1£Sel? S me small ' drying arrangemen would be desirable 
even a t t he pre sent stage , if a market is assured f or the product, 
'o \.lt 1 t wo ull b e adv i sab:. a '0 continue the quarry workings further 
EU'U open out the faces bel or e th~l;k::'ng of the erection of a 
dressing plant. Even a small plant eats up the supply of ore 
remorselessly. The m1l1ina machinery required for dealing "ith 
the long hornblende asbestos differe oonsiderably from the fiber­
ising plant of a chrysotile quarrYi it is more complicated and 
the fibre is more difficul.t to treat. 

The first task which the leesee has to set ,himself is to 
make sure of a market for t h is p articular fibre, and then to lay 
out the workings which are still in axyXxt.t'JTTwtttIkXKtag.~ 
strictly an initial stage. 
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---------------------------------
~ Gals aa .ppnltillat •• atiaah ... b. aode at u,,' preu nl 

atage. &h. p.r _&aco .t tlwo 1a Ul .... ok DOt bdns: 'y~1. 
.t.&b1l .... MAl ... .,. l1n1. pl.aa.o 0Ya11ab1e ror fO rrll1 ng a 

prop.r ,._ .,. tA • .uU ..... n.. 1'ar,.t Ulo •• tp",!. of .. I.on. 
1I.10S 481'1 ..... fro. t .he la11l quarrlo. ancl ,..rt. fro. ucav&Uone 
1n the tl &t t\~, .• t...... \b.Q II1AlJItc Cf;>.~ .,111 be ff ect.." by t.he 
prolportiolS 0:: ' !":Irk .... r1.d all t Ul~ .. _.,.0."" polat.... It. looks 
"" 1f !~lY g •• lIalf. if alit _1' .. ot &b. roclt brok.o 'Wo uld go 
t.o I. .e ."oU la •• ,. p.na»_ 0 .... 1'1 ·_aJl ...-:perUoa be cobbed, 
and the r_aiad.r N II111H. .1'Ao ... ok ataIt' 31.ld $i of fibre 
or i ~ 1II1allt. ¥lelcl lo,t. .... -.pU .......... &1"00 ."en alOl·ot. but 
1. 1e 'IllanU'l •• b"a b.OI1 \00 ..all fill' .oalai"e rlll"u1h. 1n 
CGnad. the 8lltr .. UIIIl 1'_0 tro. 6 &.0 10· per o.nt . for ord1na ry 
cro ~p f1br. 0114 frea 7 to 12 pe .. 0 •• '. t.r 811p f1bro. 
; .• ausJalr • ""'''81'7 ~ 101. " .. 1111 .... :pe .. lb10 for the f1br. 
to bo produoM laOI'. tor doll' 110 pOI' MIl ., yorko sih, excl",a1'lJe 
of aMo.woat ex~ .. o. derp .. oa1aUon 011 plaa' anet cartqe to 
~ "nutl Poiat or Y.rk TOWD. 

- , 
It 1. la' ..... 'iN , ... t. uaat Kr .lIl. atebtord of th .. 

Grolog1cal Gur"ey of - •• t.rD Aaotrolia •• ttaat •• 'b. coot or 
produo1 ... OI'1Mlo tl1ln a' th. P11l1ar. ·tl81' ia "t.ha' !> t.otft and plAc-
1nS it oa a 10~ .r forotaD ..net. laO .. , n.eHiaa 120 .. or ton. 
A t.", t.OD. of orllio ., ... 0 ... t. -*1 fro. .. •• "U;1 •• I'll bara, 
1 n 1908 anet 1909. "'&1 u04 at .140 and .1154 p.r tOD ro.p.cU "017 • 



Returns. 

The Brades of fibrp. i n the a 6be~tos tr/lol! IIrf' n o t 
etvndardi~ed /In ri a r e d ifferen t a t differp.nt mineo. ~o that little 
informati on can be gleaned from mere quotations. I n nomp cnse~. 
tl.e grade s are g overned by the leng t h of fibr e. in oth",·" by its 
qunl i ty I in otherA ~y ~ en~tr. <:In.~ fJ.unli t .'" cO'tbineo. ThlHi r,j rk0) 

---~. -~ •• t he! ~":"'1""'i.j ·1 c'.il-.:. f .. ::>:e abu u t 1" long an'" "10 .2 fro m! " 
tv lfl , Oth el' :!: ~..r1{el; g rfi1re"""--,,,*r a':41]0e compr! tl~ 510.1 icrr--'1" an'" 
No.~ averag ing t", the length u~ed for spinning nn~ ~~nv in. be ing 
from three-eighths to over one inch. The milling fibr" is gener­
ally classed in three grades, worth from £2 to £20 p el' ton in 
CAnari a, the third grade being the shortest (or "paper stock" a~ 
i t is called in the trade) with IJ value of £2 to £3 per ton. 

The crude fibre which commands in Canada a price of from 
£30 to £60 per ton i s stat ed to be wo rth £200 and upward ~ in 
l.u~ trRli", but reliable informat io n a bout Australian prices is in 
t Ile possession only of the firms wh o control the local market. 

The bulk of the chryeot~l e which WOuld be 'lion from the 
Anderson 's Creek field would prob abl y range between the ~" and 
t " lengths. 

The annual production of asbestos in Canada i~ i n the 
Ilel g hbourhood of 100,000 tons and the profits are stated on good 
autllority to be small. With t il e higher value s ruling in Au"trali a, 
tl'e margin of profit on locall ,\' minp.o ore is likely to be e; res.ter. 



~uality 01 F-ibre. 

Good asbestos fibre is silky to the feel, strong in the 
staple and has great heat resisting capacity. The tensile strength 
and infusibility can only be established by practical or experiment­
al tests: the other qUalities may be determined by inspection ~.nd 
handling. The Anderson's Creek best chrysotile is flexible and 
soft and passably strong when tried in the hand; its behaviour in 
the fire seems also good, but systematic investigations and trialp 
are necessary for any authoritative assertions in these respects. 
All that can be said at present is that, judging by its appeA.rance, 
it is suited for the usual uses to which asbestos is put. 

The long fibre on Charriol's section can hardly be 
appraised yet" 'for the workings are not sufficiently advanced to 
get rid of the effects of the water in the quarry. Water weakens 
the fibre and drying it by heat weakens it still more, BO that for 
the present it is impossible to judge its real quality, and this 
must be borne in mind in connection with the remarks on this 
section. The long white cottony fibre of this quarry o1!.gh t to 
C0I!1Dl8rH; an Austra.lian market for boil er covering and kindred uses. 

Thesllky chr1sotil'e' of lIuxton' B l."ealfes will meet a 
demand for best quality all fibre. If any AUlltralian lIlfI.rket can 
bE' '~epsllded u",on, ~he bulk of the Anderson' e Creek ma.teriru. will 
~E' uqet. stort fibre can now be used in numer~us directions. 
AsbeF<to s roofing Slate and boards, pipe coverings, etc., are using 
up la,rge quanti ties of medium to short fibre. Fibre one,.eighth 
inch upwards can be used for mill bOard. A certain quantity of 
short fibre material is employed for ~lectric fittings, flooring 
etc., and the powdered waete comee in for refractory bricks, 
furnaces and the like. In short, the introduction of milling 
methods has made available large tonnages of short fibre which 
used to be relegated to the dumps. 

« 



section 74i4 80 acres: B .Cond"l', 

This section is south of and adjoining C.B.BuxtOll'S 
80 acres lease, and has recently been taken up for proepecting 
the extension of the asbestos belt eXisting on the northern 
properties. It is stUl in the serpentine aree. and no doubt 
fibre rock will be found in it. 

400 feet south of the bridge which crosses Andel'son' e 
Creek and on the east eide of the creek is a ~arry which was 
worked for a time by the Talllllanian ~... ~t~-:-r 
for ornamental building stone. The quarry has a face opened to 
a depth of 15 t~ 20 feet. The derriok f~r lifting the stone 
is sti~l there and some blocks of hMn. and squared stone 3 or 
4 feet x 2 feet x 1ft. 6 in. are lying about the qu~.rry rendy for 
shipment. 

The attempt to establish an industry wac a laUdable <we 
and'i"t iete-l&ttLreareY'lled"that"U 1ft'd·iI.~ll!t with greater BUCC"~S, 
The stone is a dark green mottled serpentine and would. take a 
good poliBlI. It is however traversed by innwnerable parallel 
partings only an inoh or two apart, which while enhancing the 
beauty of the p~ared stone will inevitably cause the rock to 
break aw~ when sawn into thin slabs: and it is possible that 
ths same tsndency will develop in the solid blocks if left exposed 
to the weather long enough. This feature is common in serpentine 
rocks allover the world, as they are notorious for bad jOinting. 
OWing to these flaws, eerpentine is a specially weak buildinR 
stone, besides which it weathers in a w~ detrimental both to 
the SOlidity and appearance of the stone if used for outside work. 
For ornamental and interior work the rock, is highly prized, Elnd 
with a greater popUlation and increased demand for decorative 
work and articles de luxe, probably a nice little trade will be 
developed. At present the demand has to be created and care taken 
not to put the stone to a wrong use which will' militate against 
success later on. ~. 

----------

-
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Prollpects of the Field .. 

-----------------~ 
!he'field ill just in that condition that it may, if the 

indulltry ie foster.It, devl!lUli into a pa,ys,ble enterprise. Pre~ent 
prices are eneouragins. IJlfa"ma.hon from the Commonwealth offices 
in London ie to the effeot that every particle of asbesto~ is 
now worth £20 a ton: in this caee, the market pricee in Austral in 
ehould be higher than thie and should be lIuch BS will enable the 
Anderllon's Creek deposits to be worked at a profit, if workable 
concentrations of any size can be exposed. preliminary work of 
a prospecting nature on a rather extensive Bcale Beems necessary 
in order to establieh the tonnR.ges available, and th1e must be 
done before the installation of a treatment plant can be thought 
of. !be Department has been aeked all to the pOBsibility of 
sube1die1ns such work, and if it proved sat1efactory, of further 
sube1die1ng the erection of a fiberis1ng plant and fine.lly of 
providing a bonus on the initial output. These propo~ale will no 
doubt receive careful conaideration. 

S_e ta.rll .. "'an expreil'll"d' that the asbeBtcB veins are 
merely superfioial phenomena: but this is not the case. The 
formation of asbestos waB a deep Beated procssB and the fibre will 
be found in the serpentine at all depths. ~uarrying, however, may 
be expeoted to be the mode of mining it, as sinking and driving 
underground ill hardly likely to be, remunerative except where the 
ore body ill eztenllive and the fibre of high grade, If prospecting 
discloses any broad zone. of fibre rook, the outlook for the 
field will be encouraging. At present the prollpecting work 
appears to be juat on the border land between pa,yable and unpa,y­
able reaUlts, and it would require only a .lightly greater meaBure 
of auccess tc turn the balanca • 

• 
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