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PROSPECT AT #FCRD RIVaR, UFFiR BLASSIRGTUN

Three Lamnceston men, Kessrs. . Pitule],
Y. Cyran and A, Sharp are interested in a prospect Bituated
on the Ford kiver, near i‘pper Blessington in Northern Tasumanis,
This +«as discovered by <., Pitule) who submitted samples to the
Government Chemist. On assay, these samples showed vpprecisable
amounts of tin and copper 80 that an examination by olficers oi
this lepsrtment was sought.

This prospect 1s situated in the bed of the Ford
river some 8% ghains south=south-west of the 7ord [iver bridge
on the .Launcesion - - 08€s8 jler road, three miles beyond the Upper
Blessington turnoff apd about 33 miles [rom isunceston. i cart
road leading from the Roses Tier koud may be followec for GU
chaine until the valley floor narrows. ‘‘he prospect 18 loceoted
on land that has been set aside a®s ¢ Lcenle Reserve,

The topography of this district has been dominated
b, the influence of large sills of dolerite intruded intic the
vermian and landscape presents an appearance of e series of terraces,
ihe lowest ore is the alluvial plsin or the Ford river, the next
the top of the Mathinna Leries and the two upper are expresuions
of two dolerite sills. Into the iathinna .eries plaiforw the
“ord Hiver has carved s steep sided valley, the river running ut
several hundred feet below,

The principal rocks outeropping over this ares and
those which carry any mineralisation are alternstin: beds of slates
and gusrizites assigned to the kathinna Series, wometimes thece
different faclies are of very narrow width, one bed oi guarizite
neasured belng only a few inches wide. The effects of stresses
#re more noticeable in the more incompetent elate heds, anc these
ir ~laces especlally where abutting on guartzite beds have been
twli:. ted and melLamorphosed to such an extent that they msy almost
be described as schists containing large amcunts of nica, For
purposes of brevity however, the name slates 18 used 1n this
report to designaile the more nryilluocsul members of the series.
ihe strike of these rocks is sbout 320" end 18 fairly conetant
over the area examined. Some 40 chains upstresm {rom the prospect
s more recent fault occurs wholly within this series. It shows
o8 A linear feature on the aerial photographs and it 1s also
1oticeable that the argillacecus facies to the south of the fault
hze not suffered the same degree of shearing as that to the north.
In the former instance, the slates are esctually slates and not more

akin to schists, as they are to the north. ‘the fault is post
minerslisation.

On the inner e.uge of the yathinns .erles terrace
and also in the bed of the Ford upstream from the prospect, among
boulders of dolerite, may be found boulders of and pebbles from
a Permian conglomerate. No nctual outcrop of this rock was
observed and no very great thickness of this bed can he expected,

as the lower dolerite sill was probably intruded near the buse of
the Permian. ’

In the neighbourhood of the Pord river crossing are
larpe acreages of Recent alluvial flats.Outeropping in the northern
part of the erea examined is portion of the foset iier grsnite
massif, These outcrops are very close to the grenite roof which
sppears 1o dip to the south under the kathinpa serles, This
granite 18 composed of quartz, oligoclase fe¢lspar and blotite with
suhsiduary smounts of hornblende and orthoclase.

A portiom of the lower dolerite sill of the 3en
iLomond plateau extends into the mapped area. The folulny of the
ikathinna geries has caused differentiel move:sent between the more
mussive gquartsites and the argillaceous beds, intvo these !
movement planes which appear to he best develo. ed perzllel and




normal to the strike of the rocks have permesated miieralising
-olutions, Most of these solutions appear to have deposited
barren silics but oceoasionally sulphide minerals may be
observed and as shown in certain assays there 18 a percentage
of tin sometimes present. slthough these gusrtz veins appear
sironger and betier defined in the slates, they do occur gulte
comronl, ir the yuarizites, though here they are more sporadic.
“here appears to be no replacement of country rock.

The actual prospect which occurs in the bed of
the Pord, consists of two converging quartz veimns ol 1 1o 3
inches in width and a cross vein of smaller size, ‘“hese occur
rnear the boundary of a slate-guarizite bed, Three samples
were taken from here and thelir position 1s indiested on the attached
Bietche. The first take: over G feeti, including poriion of the
"three veins showed:=

Tin - Trace
Copper - Ml
zm - 002;
gold & Gilver - Fl

ihe second was taken over three feei, where the two mailn veln-
converged and showed:-

Tin - w1l
Copper - Qe 1&'
Zino - Dol
agold - Ml
silver - Ldwi./tom.

The third, of selected material from the two veins, showed:-

Tin . 0. ' ”
Copper -~ O.2%
Zine - 1.35
gela - Kil
gilver <« 10dwt./ton.

Three other samples, taken from other guarts veins in this area
showed negative results for tin and copper.

These results indicate that while some quartz velns
may contain & little tim, most of them, and the countiry rock itselrl
are barren, The small size of the veins themselves an. the small
amourt of tin they contaln is discouraging. From Lhis examination
it does not appear that the prospect can have any vconomic value.
lre Pitule) is of the opinic: that these veins would incresse ;restly
inp widih at depth but there is no evidence for this.

It is interesting to note that tin, copper and zinc
occur in the same samples, This indicates that this prospect is
located on overlapping metalliferous sones and it would be expected
that as the granite was approached at depth the ratio of iin to
covper and Einc would inerease, ;

The possibiliiy of ulluvxal tin oeccurring ir the
recent wash, north of this prospect 1d not be ovcrlo ked,
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