
REPORT OH THE TRACK FRCJI PIEIWf RIVER TO 

IliURVIEW RIVER IIINElIAL FIEIDS 

The Bum of £100 had previously been spent 

to clear &Dd cOndition the track from Piemen River to the camp 

(j) 

at the InterYiew tungsten deposits. 

track to a width of 4 feet. 

This work cleaI'ed a walking 

done. 

Considerable additional work has now been 

The track has been opened out to at least 6 feet Wide, 

some forming haa been done in the approaches to creeks and three 

bridges have been rebuilt. 

The route chosen i8 unfortunate. It is 7 

miles 46 chains long. It parallels the coast just inland 

crOSSing 17 creeks and the Interview River. These crOSSings are 

important since the creek gullys are steep and .contain thick 

scrub. The actual creek orossings are fords with no firm bottom 

although in Some Oases it may not be very deep. Unsuccessful 

attempts at oulverts oonstruction have been mede in one or two 

crOSSings by plaoing light poles in the mud. Each creek crossing 

unbridged i. a potential boghole for any mechanised transport. 

A Imost all the remainder of the route is 

on open button grass plains. A rew heavy tussocks have been lev­

elled with the tractor but otherwise this greater part of the 

route is unimproved. 

A more detailed list or the work and 

description of the track as it stands is appended. 

It is difficult to arrive at a sensible 

estimate of the oost of the work on the track. I)s remoteness 

would impose high transport costs on any organisation operating in 

the area end it is probable that workmen w~ld demand of their 

employeD additional induoements and facilities to work in this 

10call ty. 



Further the work done on the track is 

almost sntirely hand labouY ~oh is the most costly. Apart 

from cleering scme llght acrub, levelling tussocke and hauling 

stringers for brldgework the llght caterplllar-type traotor 

has malnly been used for haullng supplles, fuel for ltself and 

traok maklng equlpment on a small sledge. 

It ls to some extent irrelevant to polnt 

out that the work could have been done more efflclently, effec­

tlvely and ohe'ply by uslng suitable meohanlsed equipment. The 

transport dlfficultles confrontlng lts use are enormous if not 

lnsurmountable. 

Ignorlng the addltlonsl coat lmposed by the 

locallty and dlffloulty of aocess and oonslderlng only the effec­

tive work done on the trsok its coat by the methods employed is 

estlmated as approaohlng £600 - aay £660 at the most. However 

much effaotive labour time ls wasted in moving men, as they must 

walk to and from camps' to worklng placeeon the track. Also 

mistakes In.organlaetlon, breakages, or any phese of the work 

requlrlng normal servioes and facilltles could prove very costly. 

When these factors are taken into consideration it is obvlous 

that lt would requlre very detailed plannlng and efficient organ­

isatlon to avoid more than doubllng the cost. 

The traok as lt stands is not of great value 

in the lnvestigatlon and expbration of the mlneral resources of 

the state. It is of value only as a pack Frack snd horses could 

be used on 1t wlthout further lmprovement. To open the trock 

to jeeps or motor traffic would 1nvolve rebu11dlng all the creek 

crosslngs with sldl1ngs of su1table grade. In effect the work 

slrsady done apart from the possible use of the three larger bridges 

would be lost. 

If the track were to be used as a welking 

track then a better and less tedlous route is available as 1nd1-



cated on the sketch map. This alternative route is only ~l 

miles,'. it is almost all in open country. and c.,.,sses only six 

creeks and the Interview River. Further the creek crossings, 

because they are farther inland are in wide Shallow depressions 

rather than gullies. 

unbridged. 

This route is of course unmade And 

Although the work may have opened a track 

to the Interview River mineral field which is of greater advan­

tage to workers on the field than a pack track,from the pOint of 

view of regional mineral exploration and investigation,we heve 

7i miles o:t'kood peck track opened northwards from the Pieman 

River. 

REGIONAL GEOLOGIST 

-



DETAILS OF WORK DONE ON TRACK FROM PIEMAN RIVER TO THE 

INTERVIEW RIVER MINERAL FIELD 

Piemap Rif'i: A steep approaoh about 5 teet wide risestrom 
the wa er abOu 0 teet to a rough hut. The hut approximately 
10' x 12' haa a partly galvanised partly paling roof with a gal­
vanised chimney. 

From the.hut·to the top of the hill is 
appro,.imately 10 ohaina and although torming has not been necessary 
all the way the traok has been opened out nicely to a width of 5 feet 
through the thiok scrub. The torming is earthwork and would 
reQuire little if any explosives. 

Open buttongrass then to firat crossing. 

Creek 1: 1'10 culvert and a muddy crossing with steep grpdes 
in· and out. 

Creek 2: I'Ic cuI vert a nd a III1ddy crosBing but the grades at 
the approaches are more reasonable. 

Creek 3: The grades are too steep for a jeep. 
and muddy orossing. . 

1'10 culvert 

Creek 4: 
crossing. 

Reasonable approaches. No culvert and a muddy 

Creek 5: Eytremely steep slopes (impossible for a jeep) 
No culvert and a muddy crossing. 

Up to thia point the route has been in open 
button grass exoept tor the creek crossings but very light scrub 
is now coming in. 

Creek 6: Not imposeible but steep approaches to a muddy 
crossing with no culvert. 

Creek 7: Smell shallow muddy gully. 

The scrub between creeks i8 heavier. 

Creek 8: The. crossing is jilt at the 'top ot a small waterfall. 
The approaches have good gr. de and the oroBsing is le88 muddy with a 
few pmies presumably as cording in the creekbed. 

Creek 9: 
approaches and 
trouble here. 

Light scrub between oreeks age in. 

Croased at the junction of 2 creeks. Very steep 
bog holes. at the bottom. Even the trr..ctor has had 

So far no forming has been done where the trock 
enters and leaves the creeks. The direct spproach in and out of 
these gullies is responaible for the steep grades. 

Creek 10: About 80 feet of forming to 5i' wide down 8 steep 

----------- -------- -
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approach. A few light poles as cording in the creek bed and an 

exoessively steep grAde out. 

Heavie. aorub between creeks. 

Creek 11: Very steep approaches snd a rough bridge of 
parallel heavy polea across the deep rock stream bed. The 
bridge is about 10 faet long and 8 feet wide. The stony 
approechesmeke forming difficult. 

Creek 12: Excessively steep approaches fi little forming on 
the inward Side, rooks etc. on the outward side. A few cording 
poles in the creek. 

button grass. 
Between this creek and the next is open 

Creek 13: Ford Creek. The approach is steep. About 80' 
of forming has been done with a very sharp turn on to the bridge. 
This forming ia heavier although a.ly to 6i' wide. Rocks have 
been blasted in one or two places. The bridge is about 30' 
long x 8' wide and has two renewed heavy stringers in place under 
the traffic and two old lighter ones on the outsides. It is 
cross-decked with rough slabs which are spiked to the stringers. 
Additional new decking Slabs have been used but ma~are old ones. 
Very light pole fenders. 

end badly formed. 
impossible to get a 

The outward approach is also very steep 
It would be very difficult but perhaps not 
jeep through this orossing. 

Open country through to the neyt creek. 

Creek 1.4: Muddy ford with a very steep bank out. 
potent a1 bog hole. . Another 

Very light scrub to the Rocky River. 

Creek 16. tpokr River: Very steep grade into the river, 
the slope Is 14 or sbout1. in 4. Formation for about 240 feet 
is sbout 6i feet wide and ia for moat of this distance quite 
heAVY w1th blaat1ag 1n one or two pIsces. A very sharp turn 
onto the br1dge. 

['": .-.:. The bridge 1s 5' 5" wide (between fenders) 
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a nd has 5 stringerp. Two new stringers have been l a id to 
the centre bed. Rough Slab crossdecking with very light 
pole fenders. 

- -
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. On the ' far side of Rocky River there is 
approxLmately 120 feet of forming up a s l ope of over 150 ( 1 in 4) 
a nd then leaser forming 8S the grade flattens And r ocky granite 
boulders occur on the trAck. It would be impossible to get a 
jeep through as there are three Side gullies on this northern 
approach to Rooky River wi th very steep pinches in a nd out. 

Open unimp~oved button grass between Rocky 
River and Interview River but there is a nasty bog hole just 
before the Interview crossing. 

Interview River: The approach includes a grade of 1 in 4 
with about 80' of forming to about 5i feeet wide. A s mall 
tributary with spars in the ford is crossed in the appro[ ch to 
the River itself. 

There is no other forming wo r k in this 
approach. 

The bridge is 64' long And 7~ fee t wi de -
8' to the eytremes but there are no ~ tender loge. There are 
four new stringers running from ba nk to bAnk over " centre pylon 
which ie reinforced with two new light spars. The bridge is 
a high level bridge a nd was originally wider with t hree stringers 
a nd p~lon c aps. The new spars sre up to about 2 f eet largest 
(butt) diameter). 
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There is a steep grade out of the Interview 
The country is theoopen button grass. 

Creek 16: On button grass but there is an eTtremely 
steep short pinch out. 

Creek 17: Another swampy place with a steep rise out. 
There are two other swampy depressions on the button grass 
between here Bnd the workings. 

The track has been made both with regsrd 
to grades Bnd width to t . ke a crawler type tractor with a track 
wah of 4'6". This machine pulled a sledge 3'6" wide and 
6' 2 " long with an overhang to increase its carrying ccpac1ty. 
The tractor is the only mechanised unit capab l e of negoti6ting 
the narrow track at present. There i8 rough pasture area in 
the vicinity of the Interview mineral field and it is pos s ible 
that horses coul d mor e effectively have been used for haulage 
of the bridge logs, sledge etc. The tractor has the adva ntage 
of power take off for the mine pumps, etc. but A small power 
unit would possibly serve this purpose. 


