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R. F. Irvine Esq.

Dear Sfr.

ipg, av righv,angles vO vDe resfs of vh9 disvrlcv. A series 'o~

oo:::'ss' pu-c. ,down by vhe 'rasmanian Gbvernmen", proved "he "axis"Oen~

,Of h~avywash ,a-c., dep"hs vaI'ii~ng' from' :1751'" vo 270fv., In one of

vn~se bores gold was repqr;ved from' "he lowesv gnavel, of whIch

vnere was 61'" ,lOIn in "hickDess, a" a d~pvh of 263fv from sur~~~

On vhe- wesverri slde of' vhe basalvic arila a snafv 'was sUnk 3431'"

by vhe Easv Plna:fore G. M. ,CdYy Thls'ShaI'v was sunk wlvh ;a vl.~·i
,

'of pIcking up a corivinu~vibn 'of'vhe New flna1'orereef. Hard bae-

,al1:. be'ingsvrUClr"a~ waier malting ravher f:eel y , 'Iv vias decid¢

va bOre wivh'aiamond drill frqm, "he oov-c.om'of s~af-c.., Tnls was

~ , I

In comp;Uance w.f:t.h your req ue'sv, I fiorl Have plli&-

Sur9 in "furnishirig you. I'ii:r.h, a repor" 'qn "(,he Lefroy Deep Lead.

-"ThIs L'ead 113 overlaId w:i:vh bas.al"(" ;and appears vO be runn-

cqne and bo-c."om reachedia-c. 240f-c. 'fro~ surface. qampl.s qf -c.he

wash 'obwain",d were carefully "es"ed ,and f'ail~ed ,,0 give "he fain-

"es-c. -c.raoe of gold. No-c.hing, 'daurrted "he 'iCqmpany pU13ned on wi"h

sinlHn'g of shatv and afvsr IpnUmerabl~-dlfficul:r,itls succeed,ed in

_I~aGhing bovvom, 'whIch, was dlppfng, very basv SQuvh Eas". ?ampl~

qf "he wash "alc~n fI'om' all over "he' bOvvom or: 'shatv viere "esvtfd

I·
•

,cu't, 'in ,c' oSBeu", and evel'ivually dipped dd'Wn vO vhe bOvvom of croos

,and 'in '""ach Case ,encQuI'aging prospecvs 'of gol,d were obvained,'

whIch shaws vhe fa1l:acy ,of plaCing' voo much "relianoe bn vhe

)

Dl~mond DdllfQ'i ,proving -c.h9

:a, 'CDOsscuvwas drivsn- sou~ha

eXlsvenceLof gold in wash. Av 26~
- ----J

cisianoe 'of 170fV. The wash was
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cm::., where "(,h,eNew l"ina:rore raef' was ·also me"(, w'i"(,h., "(,his' was ,a"C­

. 851"" from shlif'''(,. The I'eef" nere was 8 '0;1:' 10 f,es"(,wide & canl'i;td
Ill; '< (,,3 r..t-,~ . . ,

" ' a ':li'\;"le gold. The was where f'its"(, 'ti8.pIJ';id ,11"(, bach' of" crqfiscu"(,

!,carrHfd p'ay,able prospec"s', ,alid 'a" "(,hEl b~;c."(,om Yd,ghly payabl!e

prospec"(,s were ob"(,ained., .i)ample's glving ,as high as ~ aw"(, per

"dish, "(,hw gDlil was wellwauerwb;r-n' ,and 'ot' ,a coarse l1a"(,ure./ As 1't

was impos51bfe "(,0 driVB e~s"("a"(, "(,hi'i3 level owing, "(,0 "he ree!' ,ai'Ii

wash. dlpping underf'oot. in "(,118,"(, 'u1rec't1an, work' was conf'Ined 'tIa

driving wes"(,on "(,he co~se of "(,he reef', ,and prdsPec~ing, "(,fi8wa~

on "(,he nor"(,h side. The develqpmEln"(,s in "(,h8 wash were sUf''ricfem.

-e.o Viarr,ant. -e.ne 'erec"ibn 'of" ,a slufcing plan" and a f'aTr qi:tan,,:f-e.y
"

wash was exii:ac'tled bu"(, "h9 'resul"s were ria"(, sUf'f'~clen"l;r goCd

con'tlinue wor'kfn "na"(, alreo"(,~on. The ;amburi"(, 'of' gold won ,f'ran
~ , - { ,

of' wa'WI'worn gqld.

1'1,,'(,19 s'uccess bU"(, havi'rig only a linii"(,edamoun"(, ·of' tiBCKs i"(, '~as

dgemed ,advlsable "(,0 :sink "(,h9 ~fiaf"(, .a "ftiI'''(,her nI'''(, na:v only "(,0 &Ui

more oacKS 'on "(,be' reef" blrCo ,a1'.so "(,0. cu"(, "(,he 'i<{asn .a"(, 'a grea"(,er
, .

}~
d'ep"(,h by. '«rIVing, Eas"(,l!>n "(,he I'es'f'. /The No 2 level was opened

I 'O~'c. [a"(, 3~ 'f'rqm su;rf:ace~an'd 'the New ,Pihil.f'oI"'lri3ef'again .in"e~
,2f/V'r~,' ,

sl:lc"(,e'd a"(, 1l0f'''(,. 'rhl"s Vi:as drIven on f'or ,a dis"aric9 0:f 88tt. F.,,&.., .. ,.

,a.rid :not" WEls"(,.. tn "(,he 1<a"(,"(,erclri'IS "(,ha reer ~as weH det'lned

,and. snewed plen"(,'? of' ·s"(,Qne, ,and a "(, -c.l~s some very rft:h, pu"(, small

pa"(,ches' dr s'ta~ wereob"(,B;lned. The reef' going sas"(, was ma-c. s~,. ,
~ll defined, caused ,"(,hraugh 'a bar at' blaCK slaue cam1ng in, Ani

,.
was no" p~rsevered wi~h, ma~nly owing "(,0 -c.he Sha~halders havirg



'0
b~come dishaar~ened wi~h ~hadifftcuJ~ies & disappoln~~ents enoo

Iun~erad by vheCo. A ,small amoun~ of prosp9c~fng "laS ~one a~no.

fL' level, and heavy wash proved ~o eXis~ wi~ha li1j~le gold ~~a~

Ierad ~hroughou~, ~he ~hiclmass 'of wash' aVi9rag;fng over 4 f~. &djOlh

in'itlg -Chis claltm ~() wh"! W~s'1j~'r8,rd is wh"! pro\lp"r'1-ey of whe N"lwr, ,,', ' '
P'illafoI'a G.' M.' ,C0 from which 54, 6'(0 oz of gold have bean obt.a-

inaa and £7',50Clpaid 1n'dlvidsnds. 'rh'is leaf was, weI'l~d for a~'

dist.<l.n'C'a of 1400ft. along 1t.s ceuI'sa & may fa1I'ly be t.armad t.be

Champion I:<'iSf of -eh'"

tc oUtlwry 'rock. fs of a v9ry sofwnawur9 and has no' doU'bw been

lnuoh de'Qilllded. Swarving a bout vhe ,cent.ra of vhis propsrvy vhs

4ed rock 113 I'eached av<ibouv 5 fv frO'll\, surfac"> &~ f'rom t.his point.

vo Eiast.ern bouriaary it. dips va a dept.h of' 200:t'~ f'voll1, surf'ace.

I Good A alluvial g'old was obt.ained from vb'a Bh~llo'w; ground in

av a good dlsvanoe Nbrvh of vhe line of
, , '

It.he v1clnlvy of, and

1Reef &; many hundreds of vans of wash w9~a ob~ained fro~;various
::'~

obvained from vhe reef: Av 2'o.\, f~

leval ~ha reef was cu~ av lao ft. Nor~h,from cent.ra1 shaf~, and,

hera carr1ed 14') f~ of good payable st.one. 'rh'i.\; s~on9 did not. ccn-

v1nua' vBry ,far F.asv";and af'tisr passing t.hrcugh a. #lank of asvaral

hundred f1e9~ goad svone W/?,S again ffi9v wi t.Ii, and conwinu"}d unvil
t-", k ~~~~ Q oofJ-<hrLJ!. ,

. 'vhfll ~ash made i vs appearanc~ 'in t.he dr'i ve, and 'l V"lnvUfl'~1iY d ipI1"!d
.f~",

und"'I'foot. av abou:ti 50 fv from', Easv PInafor">. 'rha wash h/!!.,l:'''' carr­
1\

'h'ld good prosp9cvS of gOld and was aft."'rwards blocl<-'!d out.

a d isvana", of 15 f't. lpng b.y 65 f't. wide,_ average t.hlckhssil

Iwash ::5 ft., and forming a well d,e,fin"ld guLt.qr having an Easv"lrly

vran«1 & dip~., 'rh", b'3st. of vh'il wash was crushed wit.h quarvz obt.ain·

,'
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ed, & ~o 5ea~ ~he pearer por~ion a sluice was ,erec~ed &: by ~fiIs ,

means alone 7~ az of gold were ob~ained. 'l:his g,old was we;I.l war, ..

eI'worn &: much h~8Ni"'lI' ~han ~ha" ob~alh"0 from' "he N"lw Pinaf'oI'''l

r?!if.,,', \\'herJ i" was being worll;ed (,.:1'0 iliilo.I lid) v9'ry li~"le doub~
~~

~na" i~ had b"!en der'ived from some o"h..r source a fair dis~anc..
/]

awaY'j AJ3 'only a small ciuan~i"r of groqrld J1emaip9'd ,,0 work no, eff-

,'br" was made 'too prove I" ,a"(, a Q!;Iepar level., AboU"IJ 400t'" ri6r~n\

:and runnIng parallel ,,0 1Jha lasi:. named Hi ",he famous New iCbum'rEFif

from, which, 42,0,00 0<1 <if gqld were ob"(,alned ,and, £79,250 dIsbursed

in dividends. This'reef was f,ollow9d un~il f~ dlppedUnder i:.he

basal~ "CiO ",he eB.s1Jwaro.. NEtX'1J 'it! oI:dsr Tn ~he same dlrec1Jftm Gones

~he Fas", EK-r:ended ;chuni~ s &: Whi i:.e Plna;fo):'e reefs wh:1.chal~o proQu-

I ceO. ,i:i, faf'r amou,n"" ,of gold ,and liKe "tie o",hers mendoned also dip

under "(,h6 basal~. To ~he sout.hward ~bo.u~ 15 chains, is 1Jhe Goldin

Era reet' whiCh carri"9d smne very rich s~one.,~nd pr.oduced ,an ;appI9­

,ciable amouni:. of' gol~. From'1Jhe main snaf~ 'on 'toh~s reef ,a ,cros~

'cu~ was rW'l 'OU1J nor1Jh' 600ft., and an :alluviil.l gu''''''''r was' passQd

"hhough ~1J l'IO:t:~ froIn surface. 'rh1,s gU1J1Jer carr:ted very encour­

aging, prospec",s of' ,alluvial gold and iseviden-Gly ,a Dranch 'ot'
~3z'1'bui'(,ary "of 1Jhe'Illal'n Lead, 'S1J'ln fur~her s:ou1Jh 119:S ,~:t:Ie' F.asi:.

'Clarence &' M,orning S1:.ar reefs vhe fOX'Iner' b9il'lg of a sibf,r. na~ure

'siinI1!ar va "he N~w I'inaI:ore reef., 'Niese reefs were als'o respo'li­

s'ibls £'o!' ,a 'consids'rabl,e amuu:n" -o;f gold ,and a1J, no gl:l6ta,~ d'ts1Jance

':sasi:. ,ars als'o WTerlaid w~'t,b, basal"., 'l:h9 !'few Nai:.t ve {touj'cio reef

from whIch 26, 000 q~ cif, gold w&I'i;o ob"aiil!Etd 'l:l.iid £28,457 'dis1Jrl bu'tl;ld. ~ . .

'1ri divid,ends 'f.s nex1J 1.n evidennce. This reef appears ~o run ,a",
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"t.ha head of. uhe basal:IJic' area 1'01' sd~, cons':l.derabI9di~s-c,ance "but.

muse. ,eve'ne.ually i;un lp"tIO 'uhe rii'ore 9as'e.ernp6r~ion, Bs-c,ween -c,his

'''i:ee'f ana <.he Nioi-ilihg .S"ar I'eef on -c,he no're.h s fafl', ,and e.he Golden

P61n<. on "he sou'Vh,:a cbnsiderable 'of' gold was won f;rmil, alluv1B:1.

in shallow'depos1~, even"ual1y dipping, 1n~0 <.he deep grouri~.,

The las" named reef f-urnlsned some or, "t.he r~Ch9s"t. s"one wor~su

in <.h".! dis<.I"l"c"t., one cI'ushing 'in <.he ~arly qaysyislding 'ZQQ. oz

f:t'OlU 50 '~cnE quar,,:z~, This Ileef' 'Is baar'lng N. E.&: ,S. W.:ane. H'

con~inuous would junc,,1an e~an"t.ually ~l~n ~a"iva ~ou"t.h ,and o,,~

reef's. ,Con"lnu,!ng s"-r.1.H :fui:'"Jjer Sdp,,,h 'num9roUS reefs 'of, mbre' at'

less Im-porx,ance, have been f1a1.J1ld, "he mQI3" !lQ-c,a1:iI~ Qe':l.rig "lie

'Vblum,eer ;and ,I:.and q~' ,Calre15 resf's. The former "t.uTrled ou;r, ~9,006

b~ of' ggld :and p)l:ld £83,,375 fh dividends, and 'rh "he lia<.';sr su;ff'­

ieIan" gold was ob~ihed ,,0 warr.a~<. "he 9reo<.10n of'a bae.very

ana ,a faE, ;amoun" was pai'iJ in dl vide'nds'., Th~se reef's al::soare

'oveJ:tlaTd w'i<.h basal" ,al"Clng' "t.hefr F-as"t.ern 6x<.ens'fan ana ,are sft,~
I

,a"tie 'aboPJ<. 2 Iiil'1~ssou"h, ,and au.~ heighu 'crr 32,8 f-c, apove "vhe libs

'"'or bores j'Uj3" ,allk.u'qf:ld ,;';b. In "he '1ii'derveningspace Illanysmall. ,
pa-c"chi;!s of ,alluvial in snallqw deposi'v have been wqrkeCl ?ii"t.h

goqa. ~esul~s, and 'in mos" CB:S9S "hass shallow leads run'in"o d.epp

gi'ouild. A" "t.lia: nor"hern' end qr -c,he rif31d a shall'Qw alluvi!al 'dep­

bsl~ was wOI~Bd ,abou~ 25 yeaTs agp. TliIs was known as "he Pina­

Irore ,lead, :/:l;rid was by :tar "t.ha b"-ts" shallow lead III "he dfs~~fc",

eu" no records ,are.avaUable oj" "h9amo;unu of gold won. This,~

was ,also rqllowea. un'Gil 1i:. 'cnpped away rapidly uri1ier "J:l9 Qasal"Vi,c

!area, and no ,e.""t.emp,, has ree" JIIh d',e ~o PI"ov-_ 'i'" ... - '
.'. '" u - u.L ur-c,her, dOUb"less
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!Q~lirig VO "b"! pres,erice of' nard basalv, ,and "be :fe,ar of' hea'vy~ wil.val)

reasons qui'1Je suff'ib fen" ,,,0 dever v!'H~ ord'i!1ary par"fa's of" miners.. , '. . - ~

Th~ f'oregp~hg,~s nov mean" '1JO be ade~ail~d accoun" of ,,,he
I
jd1f'1'ero;tn" reef's and ,1:eadsbu:v mel1aly ,,0 give ,an idea of' "he graa"

!poss'ibl1:l:1:,i~s -r,ha" exIS" U'I'Iaer vbe grea" basahic area upder riav­

Tiew• When 1~ is considered "ba" -r,here are 18 knoWn lines of' re~
wh1ch bave produc.aa upwards o,f' '1 "Rns of gol,d '( ,,0 say no:vhihg df

,vhe numerous 'sn.Ulow leadS.) vrend'1hg, ,vowards vhIs same ar.aa, "l::!ta

IseeJiis, ,,0 be 'every ij1auc~men-r, for vhe expendJ.vure 'of'capi'W>l ~6r

sysvemavlcall.y proving' "he wash·, &: a1j "h<ii same -c;ime one 'oi:' Q"her

lof' "he prfncipalreefs li:nown ,,0 He berieavhfi., 'rna" the majo;i:-fty
t ,

'of' "bs reef"s men"fonea were 'of "a ver'y sof'v na"uil:'e, and rIch a"

"he preseu" surf'ace level, 1s propf 9rlqUgp' "h8,,, any w!3a'dhgdown

Ifrom brlginal surface, musv have r9sul"edirt"he Ifber,a;c;ion 'of'a
I

10" of gold, arid "na" "hIs wearing, down has been v9ry c~risldera~

Is '9v1denced tiy vha f'aci 1'iha" such la'rge bOdfss't;r ~(ash ·exls~

I'in "h9 deep ground, ,and v!1e preS'enGe of faifly exvens'l ve' deposi:iE

'of' alluvIal wash inshall,ow daposi"., Fo;r' many y~aI's we were ,SP~­

U;lai1ng. as ,,0 whe"h~I' ,any golD. ex'fs"sd under "he basal:vor no".

W~,have since proveD. "his io be a c9rvain~y In "he cases 'of' "he
New'& Eas" P1haf'or~ Coy'~ mi~es, a" d9P~hs ranging from 200f'~ ,,0
243f'", and l~ nqw remains for vl'!,9 capival.J::sv -C;o pr6ve "heexven"

.and richn~sS of' "he depo~I,:.

-The la"e d6vernmen" GeolOglsv speaks ~ery high17 Qf' "h1s por~

"i'on ,of "h9 I,efi:loy field, ,and I_ can fUl-ly "nd orss his r<>marlrs

r"he!'eo~ as regards vhe prosp'3c'tS of' -r;he Deep D9ad, ;and if f'ull
t

I

"
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None of the wash treated by the New or East Pinafore Coy's required puddling but went direct
to the sluice boxes.

It must be remembered that any Company working on the lines indicated would have two
strings to their bow, viz the alluvial wash and the reefs, either or both of which may prove
highly payable.

In conclusion I can only state that I have every confidence that not only will payable gold be
found under the basaltic area in the wash but also that one or more of the reefs will be
proved.

The amount of water when work ceased was approximately 260,000 gallons, per 24 hours,
which was easily dealt with by the above pump. Between No 1 and bottom level (343 tt) the
water was very light and was disposed of by baling occasionally.
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