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21 Junea 2001

RecToc Pty Limited
Lavel 2, | Rougebery Avenue
ROSEBERY  NSW 2018

Attention: Mr Philip Nerton

I'mar Sirs,

Re: Prior Australian Patent Search - "Msthad of Recovering %inc
Using None~sguilibrium Plasma Reductant”

Qur Ref: RES01 100 BA/EE

1. Instructions

1.1 In accordance with your instructions, we have conducted
searches of the Australian Patent Office records with a
view to determining whether an invention relating to a
"Method of Recovering %inc Using Non-egquilibrium PBlasma
Reductant" may be exploited in Australia, The plasma is
generated by radiation with electromagnetic energy in the
microwave and/er radio frequency bands ('the inventien®).

1.2 In particular, we understand that vou intend to use &
process that ia very similar to Example 2 as set forth in
Avstralian provisional Patent Application No. PR1862 filed
4 December 2000 in the name of Tesla Group Holdings Pty
Limited under licencea.

13  We enclose a search report summarising our search. In
SummATy, our search did not reveal any documents adversely
affecting the prospect of expleoiting the invention,

3 Limitations to the Search

3.1 You will appreciate that Australian patents and patent
specifications are not open ta public inspection at the
hustralian Patent Office until they have bean granted or
until 18 months have passed since the earliest priority
dats of an application which has not lapsed or been
withdrawn. Accordingly, there is a possibility that patent
applications may be on file at the Australian Patent Office
which are not open te public inspection and which cauld
affect your ability to exploit the invention,

22  RAdditionally, we have not been instructed as to the details
- of the apparatus you intend to use to exploit the methed of
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2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

the inventien. Accordingly, we have not considered in
detail prier art invelving apparatus. Additionally, we
understand that the method of the invention may involve
additional process ateps or pracedures which were not made
the subject of our searches. You will appreciate that
providing an additional process step to & patentad process
will not avaid infringement of the patentad process.

Generally speaking, the likelihood of infringement of an
existing patent right is in any aveni very small. However,
if patented technology emerges, consideration may be given
to exploiting patented processes which you f£ind usaful in
pursuing your own commerclal endeavours uncder a licence
from the patent holdex.

Cur searches were conducted using the information provided
by IP Australia, and accerdingly is dependant upon the
accuracy of the information in the IP Australia records. IF
Australia does not guarantee the a&ccuracy of the
information in its records.

You will appreciate that gur searches wers conducted undsx
extremely severs time constraints, and that as a result, wo
have not bean able to consider our ssarches to the extent

we would prefer.

We trust the report is suitable fer your reguirements and
if you have any queries, please do not hesitate to caontact
the writer. We will write to you separately regarding tha
patenting process in general and international patenting in
particular in due course. We will also write separately
regarding our charges for services iIin relatiocn to the
patent sgearch.

Yours sincersly;

AEEARN FOX
?B'M.

BHill Anderson

/resD 1200 vwpd
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Report on the Existence (or otherwise) of Australian Patent Specifications Involving
Non-equilibrium Plasma Metallurgy

We have conducted searches of the Australian Patent Office records with a view to determining
the existence or otherwise of prior art documents which would affect the intention of ResTek Pry
Limited to exploit technology in the abovementioned subject matter area,

Our searches did not reveal any prior Australian Patents which, in our view, would prevent
RegTele Pty Limited from using a process of refiring or recovering zine from slag containing zinc
as deseribed in particular in Example 2 of Australian Provisional Patent Application No. PR1862
{"the mvention”), subject, of course, to licensing of this technology from Tesla Group Holdings
Pty Limlted.

We conducted our searches by determining the relevant International Patent Classifieation (IPC)
codes for the fechnology, inchuding in our search as wide an area as we cornsidered to be refevant.
We conducted our searches in the area of technology mvolving metallurgy of ferrous or non-
ferrous alloys, treatment of alloys o1 non-ferrous metals, The group we searched in was the group
encompassing praduction or refining of metals and the pre-treatment of taw materlals The
relevant sub-groups we searched were for the general processes of refining or remelting of metals;
apparatys for electro-glag or are remelting of metals and also obtaining zinc or zing oxide. In gl
we searched ten IPC codes namely, C22B00S/00, C22B009/04, C22R009/05, C22BO0G/14,
C2IB00G/2Z, C22B0O19/00, C22B015/04, C2IR0G19/20, C22B019/30 and C22B015/34.

Crr searches revenled 439 documents satisfying the abovelisted IPC codes although in 54 cages
we found that the same document came up twice either hecause of it being in two relevant TPC
codes or due to different publication levels,

We perused each of the separste abstracts provided on the CD-ROM records at the Australian
Patent Office in regpect of the documents revealed kv our searches to consider the relevance of
the aubject matter to the abovementioned invention. We determined that most documents are not
relevant however, the following six parert specifications (copies of all but the first enclosed) were
abtained in full; and we determined their status as follows:

B1648/75 - Ceased/expirad

T7361/81 - Ceased/expired

1077983 - Coeased/expired

62963/86 - Ceased/expired

253554/38 - Lapsed

682742/90 - [n force - renewed to 23 August 2001

th W b W k) o

After peruging the specifications in filll, we cenclude that they are in the general subject area of
relevance. However, only 62742/90 is currently in force and claims a process which requires the
ubmerged injection of a fuel and oxygen containing gas. Since your process does not require this
step, it would not in our opinion, infringe this claim

A summary of the documents searched ia enclosed
AHEARN FOX

?3. ﬂi.—-‘:hﬂ-\-ﬂ
EW. (Bill) Anderaon
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