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TasGold Ltd. Bird Surveys, 29 Dec. 2004 to 2 Jan. 2005

Introduction

Surveys for the Orange-bellied Parrot, Wedge-tailled Eagle and White-bellied Sea Eagle were
conducted within the area of TasGold's mining operatuons m the viainitne of the Lewis River
and Wart Hill areas of the Southwest Conservaton Area, Tasmama. The surveys were
conducted at the direcnon of the Department of Pnmary Industries, Water and
Environment, to ensure that mining exploranon m the area did not pose a threat 1o these and
other species, The SUIveVs were a CONUNUANON Of previous surveys conducted 1n late 2003
Onee again, no Orange-bellied Parrots or Wedge-talled Eagles were recorded. White-bellied
Sea Eagles were sighted bur no evidence of nesung was observed.

Methods and notes on logistical 1ssues,
.Tur:ﬂ;';_-‘

Methods used for surveving for Orange-bellied Parrors (OBPs) consisted of two hour
watches by observers stanoned at the edpe of suitable wooded nesung habitar with hollow:-
bearing trees and open sedgeland foraging habiat. Birds commuting berween the two
halutats would be detected by their contact calls and visually. Surveys connoded wath the
breeding period of the parrots. Methods used for surveying for cagles consisted of visual
observanon ar all umes, Areas of potenual White-bellied Sea Eagle nesung sites were visually
scanned from high vantage points for evidence of nestung. All surveys were conducted by
Jon Statks (15), Andrew Silcocks (AR) and Mark Antos (MDA} All observers have had
expetience in idennfving Neapbema parrots, and are expert ornithologists. All used state-of-
the-art opncal equipment.

Yoy ara

From the supplhied map, TasGold idenufied five prionty zones in the Wart Hill/ Elion Bay
exploration arcas and divided them inte one high, two medwm and wo low priont zones.
Orther individual and clustered dnll sites were marked but were nat given a pnonty hsnng,
Drue o the limuted amount of person hours which could be spent conducung the bird
scarches, only the areas around the prionty zones were searched.

Prionity Zones:

¢ Fhgh Pnonu Zone Wart Hill — an area of intense dnlling.

*  Medum Prioniy Zone Vovager 12 — contains the high prionty zone and drll sites
SWIROO! and SDH2

»  Medium Priority Zone YVovager 30 — contauns dall siees SCO005%, SCOO7, SCO08, and
SCO006.

¢ [ow Poonw Zone Vovager 29 — opposite Wart Hill camp, contains rwo dnll sites — ECI
and LEC2A.
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*  Low Poont Zone Vovager 3 (Elliotr Bay) — contains the 3 sites covered plus V5/27,
VB/28, V&/29 V&/31, VE/32 (not covered).

Nremomaary af activiiies

2 Dex,

Arrived acthe site atabout 11:30 am. A seuling in and familianzanon with the camp and
terramn in the search area followed. From 14:30, a vwo hour warch for OBDP's was made at the
rwo low proney dnll sites (Vovager 29 West). Following this, an assessment was made of the
AUMVEY l'L'LIU.].IL"[TlL'[]t.‘: ]']L'L'd.L'Ll toy Conver th' pri(}rlh arcas. [t was not Cﬁ[]fﬂ‘dl.'ﬂ_'d '['.IUS-:‘*-].I.‘J'.L' '\\.'L[}l
the person-hours available to cover all drll sites in the prionty areas. Afrer gaining an
appreciaton of the task at hand and the rerrain it was decided to shightly modify the survey
methodology. The spacing berween lstening pownts was mnereased from 200 to 230 metes as
1t was considered that the terrain and weather condinons made listening detecnon possible
over this shight increase in distance.

After the quad bikes were flown i, a prelminary exploranon was made of the tracks to the
south and the medium priotity doll area Vovager 30,

30 Dec
All day spent searching around high pooar zone (Wart Hill) wathin Vovager 19 area.

31 Dee.

One of the quad bikes had a start faule, making only one bike available. The group splhit up
for surveying purposes; MA walked to Vovager 30 area to conduct OBP Listens there. This
area appeared o support sub-optmal OB habitat. The long unburned sedgeland was
donunated by woody plants up o 1.5 metres wll in many places and the adjacent wooded
country contained very few hollow-beanng trees.

15 and AS ok the other quad bike to the low puonry Vovager 3 area at Elliorr Bay. A lack
of any pror knowledge of track condiuons and locations severely delaved wavel to the search
area. The bike became bogged twice in heavy mud, the fist nme raking rwo hours to
extricate. The track between Warr Hill and Low Rocky Point Track was multi-branched. not
abvious and required back-uracking te tind the most suiable way through. A large ree
across the track near the Lewis River also hampered progress. Tn total, it took over 3 h 1o
reach the Vovager 3 site. A functional second bike would have allowed us to winch the
Logged bike clear much quicker and allowed a speedier progress.

Because of the limited ume thus available, only six OBDP Listens of 1 hr duration around three
drll sites (W8/26, V3/34, V&/T) were posaible. However, the only suitable OBP nestung
habitat near these sites was along the Barrel Creek, which we covered at 250 m intervals,
ﬂ‘tough af 1l duration cach.

1 Jan.

The second bike had been repaired. The team headed to the proposed landing site ar Lewis
River mouth. Few suirable nest trees appeared to occur within a 1 km arca of the landing
site. High vantage points around the deeply-incised valley of the river provided excellent
views of the forest along its banks and opportunides o scan for cagle nests. A owo hour
listen and scarch was also conducted for QOBPs ar thus site.



2 Jamn:

The morning was spent conductung OBP histens benween the Medium Pnonty Zone Vovager
19 drill sites SWDOO1 and SIDH2, and the Low Pronw Zone Vovager 29 West dnll sites
near the Wart Hill camp.

Wearher

Weather conditions on the 29, 30 and 31 of Dec were fine and sunny with light winds, The
weather on the 1 Jan consisted of sunny and overcast condinons interspersed wirh boef lighe
showers. The weather detenorated on 2 Jan wiath a few passing showers however sunny
periods were present.

Resulis

Atoml of 355 }mrm‘nl-}murs ot direct surveying for OB s along forest edges by dnll sites
was conducted. No OBPs or Blue-winged Parrots were seen nor heard dunng surveys. Table
1 provides a summary of the locations and duranon of survevs. Other hollow-nesang spfcies
recorded duning surveys ate alzo listed.

A total of 6 person-hours were spent looking for White-bellied Sea Eagles and OBPs ar the
mouth of the Lewis River. In additon, more time was spent scanning forest along the niver
bank for cagle nests. Despite excellent views of the nverside forest, few potendal nesting
trees were seen and no evidence of nesung was recorded. A single adult White-bellied Sea
Eagle was observed flving up from the tver to the east of the proposed landing site. This
bard connnued to gain elevauon and flew off casoward. Another adult bird was scen near the
mouth of the nver apparently flving down to the rocks. Presumably the same bird was later
secn heading north along the coast. Table 2 provides a summary of survey results at the
Lewss River.

No Wedge-raled Eagles were sighted duning the surves peniod.

A total of 42 bird species were recorded in the area. Table 3 provides a breakdown of species
recorded duning the OBF and eagle surveys.

Conclusion
Despite a survey effort focusing on the pnonty dnlling sites, none of the target species were

detected. This suggests thar these areas are not uulised on a regular and frequent basis by the
target species in late 2004 /carly 2005,

L
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Tahle 3. List of all species recorded during survevs and within the Wart Hill area.

Species

Species recorded ‘OBP
SUrVays

Species recorded Eagle
sSUrvays

Full list

Great Comarant

&

Short-tailed Shearwater

Australasian Gannet

1"»‘Jhile-be:|ied Sea-Eagle

Swamp Harmer

+

Brown Faloon

-

Latham's Snips

[+] close

+ |+

Fiad Cyslercalcher

Sooty Oystercalcher

reelp Gull

Facific Gull

TR T I

Silver Gull

Brush Bronzewing

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo

-

Sulphur-crested Cocralog

-+

Green Rosella

-+

|+

Ground Parmot

[r}close

+*

Southem Bocbook

White-thrmated Needletail

+|+

Southem Emu-wren

-

Tasmanian Scrubrwren

Stnated Fieldwren

+

Tasmanian Thormbill

+

Yellow-lhroated Honeveater

+

Strong-billed Honeyeater

Crescent Honayeater

+| +

New Holland Honayeater

Eastem Spinebill

Dusky Raobin

Golden Whistler

CHive Whistier

Grey Shnke-thrush

+|+]+

Gray Fantail

+

Elack-faced Cuckoo-Shnke

Black Currawong

Farest Raven

Richard’s Pipit

Beauliful Firetail

Welcome Swallow

Tree Martin

Silvereye

|Somman Starding




