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Summary 
 
The Annual Report for EL21/1999 provides details TasGold’s exploration progress 
for the end of 2004/2005 field season and the beginning of the 2005/2006 program. 
No on ground work was completed in the 2004/2005 field season because of priority 
drilling in the adjacent tenement EL20/1996. Results from exploration on EL21/1999 
were reported in the previous years combined annual report for EL20/1996 and 
EL21/1999 (Callaghan, 2004). Although field work was not conducted on EL21/1999, 
preliminary work programs have been planned for follow up at the two anomalies 
known as V34 (Aldebaran) and the Hudson River Gold zone. These anomalies were 
identified by previous soil sampling (Macmin NL) and stream sediment surveys 
(Geopeko). 
 
The 2005/2006 field season began with a 3D induced polarisation survey covering the 
V34 prospect (and V19 on the adjacent EL20/1996). This survey targets anomalous 
base metals in soils that are coincident with stratigraphic correlates of the V19 base 
metal bearing host horizon. Drilling here defined a significant zone of base metal 
anomalism (DDH V34/1; 27m @ 0.1%Pb & 0.3%Zn). It was suspected and has now 
been confirmed that drill hole V34/1 collared in 2004 was mis-targeted due to an error 
converting historic Geopeko local grid coordinates to AMG coordinates. 
 
The correlation is thus far confirmed by cursory mapping, identifying polymict units 
adjacent to lavas, with a fine ‘epiclastic’ sequence believed to be the equivalent of the 
host horizon at V19. The stratigraphic correlation with these units is highlighted in 
radiometric data with the ‘noisy’ moderately high potassium signature at V34 being 
similar to the V19 signature. Another piece of evidence is the probable folding of 
stratigraphy under the Osmund Syncline, providing a stratigraphic repeat. Thus 
correlation with the V19 base metal bearing stratigraphy is plausible on structural and 
stratigraphic grounds. 
 
Orange Bellied Parrott and eagle surveys were undertaken by two independent 
consultants and one consultant from Birds Australia. The surveys were conducted in 
accordance with the requirements set out by the MEWG (Mineral Exploration 
Working Group) to satisfy environmental concerns relating to exploration work 
within the EL.  

Introduction 
The following report details the work undertaken during the current and previous 
exploration field seasons to locate gold and base metal anomalies. This work is 
preliminary to planned drill testing during the current field season. Only limited 
interpretation of the currently available datasets is undertaken because the original 
soil grids had not previously been adequately georeferenced. In the previous season 
TasGold’s efforts were firmly focused upon resource definition at V19 in EL20/1996. 
Exploration in the Wanderer EL21/1999 is ongoing at the time of writing.  
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Location/Access/Weather 
 
EL 21/99 is located in the remote southwest of Tasmania (see Figure 1) around 40 
kilometres west of Strathgordon and 70 kilometres south of Strahan. Access to the 
area is difficult as infrastructure is minimal to non-existent. The southwest of 
Tasmania is exposed to the roaring forties and is often windy and wet even in mid-
summer. 
 
A rough 4WD track (Low Rocky Pt Track) runs from the southern end of Birches 
Inlet (south-eastern corner of Macquarie Harbour) to the unmanned lighthouse at Low 
Rocky Point. The track was initially constructed by Exploration companies in the 
1950’s and 1960’s but has been rarely used since. The need to barge heavy equipment 
across Macquarie Harbour to access the track has occurred successfully in the past.  
Previous exploration has seen bombardiers, excavators and drilling rigs (L38’s) 
unloaded and driven down to the Elliott Bay area. 4WD bike and motorbike 
enthusiasts occasionally use the track. 
 
The alternative access is by air. Moore’s Valley airstrip (10 kilometres north of Mt 
Osmund) was constructed in the 1950’s and is serviceable by light aircraft. 
 
Previous exploration campaigns have accessed the area by helicopter and light plane 
either from Strathgordon or Strahan.  Large equipment has been transported down the 
coast by boat or barge and airlifted from the deck whilst the boat/barge is sheltered in 
the mouth of the Mainwaring River or Cowrie Beach. TasGold’s 2004/2005 
exploration campaign was mobilised in this manner utilising a landing at the Lewis 
River mouth. 
 
A semi-permanent camp is located just south of Wart Hill.  The Camp was first 
constructed by Geopeko Ltd. and is currently managed by Mineral Resources 
Tasmania.  This facility was re-established by TasGold Ltd after it was vandalised and 
burned in 2003. 
 
TasGold mobilisation for the 2005 summer drilling campaign commenced on 
20/11/2005. Camp and geophysical equipment and supplies were loaded in Strahan 
and mobilised to the ‘Wart Hill Camp’. From the camp the geophysical survey 
equipment was mobilised up the V19 access track by crawler; Consumables and 
personnel were mobilised using quad bikes and trailers. Gear was relocated to the start 
of the V34 access track or “Low Rocky Point Track” and all mobilisation of wires and 
IP transmitters etc was done by quad bike and trailer.  
 
Two crawler dumpers (one with 2.5tonne crane) and trailer were utilised for moving 
the drill rig between sites. Quad bikes and trailers were used for personnel transport 
from camp to the drill sites. Vehicle movements were restricted to previously formed 
bombardier tracks as much as possible, with the rough main base line track from the 
camp to Wart Hill being improved for safety with the excavator. The excavator was 
utilised for drill pad and sump construction, drill site rehabilitation and track drainage 
maintenance. Most rig sites were located within 200m of formed tracks, minimising 
environmental disturbance.   
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Mobilisation for the 2005/6 field season entailed helicopter shuttles from Strahan for 
the initial Bird and 3D IP surveys. Subsequently, drilling equipment was mobilised 
via helicopter from Strathgordon. This equipment supplemented that left with a 
second TasGold drill rig left on site.  
 
A continuous presence at the Wart Hill Camp will be maintained during the summer 
period 2005/06 with weekly crew changes and supply runs via helicopter. The 
company owned and operated drill rig is normally operated 20 hours a day (2 shifts) 
with drillers and offsiders on a 2 week on, 1 week off roster. Geologists and field 
hands have typically rotated on a 2 in / 2 out roster.  

Land Status/Usage 
Much of the southwest of Tasmania is listed as a World Heritage Area and the land 
tenure is classified as National Park. However the strip of land between Elliott Bay in 
the south and the southern shore of Macquarie Harbour to the north has been 
deliberately excluded from the World Heritage Area on the basis of its prospectivity 
(and lesser wilderness values).  
 
The Elliott Bay area remains classified as Conservation Area and as such is open to 
mineral exploration. Tasmanian Government proclaimed the prospective rocks south 
of Macquarie Harbour to be within the Sorell Peninsula Prospectivity Zone, a 
recognition of the mineral potential of the area. Under this act any change in the status 
of the land within the zone requires the approval of both houses of the Tasmanian 
parliament with any affected party entitled to compensation (this does not cover any 
decisions of the Federal government). 

Environmental Concerns 
TasGold was required to undertake several environment surveys to comply with the 
requirements of the MEWG (Mineral Exploration Working Group). Orange bellied 
parrot and wedge tailed eagle surveys were conducted by independent consultants 
from 20/12/2004 to 24/12/2005. Results of these surveys are appended (Appendix 1). 

Tenure 
EL21/99 was granted to Exploration & Management Consultants Pty Ltd and McNeil 
Associates Pty Ltd on 26 January 2001. TasGold acquired a 90% interest in this and 
the adjoining EL20/96 from Exploration & Management Consultants Pty Ltd and 
McNeil Associates Pty Ltd. The vendors retain a 10% free carried interest in the 
tenement to completion of a bankable feasibility study. The location of the licences is 
shown in Figure 1. Presently, TasGold Ltd. are the sole tenement holders in the Elliott 
Bay Region. An EL reduction was submitted in September 2005. 
 
 



 6

 
Figure 1: Location of EL21/1999 

 

Work Completed 

V34 
At V34, the local grid created by Geopeko during the 1980’s has been partially 
resurrected, grid lines were cut to facilitate Induced Polarization (IP) survey work and 
the field work for the IP survey has been completed over a grid comprising 15.5 line 
kilometres (See Figure 2). Interpretation of the data collected was ongoing at the time 
of writing and will be detailed in the next annual report.  



 7

 
Figure 2: 3D IP Survey Lines At V34 
 
Soil geochemical data has been georeferenced  from Geopeko’s historic local grid and 
will prioritize drill targets at V34 to test coincident IP and soil geochemical 
anomalies. For background on previous geological, geochemical and geophysical 
work conducted at V34 see Reid (2005). 
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Hudson River 
Work completed at Hudson River has been primarily office based and includes the 
compilation and interpretation of existing digital data including magnetics, EM and 
soil geochemistry to assess prospectivity and attempt to define drill targets. For more 
detailed description of Hudson River the reader is referred to Reid, 2005. A single day 
of ground truthing reconnaissance was completed in April 2005 to assess project 
logistics for the 2005/6 field season. 

Proposed Exploration 
 
A detailed outline of exploration activites to be undertaken at the Wanderer Prospect 
during 2006 has been submitted to Mineral Resources Tasmania and is referenced 
below as Reid, 2005. 
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Appendix 1: Environmental Survey Reports 
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Appendix 2: Digital Data  
 
List of appended digital data files:- 
 
EL211999_200501_01_Report 
EL211999_200501_02_Environmental_Surveys 


