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SUMMARY 
 
Prior to this year, effort had been concentrated upon data collation and review. 
 
In the year under review, early emphasis was devoted to digitisation of the extensive 
underground production and exploration records at both Aberfoyle and Storey’s Creek.  
Reefs and targets were modelled for the latter. 
 
Each has been subjected to a Stage 1 reverse circulation drilling programme.  At Aberfoyle, 
tin results were encouraging and this has been enhanced by the doubling of the international 
tin price over the last 12 – 15 months.  Tungsten assays were below expectations, but there 
is a question about the assay reliability. 
 
The assay results are awaited for the Storey’s Creek programme. 
 
Under an MOU, Minemakers has been joined by Austria’s Wolfram Bergbau in an appraisal 
of the tungsten potential of all of the Company’s Tasmanian projects.  Wolfram Bergbau 
carried out an initial metallurgical testwork programme on tailings at both Storey’s Creek and 
Aberfoyle. 
 
At Royal George, re-logging of material held at MRT’s core library has enhanced the 
potential for development of a satellite open cut operation. 
 
The uranium potential of the tenement was recognised from a literature search and field 
follow-up.  An RC drilling programme was undertaken in September and assays are due 
shortly.  The Company has funded in-fill flying and data collection over its main areas of 
interest within the framework of MRT’s large northeast Tasmanian geophysical survey. 
 
During the year, expenditure totalled $737,847. 
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1. BACKGROUND, OWNERSHIP AND TENEMENT STATUS 

E27/2004 was granted to Allstrong Investments Pty Ltd on 27 November 2004.  Minemakers 
Limited (“Minemakers”), via its wholly owned subsidiary, Minemakers Australia NL, 
purchased Allstrong outright on 23 November 2006.  Allstrong subsequently underwent a 
change of name to Minemakers TTT Pty Ltd. 
 
The Exploration Licence is 212sqkm in extent and has an annual expenditure commitment of 
$159,000. 
 
Since the listing of Minemakers on the ASX in October 2006, this tenement is the one to 
which most attention and expenditure has been directed.  Minemakers is examining the 
potential to undertake open cut mining of both Storey’s Creek and Aberfoyle, with mine 
product to be treated at a new central mill to be constructed at Aberfoyle. 
 
Tenement and prospects location are presented in Figure 1. 
 
 
FIGURE 1:  TENEMENT AND PROSPECTS LOCALITY PLAN 
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2. WORK DONE 

 
2.1 DIGITISATION OF DATA, ABERFOYLE AND STOREY’S CREEK 

In 2006, Minemakers paid for MRT to digitally photocopy about 400 AO historic plans from 
Aberfoyle, Storey’s Creek and the Lutwyche underground deposit. 
 
Maxwell Geoservices was contracted to digitise the data from these plans and to construct 
GIS digital databases as follows: 
 
• Storey’s Creek:  all sections and all plans of the mine workings, drillholes, geology, 

etc. 
 
• Aberfoyle:  ditto for all sections and for plans down to and including the 5 Level. 
 
The data is presented as Appendix 1. 
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2.2 MODELLING, STOREY’S CREEK 

In view of the old local grids and the destruction of many of the reference points during the 
Aberfoyle Mine closure and subsequent rehabilitation, the data was of limited use in drill 
planning there (refer Section 2.3). 
 
At Storey’s Creek, pick up of adits and stopes have enabled a reasonable fix and conversion 
of old data to AGD coordinates, and the modelling proved valuable in drill planning and 
target delineation.  Drill results were in good accord with modelled predictions. 
 
3-D models were made for the Storey’s Creek reef structures and mineralized zones prior to 
the drilling programme, and will need updating next year in light of the drill results.  They are 
presented as Appendix 2. 
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2.3 STAGE 1 REVERSE CIRCULATION DRILLING, ABERFOYLE 

A Stage 1 reverse circulation programme consisting of 13 holes for a total of 1,243m was 
completed on 29 March 2007.  The contractor was Gerald Spaulding Drillers, using a track-
mounted rig, assisted by an auxiliary compressor and booster, also track mounted. 
 
Samples were collected on a 1m downhole basis and assayed for W, Sn , Cu, Pb, Zn and 
As.  Assay, litholog and collar information is presented in Appendix III. 
 
The better tin assays are presented in the following table. 
 

Drillhole No. From To Metres and Grade % 
ABRC 001 18 19 1 @ 1.72 
ABRC 002 47 49 1 @ 0.60 
ABRC 003 66 67 1 @ 2.79 
ABRC 005 90 91 1 @ 2.71 
ABRC 005 119 121 2 @ 1.22 
ABRC 009 64 65 1 @ 0.60 
ABRC 010 36 39 1 @ 0.96 
ABRC 010 56 59 1 @ 0.65 
ABRC 012 70 71 1 @ 1.15 

 
 
Tungsten assaying has proved problematic.  The first five holes were assayed by Australian 
Assay Laboratories in Brisbane, after sample preparation in Adelaide.  The remaining seven 
holes were assayed at Burnie Research Laboratories. 
 
Unfortunately, the suites of W data from the two laboratories proved totally different in tenor.  
This necessitated a re-sampling programme of the mineralized intervals.  The new samples 
were split into three: one was re-assayed at each of ALS and Burnie, and the third was 
check assayed at the laboratory of Wolfram Bergbau in Austria (refer Section 3). 
 
An independent statistical analysis by Hellman & Schofield, which compares the original and 
the re-assays from each Australian laboratory and examines inter-lab trends, in combination 
with the Wolfram Bergbau assays, has determined that the ALS values are more likely to be 
the correct ones. 
 
However, a problem remains in that the assayed tungsten mineralization intersected by the 
drilling of this old tin/tungsten mine seems disproportionately low.  At the depths attained by 
the drilling, which was down to about the old 4 Level, there was significant tungsten 
production, albeit sub-ordinate to tin. 
 
The disposition of the drillholes is shown on Figure 2.  The re-assays of Aberfoyle samples 
have been incorporated into the database (Appendix 3).  The Hellman & Schofield study is 
presented as Appendix 5 and the Wolfram Bergbau assay comparisons as Appendix 6. 
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FIGURE 2:  ABERFOYLE DRILLHOLE DISTRIBUTION PLAN 
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2.4 STAGE 1 REVERSE CIRCULATION DRILLING, STOREY’S CREEK 

A 17 hole, 2,027m programme was completed between 1 July and 21 August.  At the time of 
writing, assays had not been received. 
 
The aim was to provide an adequate first-pass spread of holes along and through the main 
old mineralized zone so as to gain a perception of the quantity of remnant mineralization 
after the underground mining phase. 
 
Compared to Aberfoyle, the Storey’s Creek holes generally had considerably more quartz, 
the host to the W – Sn mineralization.  On Figure 4 are shown the drillholes, quartz 
percentage estimates and intersected stopes for Section 3100N, incorporating holes 
SCRC 003 and SCRC 004. 
 
The drilling returned a good correlation with Minemakers’ modelled stoped reefs and often 
confirmed that the Company’s modelled predictions of potential quartz concentrations was 
correct. 
 
Storey’s Creek drilling data for the SCRC series are included in Appendix 4. 
 
 
FIGURE 3:  STOREY’S CREEK DRILLHOLE DISTRIBUTION PLAN 
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2.5 METALLURGICAL TESTWORK, ABERFOYLE AND STOREY’S CREEK 
TAILINGS 

At Aberfoyle, each of the tailings dams were sampled, including the jig oversize dumps.  At 
Storey’s Creek, the jig oversize material was sampled from the valley floor of Storey’s Creek 
as well as from the dump which was relocated by MRT to the Eastern Hill area. 
 
The samples were freighted to Wolfram Bergbau’s metallurgical facility in Mittersill, Austria.  
The aim was to determine the potential of the dumps to support an early, and lower capital, 
re-processing operation which could generate an early cash flow so as to assist in full project 
development. 
 
The results of the testwork are presented as Appendix 7.  Further work has been suspended 
pending the results of the Storey’s Creek drilling. 
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2.6 DRILL CORE APPRAISAL, STOREY’S CREEK AND ABERFOYLE 

Considerable core from underground drillholes is held at the MRT core library facility.  Those 
holes which are drilled at the depths more likely to be mined by open cut operations were 
recovered and inspected by management from Minemakers and Wolfram Bergbau.  At both 
mines, it is evident that there is considerable quartz and mineralization beyond and in 
between the main reef zones previously mined. 
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2.7 DRILL CORE APPRAISAL, ROYAL GEORGE 

In view of the size of the mineralization estimates made by previous owners, at this stage 
and at current tin prices, Minemakers does not perceive Royal George as having the 
potential to be a stand-alone operation.  Rather, it is viewed as a satellite open cut operation 
with ore being trucked to the central plant to be built at Aberfoyle. 
 
Previous explorers have tended to high-grade the deposit in their appraisal.  In view of 
Minemakers’ intention to open cut mine it, stripping ratio is important.  Much of the core 
drilled in these earlier efforts is held at the MRT core library, and it was recovered and 
inspected.  It is evident that the main greisen is but just the largest development of several of 
them.  That is, there is a parallel or sheeted system which could be exploited in an open cut 
mine.  The relevance of assays of interest beyond the main greisen, where grade and 
tonnage has previously been estimated by others became apparent.  Although lower grade, 
they are seen to have a potential positive impact upon future mining economics. 
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2.8 URANIUM PROSPECT IDENTIFICATION 

Prior to listing, the Independent Consulting Geologist for the Company’s Prospectus had 
advised that the Royal George mine hosted the first uranium discovery in Tasmania.  Follow-
up work, which included assaying for uranium by CRA when it drilled Royal George, failed to 
discover mineralization at levels of interest. 
 
As part of its collection and collation of data from the Rossarden area, Minemakers 
assessed reports that indicated that there were several other uranium prospects within 
E27/2004.  In fact, of the five uranium prospects in Tasmania, as recorded by the IAEA in its 
world atlas of uranium occurrences and deposits, three occur in E27/2004 and one other is 
associated with the Anchor mine, which is also wholly owned by Minemakers. 
 
Review of the data indicated two to be of immediate interest.  At the old Chwalczyk’s or 
Tasmania United Uranium NL Prospect (named TUU Prospect by Minemakers) the target 
was a very high grade, narrow vein.  A drive on it found it to be terminated by a fault and 
three diamond holes failed to locate displaced mineralization. 
 
Field investigations by Minemakers indicated that the rich mineralization is part of a broad 
greisen zone, around 10m thick.  Grab sampling of the poor exposure averaged 0.5% U308 
or 10 lbs/tonne. 
 
Approval was gained via MRT for a 2-3 hole test programme of that greisen and for 
upgrading of the old Mines Department track to the Prospect.  Drilling will be undertaken as 
soon as a suitable rig is procured. 
 
The Castle Carey Prospect is perceived as being of considerable interest.  The mid-‘50s 
discovery of medium grades (500 to 1,000 ppm U3O8) in basal black shales in a sedimentary 
sequence preserved in a graben presents the potential for a considerable quantity of host 
rock. 
 
While the mineralized target was fortuitously exposed by the deeply incised Castle Carey 
Rivulet, the nearby drill access sites are currently limited to the northern part of the 6-7km 
long 300-700m wide graben. 
 
RC drilling of the northern part of the target area was undertaken in September 2007, in a 3-
hole 232m programme.  The target carbonaceous units were attained in two of the holes 
(CCRL001 and CCRL003) and they had elevated radioactivity levels.  Assays are awaited. 
 
Castle Carey Uranium prospect drillhole location is presented in Figure 5.  



 
 

Annual Report – Rossarden – Royal George EL 27/2004 12 

 
FIGURE 5:  CASTLE CAREY URANIUM PROSPECT DRILL STATUS PLAN 
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2.9 AIRBORNE GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY 

MRT began a programme of airborne radiometric and magnetic data acquisition over 
Northeast Tasmania in mid 2007.  Minemakers contracted to have flown intermediate lines 
over the Castle Carey graben. 
 
Results are expected to be available for acquisition and interpretation by the end of 2007. 
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3. EXPENDITURE 
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