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Discovery and life on the Lisle goldfield; discovered in 1879 by
the Bessell Brothers.

Introduction

There would be a lot of people in Tasmania now that don't really
know where Lisle is situated. Well, it is a large valley, about
8 mile from Nabowla, near the foothills of Mt. Arthur, about 3
miles from Myrtle Bamk and, by road, about 20 miles from Scotts—
dale, I will describe it as it was when the gold was discovered
there, It was a thick forest of Mountain ash, or stringy gum as
it is best known, blackwood, myrtle, sassafras, musk, dogwood,
wattle and manfern, It was described as magnificent scenery.
Surrounded by ranges approximately 1000ft high, the valley to the
foothills is about 24 mile long by 2 mile wide., There is a large
creek leading out through a narrow gorge, and joining the Little

Forester River near Ferny Hill.

I think I should start by explaining where the Bessell brothers

came from, In the first place they came from Bristol, England,

and arrived in Australia in 1853, There was 17 of them altogether

in the family, There was six born in England and the rest was
born after they landed, at Newnham, They settled in a little
cottage on Georgetown Road, near the junction of Alanvale Road
and the road leading to Pinkie Farm., The cottage, although alterw
ed a bit, still stands and is occupied by ~~ « The father was
a bootmaker by trade, and most of the sons learnt the trade.
Two joined the railway soon after the railways started, and I
tﬁink there has been descendants in the railways ever since, and
the rest, I suppose, worked wherever work was available.
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I should mention here there was nine Bessell brothers, but the
foqr that went prospecting was Charlie, Alfred, Thomas, Edwin
and a man named Mark Gibbs., They walked for miles through the
bush for days at a time, camping out. They went out through the
bush past Underwood, North Lilydale, Wyena, Lone Star to Tobacco
Creek, It was all thick bush at that time; no tracks or roads,
They discovered gold at Tobacco Creek first, and built a camp
there. It was patchy; some good and some very poor, I think
that's how it got it's name « they only just made their tobacco
out of it, They went home to Newnham for the weekend and told
a younger brother, Allen, he should walk back with them on the
Monday morning. He was only about 15, and he told me that the
35 mile walk through the bush killed any ambition he had to go

prospecting. He laid on a bunk the next day too stiff and sore

to move,.
Tobacco Creek is between Golconda and Lisle,

Charlie Bessell and Mark Gibbs set out into the bush to search
further afield, Mark Gibbs was looked on as being an expert
bushman. They found gold in the main creek in Lisle, and return-
ed to the camp at night, and the other brothers, Alfred, Tom and
Ted, all went in the next morning., I think Mark Gibbs left the
party and took no further part., He went to Victoria to continue

his busheraft and prospecting further afield.

well, they started to obtain gold in fairly good quantities for
a few days, then one day heard sticks cracking in the bush, and
knew there was someone else about, and saw a man locking through
the bush at them. It was a man named Brewer, from Bowood near

Bridport. As the Lisle creek joined the Little Forester River

and the dirty water went down towards Bridport through his
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property, he followed it up. In those days he would have had
a long rough walk, but walking was the only way to travel

through that type of country.

Well, Charlie Bessell set off to Launceston to report the find,
He walked to Myrtle Bank through the bush, borrowed a horse off
a man named Millwood, who had a hotel at Patersonia, and rode in
to Launceston and reported the discovery, Ofcourse, Brewer had
to go back to Bridport to get his horse and he was about four
hours too late, so Charlie Bessell got what was called a Reward
Glaim, which was about %+ an acre. By the way, he said the horse
ride done him more harm than walking. It was the first time he
had ridden a horse and he was so stiff and sore that he was glad

te get back on his feet again.

Well, before thay had time to prospect further, men started to
come in from the districts aroung the area. At that time there
was a class of men who followed new gold finds wherever they
were, I should mention here that Lisle was an alluvial field
with a granite bottom; no reef or hard rock mining. The Mining
Act only allowed of an { acre each, nut there was what they
called Amalgamated Miner' Rights where they could peg several

claims together, and a party work them together, A miner's right

was 5/~, which allowed you to peg a + of an acre.

i

One of the miners put several ounces of gold on a saucer and had
it put in a shop window in Launceston, That caused the rush,
and it was not long before there was about 2,000 people there;
tents, bark huts and any type of shelters went up all over the

bush, They used to have to walk to Launceston for supplies for
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a while, and then there was a rough pack track from Lilydale and
pack horses were used to pack supplies in. Once they could get
flour, bacon, tea and sugar in quantities, 1t was a big help.
Then there was a road formed from Myritle RBank, It was very rocky
and badly graded, but drays could get through, and the people
could order supplies in larger quantities, and it was brought in
by drays, but the route crossed private property belonging to
one of the Taulkners and he used to charge 53/~ a wheel royalty
to cross his property, But the government made it a government

road right through the priwvate property.

There was a Thomas Faulkner who started killing meat at Myrtle
Bank, and carting it in. Ile also had a store and bufcher's shop
there., There were four hotels trading there - Faulkner had one

of these, There were alsoc sly grog shops.

Those with large families used to walk via Myrtle Bank, Pater-
sonia, Nunamara, to Launceston (about 25 miles) and order their
supplies, They used to get enough for six months, There were
several large families; 14 in our family. I can remember my
father getting 1 ton of flour, 4 bags of sugar, 2 large bags of

rice etc, in one order.

There were various methods of obtaining the gold. In some cases,
for instance,; the ground was about 12 feet deep and 2 feet of the
bottom was gold bearing, so the ground could not be sluiced by
gravitation., The top ten feet had to be shifted by pick and
shovel and wheelbarrow, and some of those miners had a lot of
hard work, The pay dirt was then lifted and put through a box

about 10 feet long and 1 foot wide; a false bottom was put in
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the box, They would put the wash through the box all day and
clean up each night; but where the lay of ground was suitable
for sluicing by gravitation, you could shift much more ground,
and some of them used to work longer before cleaning up. There
was estimated to be between 400 and %00 thousand ounces taken out
of the field, There is still a few fossickers there. There is
a large area of gold bearing alluvial flats. After the rush
quietened down, dredging was carried on for a while over a large
area of the flat, and there was quite a lot of individual claims
worked for years, which I will deal with later. One of the richest
areas was what was known as Donnely Terrace, guite close to where
the Bessells first found gold., It was only about 3 feet deep
and went + ounce to the bucket. I don't know how many Donnely

brothers there was, but the old miners used to say that they

would go to the hotels after each clean up and put it over the bar,

With the boom of the rush over, and some of the claims worked
out, Tom and Ted Bessell started to prospect further afield,

They found gold at the Camden, which was, at that time, thick
bush, It was very patchy, they got some good patches, but they
soon cut out. Then they went back to their camp at Tobacco Creek,
and about % mile over a steep hill they discovered gold in a dry
creek bed, which was later named Cradle Creek. It was rich, but
the gold bearing wash was only about 1 foot. They pegged claims
for Alf and Charlie and some mates, The gold was much coarser
than the Lisle gold; they got specks up to 16 Pwds. There was

a mild rush there; about 600 men. TFor a while there was a store.
There was no water, so they would get water in buckets and puddle
it in the cradle until the gold was more or less separated from
the wash. The Bessell brothers claims were at the head of the

creek, which was about 1 mile long. As they had to cradle the
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gold, it was named Cradle Creek. The head of the creek was about
8 to 6 feet deep. It was worked open, but when it got deeper,
they tunnelled and sunk shalts to bring the wash up and act as
air shafts also. Tt went to a depth of 35 feet in some places, I
worked there about the 1830s for a company who brought water from
Lisle by cutting a race. Al Watts was loreman; he was looked on
as being one of the best alluvial gold miners aroung there at that

time »

When the Bessell brothers was working at Cradle Creek, the rail-
way got as far as Golconda and there was a pack track put through
to Lisle, and a lot of people got their supplies in that way.

One humorous incident was: Clay Watson, who was living with the
Furlongs, used to ride a horse through carrying goods. There

was a swarm of bees settled under a thin shell log and he asked
Tom and Ted Bessell how he could get them, So they told him to
get two chaffl bags and put a frame in it, and they would put them
in it, and he could carry it on horse back, Well, by the time

he got ready the bees had been there about 2 weeks and made several
slices of honeycomb full of honey. They got him to hold the bag
under the bees and they hit the log with an axe and the swarm
dropped into it. He put it on his back like a knapsack and the
honey ran out all over the saddle and the horse., VWhen he got
back into Lislie he was severley reprimanded by Mr. Turiong.

By the way, it was the same Mr. FTurlong who had the store at
Cradle Creel,

When the brothers had worked out their claims, they spent most
of the money they got for the gold looking for the lode that it
came from., They drove tunnels into the hill and cut trenches,
but only found several narrow leaders. As the head of Cradle

Creek and Tobacco Creek are only a few chains apart and the gold
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in both was coarse, with quartz specimens, I still think it is

the best chance of finding a reefl in that area.

I worked some of it on tribute with my cousin, Bill Bessell,
after the syndicate ceased operations, and altogether, including
what the company got, we got about 400 ounces. The syndicate
that started the sliuicing cut a water race from Lisle, a distance
of about 44 miles. Instead of taking the levels from the head

of the gold bearing wash, they went into Lisle and picked the
best place to start the headrace, and the water only reached
about half the gold bearing wash, so I reckeon there is about as
much golid left there as we got out of iit, but the Forestry has
filled the race up and the cost of getting water back on would

be too great to warrant it.

The Lisle township, as 1t was called, was built along one side
of the road for about 3% mile, There was a police station,
hotels, stores, post office, school and cottages; but a lot of
the people lived scattered through the bush. There was a church
back off the township on what was known as the town roadj; the
road that went through to Myrtle Bank. The road through the
township was paved with split slabs, as it used to bog up in
winter, and the people who lived around the rest of the field
used t¢ gather on this area of a Sunday, and instead of saying,
"We will go down that street." they would say, "We will meetf you

on the slabs."

I think the ministers that used to come in were mostly Church of
England. The first one I can remember was the Reverend Wilkinson,
who was Chaplain at the Church Grammar School when it was in
Elizabeth Street. He used to ride on horse back from Launceston
about once a fortnight; he used to stay the night; my family

mostly put him up. Another one was the Reverend Rowe. A lot of
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older people would remember him. HHe was well known around Laun-
ceston, Being that there was 7 brothers in our family, we always

had a set of boxing gloves, and Reverend Rowe was a well taught

boxer. Fe used to love to put the gloves on with my older brothers,

but they were no class lor him.

The Salvation Army was very prominent in the early 1900s. They
had a Corp in Lilydale, and quite a lot of Lilydale people joined
them, and they used to walk through the Lilydale pack track,
about 9 miles. It was a great night when they came in for the
yvounger members of the field. There was generally about 6 used
to come with their brass instruments. You could heax them play-
ing coming over the ranges quite a long way off. They mostly
stayed Saturday night and Sunday night. My family and Charles
Bessell's family used to accommodate them, They would have what

they called coffee suppers; the miners gave quite freely to them.

Tragedy struck one evening. A man named Archer collapsed and

died about 3 miles from Lisle, and he had to be carried down

into Lisle on a stretcher. He was quite a big man. I was only

a kid at the time. Two of my brothers were in the carrying party,
but I can remember watching out of the window at the lights coming
down through the bush. Every family that took part in that carry-

i4ng party had a photo of him.

The families that settled there and stayed on after the rush for
vears were the ones that the later life of the field depended on,
There was also quite a few bachelors stayed on, some of whom
were interesting people. I will try to describe them in theirs

different ways, one at a time, including the families, later.
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There was one thing I will say; the people that lived on the field
were, on the whole, honest, reliable, hard working people, and
it didn't matter whose home you called on, you were treated as

one of the family.

The first woman to come to the gold field was Mrs William Watts;
the family came from Victoria, from the Bendigo gold fields.
There was three children born in Victoria, and the rest were born
in Lisle -« eight sons and two dauszshters. The sons were all big,
well built men and Mrs., Watts was a very fine lady; a wonderful
cook,., If you were asked to a meal any time, it was Just like a
Xmas feast. They, like of the some of the other pioneers, built
their house out of timber cut from the bush; split palings and
pit sawn timber. The husband done a lot of gold mining. A
feature of the house was a huge fireplace, about 12 feet wide,
built from stone and clay. I have seen two of the sons carrying
a back log in on their shoulders; about 3 logs would burn for a
night and a day. %hen the fire died down, they would hang their
wet clothes around inside the fireplace to dry. As there was

9 men working in the water, there was plenty of clothes to drv.
Their two daughters - one married William Langley and lived on
Lisle for years; the other married Thomas Kelly and lived at

Golconda.

The next family T'11 describe is the Furlongs. They also built
a big rambling house out of bush timber. They came from England,
There was six daughters and two sons. One of the sons, Charles,
was the first baby born on the field. Four of the daughters
were school teachers; there was only one married. Mr Furlong
didn't do much gold mining. IHe was the first post master, and
they had the post office for years, e selected some land and

went orcharding as a side line. e used to send apples to England
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sometimes he would zet a cheque and sometimes a Dill, as the

price of apples was not enough to pay the expences,

There was a road put out to Lisle Road, as it was called then.
It is now called Nabowla. The road was about 8 mile, This was
when the railway went through, When it (the road) wasg first
made my father and uncle was two of the contractors. It was all
done by contract; pick and shovel, wheelbarrows, and some of the

trees they had to grub were up to ten feet diameter,.

The mail carriers used to come from Myrtle Bank for a long time,
Jimmy Pearce was one of the first, and his sons used to ride
horse back in. I don't think there was a paper for a long time,

The mail used to come once a week for a long while.

The next contractor was Mrs Mclaren. MNr Arch Alexander had

the Post O0ffice at Myrtle Bank., At this time it was also the
changing stables for coaches going through to Scottsdale. Mrs
¥McLaren had the contract for a long time. On one occasion, one
of her daughters, who was carrying the mail on horse back, was
thrown off and her lez was broken. Mrs Mclaren was quite a
versatile person, she used to carry a revolver with her; they
lived up near the foot of Mt, Barrow; she used to do a bit of
farming as well; she used to milk cowsji she told me her husband
was useless when it came to manual work; he used to sing a bit
and play music; she tole me that they had 8 cows to milk so she
had to teach him to milk, but she said when he had milked one

or two he would forget which ones he had milked, and go back and
sit down to milk the same ones again, so she used to tie a piece
of rag around their horns so he would know which ones not to go

back to.
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The Turlongs left Lisle after a good many years and shifted to
Nabowla, and selected a large area of land, and built a very

nice house, and went in for orcharding again.

The mail was transferred from Myrtle 3Bank to Nabowla. The next
mail contractor was Mr Thomas Cole, who was station master at
Nabowla. His eldest son, Harold, used to carry it in on horse
back. Furlongs still had the post office then, and when Harold
enlisted for the ist World War in 1915, his brother, Frank, left
school to carry it. About that time the Furlongs left and Mrs
Wurr, a daughter of Charlie Bessell, took the Post Office over
for a while., Then Mrs J.H. Taulkner had it for quite a loung
time. The next mail contractor was Mr H.C. Watson, and he
carried it for quite a long fime. Then Mrs Taulkner geve it
up, and Mrs W. Bessell took over and continued until the Post

Office closed. Mr W. Broadhurst was the last mail carrier.

Mrs Bessell had a startling experience - one day when she was
speaking on the phone, she heard something rattling under the
counter and thought it was a kitten, but when she looked it

was a large tiger snake. Snakes were always prevalent on the
field. The Post 0ffice closed about the mid 1940s; they only

got the mail twice a week; the newspaper came with the mail,

Charles [furlong came back to Lisle after a good many years in
Sydney, He enlisted for the 1st World War, and took his parents
property when he returned from the war. He tried his hand at
Tarming. He didn't make a success of it, so thought he would
try his hand at zold mining, and started to work his own garden
away, O0Of course, necbody knew the patch of gold was there. He
go £500 worth the first winter and continued on the next winter.

In those days, it must be remembered, gold was £3/17/O an ounce
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standard price.

Another old family on the field was named Tunner. In one of the
very few tragedies on the field, one of them was killed by a
fall of earth. There was two brothers; one had a family; his
son later became Detective Gunner, One daughter married George
Titmus; one was Mrs Wal Hudson; the other was Mrs J.H. Faulkner.

She died early in life,.

Well, llenry faulkner lived on ILisle all his lifej; married Maud
Rice (his second wife). He was better known as Brady, a nick
name he zot by mocking an old miner there named Jim Brady. Some
strangers even used to make the mistaké and called his wife Mrs.
Brady. Brady was the son of Thomas Faulkner, who was the first
man tc start a butcher's shop and a hotel, Brady was the first
person to drive a fat steer on to Lisle. I!e was pretty well
educated. e went to Grammar 3chocel in Launceston and was a
bright student, but his father zgave him the choice of furthering
his education or stopping on the zold field. He chose to stop,
working for gold. He had two step-brothers, Svdney and Richard
(iiick)}. They also put in a zood part of their life in there
working on the gold field and at saw-mills,

Drady was a small man but very versatile. A selfl faught black-
smith, he used to shoe horses, and if anybody had any problems
in iron~work they would take it down to Brady. He built several
houses in the district; put the brick chimneys up; he could mend
boots; he had six in his family by the second marriage. When
one of the dredges finished in lLisle, he went to Queensland

with it to help assemble i1t at Stanthorpe. Two other men wheo
worked on it went alse. He had mixed success as a gold miner;

he worked several sluicing claims, In later years, he selected
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land and had a gzo at farming, but all he zot out of that was
experience; he ran a few cattle. IHowever, he was looked on as

the handy man of the [ield.

T am writing about the lamilies that stayed on because they were

the people that kept the place going for fourity or more years

after the rush,

There was the family of George Paulkner's, There was five dau-
zhters and four sons. Une of the sons was one of the first tram
drivers in Launceston; one went to Tueenstown when he was quite
voung; Jack and Jim stayed on the field. Jack had a large family,
01d Mrs G. Faulkner was a grand old lady. There was skillion,
built on the house, which was about 30 feet by 15 feet, and after
the last hotel was pulled down (there was a ballroom in it),

that meant there was no place for dancing, etc. Now, Mrs FFaulkner
who was known to evervone as Aunt Dora, she gave them the room
and some of the men put a dance floor in it, and it was the only
place of entertainment for gquite a few years. The room was
called The Ark. There was, at that time, some very good old
dancers on the field. The music was supplied by self-taught
melodeon and violin players., Aunt Dora sold soft drinks and
cigarettes; 3d for drinks and 4d a packet for cigarettes. One

of her daughters married Alf Watts and lived on Lisle for a good
many vears. Alf had a certain amount of luck gold mining., He

and Jack Faulkner worked a c¢laim, sluicing by gravitation, near
where my family lived. T remember seeing them clean up once

for 60 ounces, and I can tell you, it looked very nice in one

prospect dish,
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There was a family of Marshalls -~ four (?)} sons and two daughters.
Mrs Marshall died early, soon after they came onto the field,

so the sons stayed on for a good many years. One of them married
late in life to Hilda Collins. What I remember about George
Marshall: my father supplied the district with meat in the later
life of the field and I used to keep the accounts, and George

was slulcing for gold and worked as long as he could, until the
water cut out, then would clean up, and he only wanted his account
at the end of November; that would be the only bill he would

get for the year., He was a small meat eater, about 3 or &4 pound

a week, and as meat was only about 3d and 4d a pound, his account

would be between £2/10/0 and £3 a vear.

01ld Mr, Thomas Marshall, the father, was another one who got a
nick name. They called him Christopher Colombus because he

was always going to discover something unusual,

Charlie Bessell selected about three hundred acres of land as
a side~-line with the mining. He was also a boot snob., There
was a family of nine - 5 daughters and 4 sons. The sons stayed
on mining for some time and two (Chas and Bill) went to the 1Ist

World War. They are both Anzacs. When they returned Charlie

went to the North BEBast Coast.

One of George Hudson's daughters went to work at the Zinc Works,
and returned and stayed in Lisle till the mid 1940s. His wife

was the last Postmistress, (i.e. Ruby Hudson, wife of Bill Bessell)

Alfred Bessell, my father, also selected 350 acres of land,
Before he selected the land, they lived in 2(?) two romm huts,
then he built a 6 roomed house; 4 rooms on the ground floor and

two upstairs. All he bought was the windows, hinges and nails,.
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Then, a few vears later, when the police station was closed, he
bought a part of that and built a 20ft by 20ftf kitchen and two

more bedrooms. I will write more about my family because 1 have

got first hand knowledge.

Well, he was a bootmaker by trade, He used fto make a pair of
full kip water tight boots for 8/-, and the miners used to wear
them working in the water all the time, and they would last 18
months, But it was not all in the makingj; it was the tanning

cf the leather was the reason. The leather is ruined now in the
tanning process. If you wear boois now 1 month in the water,

they would fall to pieces.

He and some of my older brothers carried on mining for some time,
I think one of the best claims he worked was the site of the o0ld
police station. When it was thrown open for mining, it was stip-
ulated that it had to be pegged not before midnight on a certain
date and you had to have a witness. A5 he was always one of

the earliest to rise; it was no trouble for him., So he, with
his witness, waited in the bush until the ime was up and pegged
it, and as they walked out onto the road, George Titmus and his

witness met them, but he (George) was too late.

So, in with the mining, he started to clear the land; a tough
task with one horse, as Lisle had some of tallest and largest
timber in 7Tasmaniaj; trees grew up to 300ft high and 14t in dia-
meter; there was one 18{t, The land was quite good, but a lot
of gullies and hills., He went in for cows, and later was the

only butcher in the district.
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When we were kids we used to have to carry it (meat) around in
sugar bags, Later we got a horse and used to ride around and
carry a basket, ¥We used to kill about 5 sheep, and sometimes

a bullock and pigs. The price was from 3d to 4d a pound. I
remember once it went up to 7d, and they thought that was out-
rageous., Of course, the customers then, as now, all wanted legs.
Some of them used to get upset if you didn't take them the joint
what they ordered. 1 remember one old woman bashed me with a
wet floor cloth because I didn't deliver what she wanted, When
we never had any stock, Father used to have to buy from Newstead;
the sale vards were at Newstead in those days. He also bought
corned beef Irom Smith and Hutchinson, and mutton birds; 200 in
a cask; they worked out less than 24 each. O0f course, there was
no fancy cuts. It was a leg, a loin, neck and breast. The beef
was roasts and steak; corned beef was briskets, roll and so on.
Some of the larger families used to go for sheeps's head and pluck,
bullock's shinj; the head and pluck used to be 1/- and the shins
1/6. There was a mining company there and a English colonel,

who was a shareholder, came out with his wife to look things
over, However, his wife gave me an order one day for a little
bit of sweet bread and a bit of tripe, etc., and Father held it
out and read it and said, "You better hang the guts on the fence

and let her take he pick". The meat was not boned in those

days. We used to make sausages,.

We also had about the only transport out to Lisle Road, taking
people out to catch the train from Scottsdale to Launceston,
which used to come through Lisle Road 7.30. The road was

very rough. We had a spring dray and a + brd mare, which was
very slow, and the trip used to take about 2 hours. It meant
early rising to feed the horse and have breakfast. The fare was

2/6, and sometimes we would have only one passenger, and sometimes

5. The seats were solidj; a bit of horse hair covered with American




Lo,

k1,

b2,

17.
leather, One time, when Father was driving, the seat collapsed
on to the bottom of the cart, and the three lady passengers land-
ed on the floor. He said, "You will have to stop there. If we

stop to fix it, we will miss the itrain.?

0f course, as we got older, we all had to take our turn to drive
the passengers out. VWhen the road improved, we got a chaise

cart and a faster horse. One wet morning, driving a mine manager
named Dickinson, outs, a log ma:e heavy by the wet rolled in front
of the horse, and he shied and jumped down a very steep bank.

The passenger went out over the horse's head, down the bush.

As luck would have it, the steps of the cart caught on the fender
log of a2 culvert and held, so I was able to release the horse

by unbuckling the hame strap, and a man named Brooks, going to
worX at the wawmill, helped me and I caught the train. We never
used a light and used to take passengers from the last train at

night, rain, hail or shine, We always =———- to the horse.

My father usually only smoked on Sundays; sometimes on a wet

day when he was in his snob shed; but he would meet some of his
mates on Sunday and he would smoke dark Havelock tobacco all day
Sunday, and put the pipe on the mantelpiece until the next Sun-
day. Of course, he used to cart anything that came by train,

using a farm dray and two horses sometimes.

After the last hotel closed, the miners had difficulty in getting
their beer, and used to get it out from Launceston by the barrel,
and although he was against drink, he was obliged to cart it in
for them. I dont remember much about this, but I remember one
¥mas they got seven 18 gallon casks, Thev used to have it down
under the wattles in the grass. They would buy a couple of
cheeses from Hudson's store and some biscuits. However, they

ordered another barrel and he refused to cart it; reckoned they
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had had enough. So they got a wheelbarrow to wheel it the 7T - 8
mile into Lisle; eight miles on a rough road and a barrow with
an iromn tyrej; no rubber about those days; it was no mean feat,

I don't know how many went to get it, but T do know they were
very thirsty and the beer well stirred up, and when they tapped
it it elmost exploded; beer and froth went all over the bush;

they lost about 2/3 of it,

My father was made the registered gold buyer in the district
after the boom. He was allowed 1 Pwd(?) per ounce commission,
and used to take gold from the Tossikers that were in a small
way, and send the gold to the bank for them. They would be paid
half the value for it, and then they would have to wait Tor the
mint returns to get the full value. The larger preducers sent

theirs to the bank themselves,

our house was built on high ground and the road only went with-
in + mile of it for some time, and everything had to be carried
that distance. VWhen the half vearly grocery order came, 1t was
qQuite a job, I didn't take part in the carrying, but my older

brothers did. The flour used to come in 200 pound bags, and the

oldest brother, who was very strong, could carry it with only

one spell,

As I stated before, there were 14 in the family; two of them
died early on; one was t4 (?) and the other 3 yvears. They died
before T was born and they are buried in the cemetry in Lisle.

You would have a job to find it now, I know where it is situated.

My sister, Elsie, was a nurse. She trained in the Royal Alfred
Hospital in Melbourne. After nursing for a while in Melbourne,
she went bush-nursing in Dargo in the Australian Alps. Where

ever she went to visit patients, she had to ride horse back,
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day or night. After a while she came back to Tasmania and was
matron at the Zeehan llospital for a while, then went bush-nursing
in several places, including Adamsfield, She finally married
a miner from that field. She could have written a book on her

life,

BOOK 2

45, Three of my brothers enlisted for the First World War, Len and
Clarence (Cal) and Roy. Cal was killed in action. Roy, at that
time, had been in camp about 6 months, but when Cal was killed
Father stopped Roy from going. He enlisted at 18 without

parents consent,

46, Len came back and worked as bushman at sawmills;: prospecting
at the Golden Plateau Mine leases, and was looked on as being
a good and reliable prospector. The Pacific Gold Company sent
him to fiji in 1935 in charge of a party, about the time the
Emperor Gold Mine was discovered. I went in the party; we re-
turned after about seven months, and they sent him to Bormneo
to report on a diamond mine E,G., Theodore was supposed to have
there, and it proved it was trying to raise capital on a hoax.
Len was complimented by the Pacific Gold Company on always makKing
a true report on any prospect he was sent to inspect. Fe went
back to Fiji in 1937 and was employed as underground foreman by
thie Emperor Mines. He lost his life there in tragic circumstances;

he slipped and fell on a conveyor belt, which crushed him,

47, I remember some humorous incidents that happened in the family.

T will just mention a few of them.
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My father and eldest brother, Earn, were ploughing with two
bullocks and a single furrow plow. TVWell, the old Dad got sick
of ploughing all the time, and he said to the brother, "You will
have to learn to plough". And Barn said, "Then you will have

to learn to drive the bullocks." $o they changed over. Dad
took the whip in the wrong hand and gave the bullocks a slash
the wrong way, and they bolted and smashed the plough into a
stump and broke the wooden beam. The language was hot, 1 can

tell vou,

On another occasion, my brother Roy, was courting a girl over

the hills, about 3 miles away, and Father was staying in Laun-
ceston with Tom, his brother, having treatment for his arm.

He had the misforiune to dislocate his elbow falling off the
shafts of the cart, and was having physio feor it. Ve were baich-
ing at the time, and we had two Griffiths brothers visiting us.
Anyway, on this particular day, we got a wild cow and calf in
from the bush. The calf was about 3 months old and had never
been handled before, so we roped him and after a struggle, got
him into Roy's bedroom, and blocked the window so0 as to make the
room perfectly dark. We slept in the room behind his, and the
room he slept in opened out onto the verandah. ¥e had to keep
awake until about 2a.m. until he came home, to hear the fun.
Well, as soon as he opened the door and the calf saw light, he
charged out hitting the brother about the knees, and he went
over the calf's back, and in his mad rush he (the calf) hit a

long stool on the verandah laden with buckets and dishes, I

can tell you, it made a terrific noise.
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As LI stated belore, snakes were very plentiful, I remember one
Xmas day we had 17 (people) there for dinner. One of my sisters
was working in Melbourne and she brought a lady friend home with
her, and in the middle of dinner a large tiger snake slithered
in the door, and my brother, Cal, zot up, picked a large boiling
kettle off the fire and held it on him while one of the brothers

killed it. There wasn't any panic.

in another occasion my mother went to the toilet, which by the
wvay, was 150 yards from the house, and she called to my brother,
Len, to bring the gun and shoot this snake. 4 5 Tfoot tiger
snake was coiled up on the seat. Most toilets was built over
shalts that had been sunk for prospecting; some of them would

be 30 feet deep.

There was an elderly Scotchman lived in a hut near us, He was

very interesting to talk to, as he had travelled around the world

guite a lot, and we, as boys, would zo to his camp in the evenines
el ¥ ¥ f] A i

and put in a lot of time. His name was Thomas Baily. He was a
stonemason by trade, but gold prospecting got him in and he
finished up badly crippled in the back. He told me once he

and his mate were prospecting in New Zealand and became lost

in the bush near the foot of Mt. Coolk. They alwavs carried oat-
meal with them when prospecting awvay from their campsite., This
time when they were lost they had to swim a river and they had
their ocatmeal in a water proof bhag:; one of them carried that

and the other the panicans in another bag, and they lost the

bag with the panicans in it, which meant they never had anything
to mix their ocatmeal in, so he said they mixed it in the heel

of their boots.
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Now there was another colourful character who came out from Ire-
land and came almost straight to the field. !e asked one of
the locals, "What runs this country, Is it a government or a
presidency?" They said, "A government." "fell," he said, "I
am agin him." Iis name was William Kerr, but ahout the time he
came out, there was a big write up about a disputed will case;
an Irishman by the name of BDitchburn; they wére looking for
him in Western Australia, It was called the Ditchburn will case.
As this man resembled him, he had red hair and red moustache,
he was nicknamed Ditchburn, which he resented very much. However,
behind his back he was always referred to as Bitchburn, and he
was a real wild Irishman. Ie selected 300 acres of bush, right

in the top end of Lisle. He pegged a claim about 1 mile away,

and as he always believed in going in a straight line wherever

54,

he went, he cut a track from his hut to his claim; he cut ends
off logs 4 feet in diameter so he would be going straight., Well,
alter he built the hut he put some fruit trees in., They didntt
grow too well, so one of the locals told him he should put animal
manure around them, so he bought a bull and he (the bull) went
wild, so he would be seen roaming through the bush with a bag

looking for manure. T don't think the trees got much manure,

Well, he got the idea that he should get married and built a
house out of blackwood timber, cut and split on his property.
I never saw the house bhut they told me it was quite a good job.
He had no girl friend in sight, so he went looking for one, but
they kept shy of him, so he went to George Fgulkner and asked
him for one of his daughters and offered him &1 and a bag of
spuds for one, VWhen he had no luck, he burnt the house down,
I can remember the police and some of my brothers carrying him

out oif the bush cn a stretcher, e died of paralysis later in
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the General !ospital.,

After the rush had died down quite a few batchelors remalined on,
as some made enough to live on out of the gold, All very res-—
pectable. Another I remember quite well was one called Pat Cash-
MATL, (Strangley, they were nearly all Irishmen.) Pat had the
Irish wit. One day one of the Faulkners was sitting om a box

in front of a store, playing an accordian., Pat, walking past,
said, "What are you doing there, Jack?" Jack replied, "There

is a big snake under the shop and they say if they hear music
they will come out." And Pat kept on walking and remarked,

"T wonder if they would be tempted to dance."

He was in partnegs with two other Irishmen, working a claim.

The others were named Higgins and Cummins, Dick Cummins dropped
dead in the tailrace and Pat walked up to Harry and said, "Dick's
dead, Harry. "iarry, a real character, said, "What the hell did
he want to go and die for now we was Jjust getting on to a bit

of good gold.," Higgins done well on the field. They say he
made £11,000 out of gold., He used fto wear a flannel shirt and
an oatmeal bag for a hat, On a Sunday he would put a big flower,
a trumpet 1lily in preference, in the button hole of his shirt,
and he was dressed up. He left Lisle to zo to the Yukon gold
rush in Alaska, The night before he lelt he zot Drady, who I
have mentioned before, to come and show him the route he would
be taking, and when he showed him he said, "It's a long wvay,

frady., I will have to have a good breakfast before I leave.”

snother character was a German named ¥Whitty., HWe was married to
a Irishwoman, and they used to row like hell. Ile was very sus-

picious and had a job to get a partner to work a claim with him,
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as he reckoned they all robbed him. At one time there was one
or two incidents of attemplted gold stealing; a man with a bit
of darlk blood in him acting suspicious, and the miners run him
off the field. When some of the miners were cleaning up and
the tadilrace run down in preparation to picking up the gzold,
they would watch the race at night when this character was around.
Well, Whitty got the policeman to watch his race, and got behind
a tree and watched the policeman, The police saw him sneaking
away just at day break, but he said there was mothing he could

do, but gave him a good talking to.

The school closed down about 1905, as there was not enough
children to warrent keeping it open. OCne of the Miss Furlongs
was the last teacher. A few children never had much schooling.
Cne of my older sisters married Perc French at Whitemore, and I
went to live with them. The Lisle school re-opened in 1913,
and I returned for my last vear at Lisle, It was termed as a
Provincial schoel, so the teachers didn't have to be fully

aualified. There used to be a change of teachers pretty often,.

About that time a family of Collins came to settle on a farm
owned by John Mclenzie of Launceston, one of the firm of John
icKenzie and Co. There was four girls in the family, and them
alongz withh the school teachers, added more life to the dances,
which was very popular at that time., Some of the teachers used
to board at our home, Of course, when a new teacher was coming
some of the voung fellows used to seek their company. One of

my brothers married one, and later shifted to Rocky Cape.
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The Collins girls all found husbands on Lisle. The school went
on then until about 1937(?), and then it was shifted %o Prospect

as class room to the Summer Hill school, and is still being used.

There was quite a few catile roaming about the field. After the
dredges finished good feed used to grow on the dumps. Most of
the families used to milk a cow or two, and young cattle ran
free, No one really owned the land, because it was still reserved
for mining, so they used to brand or ear mark them and let them
go. There was prospect holes and shafis after mining Tinished
all over the place, and they used to loose guite a few cattle
down them, Of course, if they were found in time, they would try
to rescue them. If the holes were deep it was a big job to get
them out. You had to start quite a distance back and dig a
sloping trench into them. ©On several occasions I worked all

night helping to dig them out,

Une inecident worth mentioning: T had quite a lot to do with it,
When I was about ten another boy, Bill Marshall, about the same
age, caught a steer by the tail and he ran through the bush,
and went down a shaft about 12 feet deep, and we nearly went
with him. He fitted into the hole very neatly, and he had no
hope of getting out, Of course, we were in a dilemma; what to
do? The steer belonged to Brady, who I have mentioned before,
s0 we decided to go and tell Drady a white lie, and told him we
found him (the steer) down the hole. So he got picks and shovels
a horse and rope, and we went back and helped him geit him out;
cut a trench down to him and rope onr his horns, and he scramble
out, and Brady gave us 5/m and a big bag of lollies for helping
him, After I got older, and was not frightened of him, I told
him the truth., '"Well," he said, "I think I would have given
you the money and lolllies for being honest, if you had told me

the truth then.m
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In 1919 some of the men of the field got together amnd decided
to build a local dance hall, and call it the Lisle Memorial Hall

in memory of those who were lost in the war.

Charlie Furlong, who had just returned from the war, was the
main mover, but when it started there was a wonderful response
from the residents, and it was all done by voluntary labour.
The logs were cut in the bush. Hudson's bullock teams hauled
them to the mill, which was owned by Mr G, Hudson; all timber

and weather-boards were cut free; some of the men split shingles

for the rocof, and all helped grind (?) and o0il the floor. Already

dressed from the planing mills in Scottsdale, it was a first
class dance floor. There used to be dances held regularly for
some time, and they used to have chopping quite often near by.
Then, when the people gradually drifted away, it waé sold to

someone at Nabowla for a barn.

About the time the hall was built, a new mining venture was
started by a English army man by the name of Major Dunn., We
was qguite a colourful character; stood about 6ft 5"; wore long
army socks. He lived in a hut he builft up in the hilis between
Lisle and Lilydale., Ye was there quite a while and people used
to wonder what he was doing there. It was during the 14-18 war,
and he had maps of the war zones and the authorities took him

to Lilydale to question. They thought he was a German spy.

I said they took him: a policeman and J.P. went up to his camp

and said, "We have come up to take you to lLiliydale," "I will

come. I will be taking you.™ he said. "Get going, I will follow."

So they started to walk through the narrow bush track. He carried

a revolver with him and he discharged it, and cut the fronds
off the man ferns on the side of the track. They realised then

that he was taking them. However, he was not questioned any

further.
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What he was really doing there, he was studvying the zeology of
the gold bearing area of Lisle, in view of raising money to
sluice the whole field out again, so he went to England and got
a syndicate interested and they promised £20,000, which was a
considerable sum of money in those day. Yowever, instead of
starting to procure some gold for a start to keep them interested,
he started expensive plans as to how he wanted it to be worked,
wasted money, bought whisky by the two cases at a time, and the
syndicate sent another man out, and he closed everything down,
and then he stayed on for a while, and started to grow small
fruits. He bought my father's property, but it finished up a
failure. These mining speculations helped to keep the place

alive as it meant jobs for some of the men.

The next venture was started by Mr Charlie Robinson. He took

up mining leases, built dams, One of the biggest jobs was to
cut a water race from the head of the Little Forester, a distance
of about 8 miles into Lisle. He had to put in a + mile of syphon.
The race was cut on contract, on the average of about £2 per
chain, He worked about 5 seperate claims with moderate success.

I might mention here the company he represented bought my father's
property and the property of Mr W. Watts, and strangely enough,

he got to small rich patches on each property. On our property
he started sluicing and he struck a rich patch where we had a

big paddock, HWe got 100 ounces in a small area, Of course, it
made it look better for him, as no one knew it was there before

he bought it. The ground was only about 8 feet deep and so rich
that you could see the gold in the wash., And they found another
patch on the Watts' property. This was deeper and lasted longer
but they got more out of it. Mr Robinson had advised the company
to buy these two properties, so getting these two patches of

gold on each property made it look better for him, and it was
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a stroke of luck for the VWatts and my father, as they would never

have sole them othervise,

This was in 1922, We lived in the house for a while, and Father
bought a farm at Nabowla and I went with him., The Mr and }rs
Watts had a house buili at Golconda, and went to live near their

daughter and son-in-law for the rest of their lives.

There was some deep ground worked on the western side of the
field. Mr W. Langley worked a claim for a syndicate., It was

70 feet deep. I worked for him. One winter I remember we had
one clean up for 72 ounces, but the gold bearing wash was narrow
and we had to shift a lot of overburden, and the shortage of
water finally closed it down, Ben Watts drove it and took some
out, but it became dangerous and he closed down. There was
several other small sluicing shows worked for a time, and there

is still one or two working there,

J don't think I should finish without mentioning the sawmills
and timber getting that helped to keep the district going for
quite a few years. The stringy gum timber in the valley was
equal to anything in Tasmania, and blackwood was plentiful,

and the real blackwood., Mr George Hudson, when he finished

with the hotel and store business, started sawmilling and worked
for a good many years; put a wooden tram line to Greeta siding,
a 43 mile away and railed (?) the timber out with horses. Before
he built the tram the bullock teams used to cart it ocut. I re-
member when there were 4 or 5 bullock teams a day carting timber
and blackwood logs out fto Lisle Road station. There was a tre-

mernious lot of blackwood in the vallev,
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me Teature of the mill was the whistle, It was the oz horn
off the "Alice", a ship that sunk in the Tamar, After the mill
shifted to Camden the whistle could be heard, on a clear day,

from Nabowla to Launceston,.

The Hudson family came to Lisle from Lisle Road, where they
had a store. A family named Kenworthy had the main shop in

the township, and George Hudson bought them out, and he had the
misfortune to get burnt out, and then he went into some big
rooms in one of the old hotels, and carried on store keeping

and baking for some time before he went infto sawmilling.

He had six in his family - 5 daughters and 1 son, Walter, who
Joined the police force for some time, but he retired from that
and came back to Lisle, and carried on sawmilling for some vears.
e managed the mill for Dills & Co., until it closed down, then
he shifted to Victoria, and he and some of his sons carried on

sawmilling there for some years.

One character I missed out was an Irishman named Jack Carr.,

He was a notorious liar, and used to lock himsslf in his hut
and pray, One day two of the locals were listening to him, and
apparently he must have ill-treated his wife at one time, and
he said, "Oh, Lord, T know I was cruel to my wife, and want vyou
to forgive me." Then there was silence for some time, and he
said, "That's no answer mister. I want a plainer answer than

that,"
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He shifted out to Nabowla and lived on a farm for a while, and

then he went and lived in Launceston with some TIrish friends,

but he couldn't help telling lies. ‘e made his will and left

the people he was living with a horse and cart and U4 cows, and

Ihe didn't own anything at all.
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fuers roch ground wes found . clioze to the sarface in pleces,

Pome cal cuditles hzd to ©E o~ o-r- beiors 4 T

rer 0 T »ld vep ' ~ oad v ). ou_ 2 e
¢ L 3 %23 aone by dive ‘g 1. from ir & 3, 7 e o -7
races-l This s Ey nc means casy & ouere wvere often lony o
heaa-l‘ iking deloys.,

DU T - A

Saco PR



Con oo . N N IV aed TIiL Wy 1 th:v. . woll
s=pl. Ly Ior mie | & Yor otters s 00T ¢ I The v v P Cc o1l
2w rned £10 - 212 sekly while others "made tucker" only. Buvers

travelled to wisle « paid £3. 17. 6. per oz. for ithe gold which

. particulsar)y rurz alluviel wetal in the foxm of fine rarticles

“2h can be begt described =s "pinhead gravel', Tie _~17 - -
“rom rc ! w328 B8mochth wnile ;. recaovered Trem i hill
T . mas 2 1) more & . 2.

“he ear.iest cluice Loxes ware made Irom timber FTramcs . .
& L. of baizc bottom oy + wiiich were gireitched narrow slats or
"ripples" to trap tne heavy m0ld cust. Later the bnxes were mude

wholly of tiwber which was also uced for fluming, and, in fact,
oxing to its being so readily obtzinable, was pressed into service

ynerever pescsible for tne difficulties of transport into the valley

mnde, as it wera, 2 virtue cf necessity. At first, zround slulcing
wzg © e only me ~a employ 1t but before long nozzles came iato uze,
E Irst ¢l Licee Exding m 2 of conves althi A matan o L iroas
Liemoznd,

Scime very rich ground vus wir<ed ¢ fortines were mace in thoce
2arly days. v really largs pileces of p0ld were ifound: even
penny, ‘:ight nuggets were rare, though several of these wcre found on
Donnelly's workings which seem to have been the richest on the field.

Hera tne wash-dirt was one o four feet sonick & in parts ;ave & dwte

t> “he cubic saed. On Donr:1.'s Tarraze, too, the wora< was
comzar=.ively caey f-r there &3 oL 8 gre2l deal of uto: and “tue
~OLE besrir s 1 w48 near Lo tiz zurfzce wiereas on ot . v clelze
1t . 8 1. , from 6 %o . fasl L

; the ¢l 2 a7 187G it = 8 estl. .3t t LCU czs - . P
bein tak~* fro~ he Lisle ©: 1 . There 18 0 po 2rty uong une

community: those who were unable to find gold in payable jround,

Jot out®. The majority madz a reasonably good living, Hiners'
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T pola. thougis i slmost pure =tatce, nad to bs sepnosrated

rom v % Lring ciay & mineral fwrouilt L0 1a owoich Lo owas er ~edce.
ELEUR S T y bl .!'n; on .. 2 gravelly réicies aft r otacy 1 G
Ve n Circapned as mucii 48 wos—cavle by washix Blow' ., was ?~nec by

tlix aia of & blowprn - o shallow dish wiuwe @ Tuniel at onc side.

oLl wnas t  from tihe furrel wiile tihe bDlowor Tooerged
the Ting blacx sard o sirmiluer dust imvuriities torce "1 the ouerning.
This job was ususlly done in the evening in front of thie open fire
az 1% was escentiel to keop sne contents of The nan from being

Mlac ™2 L. vi:é blowars tr Wl Alter 1 < oddny am el

wus pee..ecd nver the ,0lc to remove iron ores, then tiue proclous

residue xas stored in tins, bottles or jars., Sometimnes tihe black
sand w28 coiiected o« cluarea wite quicssilver. Simnal. vaasge:.ine

Jars which held acout 1 ib. of gold,or round Capsitan obacco tins.
holuoing some 30 ozs., =wmere ponular contalners at the time.

N ‘ners 8013 t> locul licenez2d kbusers: <l tco L
direct to Launcezton & a greay deal of Liule gold was never sold in

Tacmenls, but tu<en vy miners retoriing t> ti:é mainliand,.

As rroscectors gsearcugc aviidly for ruaysble ground & cialis
nere staked 1n ever-increasiag numbers, it was inevitable that
@1 .ftce arc 2 A0I2UL TIl Lus Piga%e a the 1 1anian MHaii o~ L4
vty = 7 can v s the vourt of M- o5 auding wioe 1 octer L
vater vipaty, Interizrence with a tail race & suosequent in,ury to
a ciaim; tiriing asize unter from Bessel.!. s CreelX. Thne di.apu
oooThesn L tEli2ns kare!

denley & others . 3rocks

v'Sullivan 7. Coady
Y .- i TSRS o
s+ er ster

Toduy ¢he names meaan nothin:g to us, but dovbtless “he dis, tes

i c Yy 2 o owers tu2 gubjuct 97 0 o oa o~ *: iosun ~4

1 1~ igo e ‘ - le,; mwo ! 7 rears C_D.
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;o sne lirn of tne wonnny i 2 rov L fQy e o
or nie gold ruch? The irst woman to ustey on to the Lisle field

was e, ¥, a7 L & it 18 s2id that when she came in aight the men

LAve o cueer. Soon after in Junuavy 1. /). ceme Mro. . aLelly &
“ne 1 Tac 1ludic ~.e hkistory in Lisir 2 same year Ly ving '
DUt e Yii ot two cuildeern bors on wtie L ificla. . 2re o y
[ : i re, Kelly, row & freil buv cii .r.ei ] o S
e i Tl G son 1 it N in Lisie v ciive wi
L 017 Dom. Er 21iy 4is wlir Iic cJUiT toe eyes o menery 7ok

icxk “*vh smazirg clarity over YU years while she tells with 71 *1-

nesa o humour of life in the valley at¢ tuet time,

. . . . ) R 7 N T - . s Iy e e v,
' /

Housexeening was something of a nigntmare owing to the absence
0% household utilities & the difficulties of getting regulac & varizd
suoolies. Tiae nuls & shentics were amall & crudely cn structed,

«. 1t hus been ¢aild before, transpor:e proclems were gi.co taat =rne dare

Li2ce Lhuies we o0 70 put in o Jurni ez 3 'acked un on e 8 75
W C. o oLue ¢ wlkich tie © ice 5 ° . i ¢ 1iil -3

Tuw. w oIrem _ 1 oslabs chtained by pit-sav-  _ cr stlittir. the rfzliled
Treea, «frer « vood polzs w2re uzed Yor stays & T © '8, e
I1ittls Bquat cos,; chimneys alsc were constructed from _reen im;
whic-h soon took on a flinty dense texture & ':ag therecailter unlig 1y
to catcen fire. ilowever, 1if thilis did happen the house holder turew

a8 couple o1 buckets of water up the chimnty & if thc damage done wes

irrens Jle. tuere wasg ple. & of timieor (o build s 2, rtie &
S&o  .LEB 2T L Cely used o o, 7 o 3, & YOUK . E .-
tircer aoc~ =+ > 1 YL owiail ter « 10 .o voafie o HAnd
r  re co* w3 ngtio of w2t N, Ag briy --:- aiud- -
oo e AT AT N CoE. GeTUI 2D uniE:rtaslls T.oowinaTe o
23 orfter as rnot Ll ¢ 1 owith oo 2z of ¢ ’ ‘s ias
rti ir>ly trie ST tre baciclor huts | e the famslz u ,e for now:



C.rtepe 7 e _chif ) —up or: T L
. z . i3 P .. dr.,. ...8l. sce8 . 24
- wC Nercs & o S BN T de oy -
oY . . ' o3e ce Y omil! Lo n co- I
it oer oo a4 lz2en-to 18 2¢  uw for 2 ¢ cielly p ered ( du:ze--
P S @ nuete uwere 1lied woivh o ol over whiich newssg -
‘ €e & 0T . alranacs werc pasted 1o a determined aticenrt st
sr _' enin “he home. Many places had 197 rloorin: nothing bt
wnhe - 'th vrovided by nsture & stamped hard by daily use; 1in otners

mor: rortunate hrugewives had roughly adzed timbers to wel: on.
Packing cases were used for cupboards, hastily smoothed boerdg uere
set up for table3d « benches, & bed-framework; naills ia the wells
Berved a8 hooks & rac«s {or hangling; rough dar4 blan<eta covered
the shake-downg & the wiindows were without benefit of curtaing yet
the gallant women of that early Lisle goldrush managed to maxke real
homes from the poor materisl at hand & took »nride in turniin: to use
everything priocticuble & many excelilent 1mproviscactiouns rasultzd.
The trungs 27 manferns \treeferns) were cut ¢ fasnioned in.~ c¢.airs
¢ ccuches ¥ dried fern-:'rords wer: used for stlufring cushione,

Fzrhayrs the true hzllmark of zfood housesxifery was the walvenege of

Tre firerlaces wiilich were 4a ~20My w.tii hizh Aoba made Zrom
aionzt 32t in clay that Taked n rl1 . . rock. Trne ®hivoo. o0 o 20
- uged «. & waslh for tr2 fl.=nlsces ¢ horusekeepzrs . 1ld osreh T,
oo test & carciaily remove o o, v Lliow olces from o 2ir Wity 0 ocuce
2O vaat e T 1 reeult =~ 1 be wmest imaceslutely o~ 7, The
w2e KeDY 0 n. cariy & oo v mas Turelr alilned td o
o iB8 T ¢ tre of 41 life ‘~d~m CPoing te2at Tor oo Do

- »oerorr Tmeciist ) Joo of blowding s old.

.}‘_,_ AR 7.5
YanLion must be male of vy (nthegeduwiiica was made . .. 17 of
S :egrund lopg-cabin aiyle, with .2 creviczs sealzd wita 1o 1+t

cl , o the Lazshed stract re v o ' 'y snuy o neat.
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LISITE.
w1l Zoarsc ot Cone s 1D lens. : 1w . cr 1 Y 76
prLeiae i o , . _ or I U T 1l o ox o .
T e Jweg o ey o T yhich wae © 7 cel
oo T AT | . cted by wver o7 T oo 't Tox

1otue £ —-impoita.., Bearclh or goid ths o ._oaitiss of living were

congicered noc at  Ll.

In 2. & 0i 3ilc«ness LolE2LY rem . 8 uwere used & Lomely @«<iil

ded & o2 res 5 Ier’ to nal -~ &t Souc-1r oBe of C o olie o)
2onsty ot on. Lvoeuvsrs > be 1 ocugh%t frcm Launc:rton — a 1-
: sXpenelve busiregse by tnc Lim2 €oTecne trave. s
T2rched back 8 "co at thiz coghy f aoouln 425,

women gave Hirth to thelr children without nurse, doctor or any
eXxilled attention - a kincly friznc rr neipnbour geve a handa, & if
£.. went woli 1t 0 o .nod, il thert were comolications, somciuimes
Lere inlicved .2 Lre Lo lougs of 0 o Cr or chilg,

T~ ebegence of Tresl nilk w68 cometuliny of a uightmere (o tioce
with chilaren ¢1ll in 7¢c1 an entervwrising farmer from Myrile Bank
undertoog Lo supply the wining comrunity; 6 dailytilz truly , allant
litile man mede the roupgh descen’ iato the Lisle basin with 11ik ino

? zans eacnh Titte-a with a0 Lle foucet, o frastined So & pack-hcree

by mraie 9% ring: wh.cii siiried o N00KE TnoToa o ISP B
wime . . o3t Eo. oo o2 i iCL i oDUt oo otlie o] TIoL Ut nzoploe
-dadly ¢ .. ode ¢ uint Ior 1. Jdou long, wlfiervweres wne I o0&l o0%

to be srer 1in Lisle aiipmeda ¢ Btu .cred down tue c¢uoiern trac.

It was drivern vy tue late Hr. .arrey Yaulkner, tuaen o lad o vbhout 1

& wes o o i 1 oo the herd thot luter surplied tae .~hi.
L ¥Yzc sdaboinsieSu T © -oca2 ir LI Tz, A - e
- - 12, 0 0 1 ¢ T r L2 . toe 2 i
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LICLE,
ovocuudlesd oiten us nmot stuck in . @ noeck of L Lotole . - Lo CKe DELT
e o wCDE UBE(C . <n suoplies ol tiiese ran out the vomen uad to
resore to tne iunadee . smelly Jjam tinn 1 "h , - tins part. 11l 3G

Chavd, tOoppec with any fat avaliable, in which & rca.-wrapned
vick was turust & lipghted. dcmeties, tho, fresgh meat was -t
12 Jle & tuhe comunity had to subsist on salted beef or m:thicn-

LLrG8 sougat in e cask. A vootmakers businesgs was euriy «&i:  1s 1

- lled tue mirers altih: the water-ti ht boots necessary T-r Chelr

SO ; these lusted tor 2 years ia ¢ cuat of water all tlie time, a@
> _ci egieaxs volunes for tne excellent materials & tihe worknan-—

ciare o~ owme Lsifred Bessell wie owner the bucinaess.

oy Tiet . 01 duiv, in revaponse to uryent requests (o cuneck LhLae

1

"ttr.}' vuuze vl L. L0 e Lt C‘-l’l, a 'JOJ\.iL‘e cdnip was built ﬂb(‘ut il .J.J.:‘ “'B-J

dcws w2 € 3t gide of “he vaiiey and a resident policerman detailed to

soeyp crcer in tue di, ir.s dDut the smail locKk-up was8 rarely uaed j\Q;y}r
exce v f~r Ir K8 "0 e uissncees o7 tuemselves, for tne ulsle A

¢ Wv,, Terticuiiurey wezr o firet rush wes over, became & g£in;j-
Zlarly i .8t one s¢c L.at ., 1 _D0 t.2 need f~r a full-time officer

w:3 a8t o L. e aband. i poitce cary :a8 pulled down & any userful
fiti_.. .1 - door «:1ohkg8,. tilr 28 2 tie 1lke, w2re very quickly onut intc

uge or. oLhier Dalloear. T L.te was Lthen t.rown oven to prcoeiectors

& 80 1n a short time owne o7 tue ear. l--sl bulidin, s of t. Lisle

digple 8 ucd venlegaed wit 22t trace,

Py 22 trie “roon" ow - Cefinitely over & mony miners ned

abandtr.d Lo fialc, votn: wrrerely ricti srouna had teen worked &
a .raut aear of =ncalth coniric.ied to tue colony. Some of t..e Leat

lelcs ca 2 {r~m e Clure RBorg, -olaio, wi-izh cave 1800 ozn.

(5

Locwuwrz. _ Torrace ,ave HC. oza, in a yzer; 1in the cresk near tio
05t L. ..ce 550 ozs. of ,0nld were Lexen, & 206 oze. from 1288 Ul .
« 3 aold Gou tae Red Cliff icil was ati'upeed on tuc sloepe gt the

NOr5SH G . Cashrin’g clzim vielded £L2Co =ep man in 6 meorn ~a.
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LISLE, .
There were scsrcely any "duffer" claims along th2 Lisle Creex &
that area made =4 - £12 per week per man, The largest nugget weighed

gsome 15 dwt. & was found =t the Junction of the Lisle & Bessell Creeks.

Always there waes the ecger hope that the source of the gold might
be found & many attempts were made, & many theories put forward but
all without successful application. G. Thureau, Government GéOngiSty
at the time reported to Parliament in 1682 that the main geold-bearing
veins lay in the east foothills of Mt. Arthur, & later authorities
agreed that the source of the ,0ld was where the sandstone & granite
strata meet.

Uf those who left Lisle after the rush was over, some were very
rich « other as poor as when they came, ¥any, discéuraged by the
lony ¢ difficult worg preparatory to actual sluicing, abandcened tleir
claims which cthers tookx on & often found rich ground, without having
to do all ithe "dead work", that is the non-paying preliminary labour.

From the first a bil-weexly mall service came to Lisle by horseback
through Patersonia. .n the beyginning the mail bays were emptied
on to the floor in the house of lir. Tom Faulxner ¢ the people sorted
out their own mail. However, before long a Money urder vffice &
Post uffice were established & run in conjunction with a genersal store
by Mr. C. Furlonge 1n the South west ~f the valley. The Tasmanilan
¥a1l, the Mercury & the weekly Examiner kept the 1solsted Lisle
community in touch with the worlcd beyond the mountain and as well
there were many mainlsnd publications for the miners who hac hurried
to Lisle from the d,;ing Yictorian & N.s.w. fields.

From wnat can be learncd there were few serious accidents on the
Ligle field though one man was killed by a fall of carth &« often there
were gashes from pélinh knives & other timber-petting implements.

An early tragedy was the death of a small girl, Rudden by name, through

being s8truck by a tree which was vweing cut down by her favher.



(e
LLOLY,
dinors csrr Ty Toowny Yo Tooac - r 1. owss 0t eEn

2oL ol . by veh! T Lo Lirl T Svcrcly Lhep

round tor a .r ._, .. w3 cicarcd ono o« L Tast o nalif s 0 T_2 up

26 21zl froc. tae fewnshlp & in . 5S¢ -5 peonle lie bhuried
J The c¢cn '‘finc 1 to o Len on surete. §oaT . 3 <ev) weewnt

¥

froo o 7uaaoe, tO Lae cemetery.

' the rugh sas over many o1 the t- o l= 0 % Lisl Qor
Y~ . » busdiness else 1ero. Connelly ieft 1iis hoiel & omencd = wine
« s .rits business in vecrg 38t., L nceston. Mc¥2 © 's Hoto vas

clesed soon after ¢ Titmus' Hotel, t.¢ scene of mary 1ively duarces &

convivial gutherings closzd down latoer. Scme stor=s cl ToaTwr

whe winall chernist

o

Lep & witn thne Jerlesed porilaetll otz tengo oF

zariy wild rou.h years was r. .ced ¢ .3lirierebliy,

Y¢t, tuere was stilii a sizeable comrunivy o te catered for snd

co1d 10 te wom by those willi-  to rersevere. Turnellin, a 1

D)
the

ooaelilng » ~ ¢~ avines up the easterr. hillside & nore water ruces were

cullt. Svery ligely gu.ly & corner of thz valley was prosrected
zluicing oy verious c¢2-. -“‘es < inoividuals wert oo t- 1Ll

A .reat deal ot ro.rnd hed beer. "mulloc<za oveyr'" 1o zuceh S oway

in the first mad ccraczle wnat it wis hard te say; wahat Lwed been worked

4 et not. After the "Tewmore™ gol. rush haed tas<en many ¢i :rs
from Lsle ©o Lod,0 tLocE . rerulued set abonit 2 3 Thaval &

tiorough re-s’ uacing of wucnr o the surface o1 ihe vailey.

Puring vuow ei ol 4 come  ty bocame ad 2 o .ie - o:d aor

sc n~lir- fer wne grovy | children, Trr . t.is time edica’ -
faciiit :8 werc nil; © teachling the childrernn s ' PR &
arents tho (™ one family . d a i.tor, A school nouse was builtlt 1o
he atl .. n. or Co 'L Zro. .. tle te cher's __a.y, 8 M)
LS RS A AR S JRCIVE tue . rsiooct 35 o7 P < s
ea%t&.‘- C - w i oun vt~ ' b, .ownr S PG g 0Ll Lo

3.
{
2 <.



.
1

LlsLk
E »oa ohall built £ car T es ¢ othar oot ERIEAHIRS o R 77 SEAT
Yol T Tt Sl 0 duls c oo
vz L. &noz-r S ST | Jith o .moZer war s 1oL opr LlTe
beo. . ¢o the + le wo prevent th yvoungr s who .. be ¢ 323 down
there froo faliln, out,
ST oe 3 one ooy .t . uopulavior pecare more . oo | VRV o

b2u 5 were bulle, verandahs & porches were gradusl' fa ed tc existing
coittages ¢ Lisle tock on a lese feverish, m~re mellowcd anpesrance.

Fe 8 a . 28 & T 18 -~ _ ~"rec warere rravionsly there hod been v 1

busi.; a ° pts were made to clear svaces for  ar’ ; teants had lonz
s8incz: disarpeared touct..'r witi: the other mor< temporary shelters;

peonle found time to appiy & little paint & altogether the township becane

acre civilicec,

lo 1349 tue railway to S« tsdale was opened & thisc made Lisle
less isolated, & opened uw the hinterland for--fermine & sawmilling.

A TO u £ %nE maae ~ t7 owne 1 oarest raiivay svation, wLicle Koad,
4t "~ ¢ .. . 1rabcwlzs, a gLorez were orey >ty a r or T gon "rom here

a d -“tence of © miles to Lisle thus tue comwu .t was no longer

Y

dependent on tue hazardous descent over the track fron Patersonlsa.

aoITEe .at Uﬁ{;ph ger.sicz wes no: 2e.d meontniy in Ligdla. o2

S L . ) . ) ]
miunl_. r ...ng toe Rcvﬁwbampbe;i wa0 cume fr . Liiycdazie wia CG..c7. 'a
or Li: o Road. Zven earlier wuun this a vand H2f intrepid Salvetion

Army; ..ople cam@ av interv: .s from Lilyd l¢ over wue ver: diiiiculd

tracs o Lol W 4 L s AT “., %0 CT~Y oach o

Life 2p tho LY - Basin wes conspicuously lac<ing in cu” ural
ari” ‘les 2sing te LUe 1golutlon fren otnirr pasts, o 2r, tue
I . S B . ol L ovlD : 3€e
L Pecariedl o C e T mawh o G 88 2D s — <. DI UL, . oI 2L

featuring cwovp o ruuni. o , pin.. eve ..o .re hold occasionallr,
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1lso foo*tball & crickei matches, &>élways the entire community turned out
to these functions & otncraﬁas well, many—vicifops—many visiiors came
by horse or buggy from Ferney Hill, Golcoenda & Lisle Road once the road
¥as reasonably passable. Plenty of beer was drunk on the Lisle
diggings & in the very early days there was a skittle alley.

Long before the nineties it was being said that Lisle was finished
ye' many stayed on &« mude & living. But the field was long past 1ts
best, even past that "steady best" that followed the rush of 1£79-18&2.
dany people, both miners & tradespeople, continued to leave Lislse &
the valley was dotted with derelict buildings that in time either
collapsed or were pulled dewn or burnt in bushfires. The many deserted

claims began to be covered little by little with bush growth.

The hopes that Lisle would eventually become an agricultiral centre
showed no g8ign of realisation though later an attempt was made by
Cottrell Dormer to grow small fruité>ﬁ*”H0uever, this was abandoned.

The Besgssell Report of 1¢94 stated there was still gold for those
wliliing to persevere with mectiods othe%?%ﬁe pick & shovel - the time for
easglly won gold was past. The Kelly Repcert at the turn of the
century adviced dr«d.ing machines as the only »nayable approach to
getting further gold from the Lisle basin, & pointed out that the Lisle
Creek was capable of 20-25 gluicehe=:ds of water in winter time.

In 1899 the Lisle Dreaging Co. was formed but operated without
specltacular success owing meinly to insufficient water & also to the

presence of timbers hidden beneath the surface,

Little by little mining activitica cwindlel o died, The »-onulation
shrank to a few hundreds zarly in the new e century. The ori,.inal
hotel-keepers had long since left but one hotel was maintained by
»re G. dudsornr t1il: about 1520. & s
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The car years o ihe century s¢ muiy optim ~:ifc butl Yruiltless

T -~ to -t .Gt miziny on » profi 1 nsie ‘ o 30 4 Led
Lice 301 o 028 ¢l gola we. it Lo the £l Conly
few husks oi houses stand here & there. Bush has reciaimed the

e tie road is choked et ite sides by cluwps of nattie, adaogwond

s 1

Ao . Trne livile Btrezimns are 1 many oliaces enwvlrery rerovad

8i.ht & aound by masses of brumbles & ferns.

;- 8fter taxkir all he ¢ .2 fira, has bezun inprc © Do

back the valley to Neture and the silence of the centuries,

/. 1. Edwards. — . N e
—_— ) ) = == = .
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