
APPENDIX 2 

 

UNPUBLISHED REPORTS FROM LAUNCESTON CITY LIBRARY 

PART 2 

 

Contents 

Extract Mercury Newspaper, 26 Sept 1883 

Extract Mercury Newspaper, 21 April 1959 

 





\"-... 
*.t.{ al A r".[ . f9s?

t.'

i Because ' the . old-timers
have told me it ls the, right
lthing to do I shall flrst boil
hhe billy, and then turn the
pan upside-down ovex the
hot ashes , 'so that every

Gold-Dast
fftrsse trFes
SOMETIME when the Christmas bush
Iines the narrow road with white, I, shall
put a tin pan in the boot of my long-suf-
fering ear and make my way to the old
goldmining town of Lisle.

r lrlow it has only about
three permanent residents,
and one of them ls the
grarrdrson of one of the
men who discovered the
field in 18?8. IIe is Mr.
L. II. Bessell, a Forestry

, Comrnission' offioer.
The gold Was found by tne

Bessel,l brothere, Charles,
Tonr, and Alf , and Mafk
Gibb. By 1883 the town w&s
boorntng. Altogether 250,000
ounces of gold wa,s recovered
and, as ihe old timers point
out, the "mother lod€" has
never been found !

One of the people I found
stiil prospecting for it in a
quiet ryay was Mr. 4,. J.
B,essell of Mowbray, Laun-
ceston, who spends a great
deal of his time with hts
son.

Mrs. Bessell, who grew
up in Lisle, used to help
ln her father's Etore, and.
one of her Jobs was to
weigh the gold tlust with .

which the miners bought
their groceries.
A p€nnyweight. was worth

3/9. It was very pure gold,
and an ounce was worth t3z
18/.

Mrs. Besseli has a brooch
made from a nug,get. She
has also the seal of the Mt.
Arthur , Post Offige (which
served Ltsle), - and she was
allowed to'.keep, it when the
office was closed.

As everyone was too busy
looking for gold , to: grow
vege,t6,o-les, the people from
LilJrda1e used to. load u'P
fheir-' packhors:€s, and take
th€ir produee to ,, Lisle to
sell. Transport wa,s sueh a

firace of grease ls burned off
,[t' and the gold dust witrl not
stick.
: 
' I shall step into the blaclr-

berry-lined creek, and flll
ibhe pan \#ith gravel and
lwater, and, swifling it geni-
[y, empty out the gravel as
I do so.
I Then I shall look very
hard at tlre side of the pan.
boPing 'to see in the gr'bove of
[t the bright specks of col-
our that are gold dust!
, Meanwhile I can't help
being fascinated, by the his-
lory anrd. setting of Lisle,
whieh ts so' nearly forgotten
,fh,at it is hard to find on the
map.
, Set tn the hollow of very
hieh h,ills in the countryside
bounded by LiiydaJe, Nabo'w=
!a, and Patersonia, there ffi
little left to , show that it
was once a town ' of 2,500
beople. It had a, chursh,
Bchool, four hotels, five but:pher's shops, and elght
s6orgs. i.:

l.. It r-eceived tts' neme' =ert-Ftnally De Lisle=-from,,',Gov-
,bronor Weid iri honour of''his
wffc;$ maiden name.

preblem that they shelied
the peas ts make more room.

ft was ar big day when Mr.
H. Fa.ulkner, whose widow
still lives in Lisle, brought
the fi.rst cow into the vil-
lage.

But the milkman ealled
earlier than that. He lived
some distance over the hill,
and brought thermilk in'two
special c&fis; Each was;'fit-
ted with d, tap , 

,and they
were loaded on to -a very wise
pack-horse which vi/as care-
lully ' led into ihe viilage !

of , Launceston, who has been
doing research on earlY. daYs:5
conductecl a partY pf ll,oYal
Sociefy members 'about,

Lisle; and I think thev were
ail ab fascinafed as I am.

A Still prospecting in & '

quiet way is Mr' 4,, J.
.Bessell, of MowbraY, Laun-
ceston, who is & solt of
Mr. Charles Bessell, " one
of the bt,others, who found
the gold, in the SPrlng of
1978,

R,,ecently Mrs: V. Ed'wards




