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roceries

SOMETIME when the

Christmas bush

lines the narrow road with white, I shall

put a tin pan in the

boot of my long-suf-

fering car and make my way to the old -
goldmining town of Lisle.

old-timers

Because the.
have told me it is the right
thing to do I shall first boil
the billy, and then turn the
pan upside-down over the

hot ashes 'so that every
trace of grease is burned off
it and the gold dust will not
stick.

. I shall step into the black-
berry-lined creek, and fill
the pan with gravel and
water, and, swirling it gent-
ly, empty out the gravel as
I do so.

Then I shall look  very
hard at the side of the pan,
hoping to see in the groove of
it the bright specks of col-
our that are gold dust!

Meanwhile I can’t help
being fascinated hy the his-
tory and setting of Lisle,
which is so nearly forgotten
that it is hard to find on the

map.

Set in the hollow of very
high hills in the countryside
bounded by Lilydale, Nabow-
la, and Patersonia, there 1s
little left ‘to show that it
was - once a town of 2,500
people. It had a church,
school, four hotels, five but-
cher’s shops, and eight
stores.

It received its name —ori-
zinally De Lisle~—from Gov-
zronor Weld in honour of-his
wifels maiden ‘name.

Now it has only about
three permanent residents,
and one  of them is the
grandson of one of the
men who discovered the
field in 1878. He is Mr.
L. H. Bessell, a Forestry
Commission officer.

The gold was found by the
Bessell  brothers, Charles,
Tom, and Alf, and Mark
Gibb. By 1883 the town was
booming. Altogether 250,000
ounces of gold was recovered
and, as the old timers point
out, the “mother lode” has
never beerr found!

One of the people 1 found
still prespecting for it in a
quiet way was Mr, R, J.
Begsell. of Mowbray, Laun-
ceston, who spends a great
deal of his time with his
son.

Mrs, Bessell, who grew
up in Lisle, used to help
in her father’s store, and
one of her jobs was to
weigh the gold dust with .
which the miners bought
their groceries.

A pennyweight was worth
3/9. It was very pure gold,
and an ounce was worth £3/
18/.

Mrs, Bessell has a brooch
made from a nugget, She
has also the seal of the Mt.
Arthyr - Post Office (which
served Lisle), and she was
allowed to keep it when the
office wag closed,

As everyone was too busy
looking for gold: to grow
vegetables, the people from
Lilydale used to-. load up
their-- packhorses, and take
their produce to .Lisle to
sell. Transport was such a

problem that they shelled
the peas to make more room.

t was a big day when Mr,
H. Faulkner, whose widow
still ‘liveg in Lisle, brought
the first cow into the vil-
lage.

But the milkman called
earlier than that. - He lived
some distance over the hill,
and brought the milk in-two
special cans, Each wags fit-
ted with -a tap.:and. they
were loaded on to a very wise
pack-horse which was care-
fully led into Lhe village!

Recent y Mrs; wa
of Launceston, who has been
doing research on early days;
conducted a party of Royal
Society members about
Lisle, and I think they were
all as fascinated as I am.

& Still plospectmg in a
quiet way is Mr, R. J.
Bessell, of Mowbray, Laun-
ceston, who is a son of
Mr. Charles Bessell, one
of the brothers who found
the gold in the Spring of
1878,






