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Abstract 

RL14/1988 covers an area of 17km2 and is located approximately 15km NW of Fingal. 

Exploration activities have been limited to a period in the early 1980’s when the Retention 

Licence was part of Exploration Licence EL 50/82. The eastern portion of the RL contains coal 

bearing strata which is similar to the Fingal area but the resource has not been modelled to 

provide a JORC statement. The current view is that there is no open cut potential and the 

underground potential is limited by the coal seams being <2m thick and the lack of 

infrastructure. No further exploration or evaluation is warranted at this time. The location of 

the resource is shown below: 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Position of RL relative to Fingal 
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1 Introduction 

Tower Hill is an outlier of Triassic coal measures located 15km north-west of Fingal. The 

measures are equivalent to those found at Fingal. Between 1981 and 1984 when the area 

was part of Exploration Licence EL50/82, the Cornwall Coal Company drilled four holes, 

three of which provided a number of coal intercepts.  

2 Review of Previous Work 

Previous work has comprised four (4) drillholes, three (3) of which intercepted coal. The drill 

program was the subject of report compiled in December 1984 by McElroy Bryan and 

Associates (now known as McElroy Bryan Geological Services) which was submitted to the 

Tasmanian Government at the time. This report is attached as Appendix 1. The Report 

contains a location plan (Page 4 of the report) and summary of the data obtained from 

drilling and analysis of coal samples as Table TH 1 (Page 5 of the report). The drillhole data is 

further summarised below: 

 

Drillhole Total Depth Coal Intercepts 

DDH 7 151.7m Seam B, 1.86m thick at 20m 

DDH 9 101.0m Seam A, 1.16m thick at 39m 
Seam B, 0.79m thick at 91m 

DDH 14 95.4m Seam A, 1.47m thick at 56m 
Seam B, 1.39m thick at 81m 

DDH 15 56.0m Nil 

 

In regards to the data obtained: 

 It is considered that the resource is confined to the eastern portion of the area, 

 There has been no modelling of the data to provide a JORC statement,, and 

 Coal quality is consistent with that found on the Fingal Tier in that raw coal is in the 

30%-40% ash range (air dried). At a yield of approx 65%, a product coal is generated 

which is in the 15%-20% (air dried) range. Volatiles are in the 26%-30% range (air 

dried). 

3 Exploration Completed During Reporting Period 

No exploration activities have occurred during the reporting period. 
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4 Discussion of Results 

No exploration results have been obtained during the reporting period. 

5 Conclusions 

From results obtained prior to the reporting period, the current view is that: 

 Whilst the resource is not particularly deep, it is not amenable to open cut extraction 

due to the steep slopes around Tower Hill, 

 At present the resource is a marginal prospect for extraction by underground 

methods due to the seams being relatively thin, ie <2m thick and the absence of 

suitable infrastructure.  

6 Environment 

The License Holder has not accessed the License area during the reporting period for any 

reason. Consequently it is reported that there has been no surface disturbance of any kind 

attributable to the License Holder. 

7 Expenditure 

Other than expenditure on compiling the Annual Report, the has been no expenditure on 

the RL. 

8 References 

There are no References.
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APPENDICES 

APPENDIX 1 - Report on Coal Exploration Program at Tower Hill – McElroy Bryan – 

December 1984. 
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