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BRIEF RESUME OF THE HISTORY OF TH

zc. (J~5V
BIG BEN MINE, Z EEHAN, TAS NIA,

Thie mine wae found by Meeere, Clark and Blacklow of Zeehan,
Ore of high grade wae uncovered at the baee of a rocky eecarpment
and an underlie ehaft wae put down &n the lode to & depth of 50 feet,
Drivee were put out north and eouth dn the lode. The lode wae of
very little value eouth of the ehaft. In the north drive a lenee
of high grade ore wae opened,up over a length of approximately 60 ft,
Thie lenee of ore wae etoped out qy Clark and Blacklow. The die­
coveriee drove north ~n the lode until an eaet-weet croee-couree wae
met with, and at thie point the valuee were loet. The Weet Co~et

Syndicate continued the north drive through the fault and found fair
valuee on the north eide of the croee-couree. Ae the drive continued
north, v~luee became better, and a rather nice lenee of ore about
2-3 feet wide and approximately 60 feet long~ae opened up. Thie
lenee of ore wae going etrong underfoot. Coptinuing north on the
lode valuee became poorer and finally driving'wae diecontinued when
ehale pitching at a eteep angle to the north and with an eaet-weet
etrike wae encountered. Thie lenee of ore wae etoped out by the Weet
Coaet Syndicate, the maximum etoping width wae 11 feet carrying good
valuee. Two gradee of ore were extracted by hand picking and jigging,
the remainder wae etacked ae milling ore which would yield approxim­
ately 1 ton of concentratee for 7 tone of crudee.

After the No.2 Lenee of ore wae etoped out qy the Weet Coaet
Syndicate it wae decided to eink a Main Shaft on the eaetern eide of
the line of lode and eome dietance north of the underlie ehaft put
down by Clark and Blacklow, At 38 feet down the influx of water wa~
too great to be handled and codtrolled by meane of a windlaee and
buckete, and the ehaft wae diecontinued, and ehortly afterwarde the
option held by the Weet Coaet Syndicate wae eurrendered,

The water eeepage in the mine workinge from the underlie ehaft
wae controlled qy a wind-mill claee of pump, operated by a emall oil
engine, The pump had a 4" working barrel with 2" euction and deliv­
ery pipee, and worked on a 20" etroke. The water in the workinge
from the underlie ehaft wae very eaeily controlled. The pum~ would
be etopped at 12 midnight and etarted at 7 o'clock each morning, and
it wae eeldom that the workinge would not be eufficiently drained for
the men to go into the working facee at the beginning of the day ehift.
No work of any kind wae done qy the Weet Coaet Syndicate below the
level of the 50 ft, underlie ehaft. The Big Ben lline i:5 well worth
exploiting below the preeent workinge, The ehaft commenced by the
Weet Coaet Syndicate ehould be continued down to a depth of 100 feet
below the eurface. From thie level a ehort croee-cut would 'interceIt
the downward continuation of the No. 2 Lenee of ore, and if thie opened
up eatiefactorily a eoutherly drive ~n the line of lode would inter­
cept the No, 1 Lenee of ore worked qy Clark and Blacklow. The Big Ben
Mine ie about 3 milee north of Zeehan and ie eituate within the min­
eralized belt of country that travereee the Zeehan Silver-Lead Field.
Mr, Fred Tricke of Melbourne wae the Legal Manager and Mr. A. D, Sligo
wae the Local Director and Taemanian Agent for the Weet Coaet Silver­
Lead Syndicate.
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