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GENERATL

A syndicate composed chiefly of Tasmanian residents
has been granted 3 Special Prospectors ILicences and
several mineral leases in the Scamander Distriect, N.E.
Tasmania. Two other areas in the St.Helens and Bicheno
Districts have been applied for and another not yet
grnntol covers a large area near Bridport adjacent to

&Iﬂ S Mr. R. J. 3 Te senting
‘lihl ea‘tc M R.T.A.E in September 1957 with
qm; to our ponihle interest in these properties.

su‘blo on was made between October 2nd
and Tth Ln:m

he syndicate (kmown as Aero-lire ral Search) has
4 nnbm with holdings listed below.

R, J. MeDermott 21/60
n.r. Ho 21/60

A. Watt 60
R. Bgker 18/

None of the syndicate members tppnr to have hing

but the most rudiment ge
but they have nﬁ.gr bouf’foo square es of

untry much of wh:l.ch is of some mineral interest.
T?l.ﬂ.‘ uldrus for official communications is -
M.P. Holman, P.O., St. Helen's, Tasmania.

8.P.L 322 R.J.MeDermott 4 sqem. To cover lode tin
Pinnacles area.
S.P.L 328 J.G. Watt 16 sqem. To cover alluvials

in River flats
along Scamander
Rivere.

S.P.L 333 W.Holman 4 S0 To cover lode tm
and co
deposits known
from thn
Area.

Mineral ILease = 40 acres Brock's Lode Tin
'm-kingl. :

Mineral lLease = 25 acres ﬁrust md
Lode

Mineral Lease =~ 20(?) aes. OriecoCopper
Workings.

(2) $St. Helens District
8.P.L M. Holman 168 sq.m To cover mum
'“m..
(3) Bicheno District

Lo E.J.Walshe 168 sq.m. To cover G'im
— . L% aliuvial viniHopc-
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(4) Bridport District

S.P.L R. Baker ?20 sq.m To cover alluvial
approx.) tin and gold
Rrometl and lode
eposits.

The areas so far granted under S.P.L to the syndicate
have somewhat liberal terms, r equiring the employment \
of two men for prospecting purposes.

October 2nd - 7th I made a brief inspection of
the Se er and St. Helen's properties. The most
concrete proposition referred to me was an area of possible
dredging ground along the Scamander River (Plate 2) and
on this I spent most time examining the ground, d some
P and outlining possible dredging ground from the
ine ete set of aerial photographs in possession of the

syndicate. -

While in the vieinity the St. Helen's S.P.L was
also inspected. The Bicheno S.P.IL was not examined as
the syndicate had no conerete pro-?m to refer to me
and I informed the cate that I might look this area
over provided they first show me the aerial photo hs
which they have ordered. ILikewise the Bridport S.P.L
was not examined as the application clashes with one
made recently in the name of D. King on behalf of R.T.A.E.

The town of Scamander is a small resort on the
Tasmanian east coast at the mouth of the Scamander River.
Lo:;ss :;y be hmd fmmhnmo.d - lzg by o%thmt: two
good roads ch are or the greater one
via Scottsdale and Derby (120 miles) and one vie Conara
Junction, Avoca and St. Mary' 0 miles). Access from
Hobart can be had via Conar 4miles) or on a coast road
through Orford and Swansea ?154 nilu’. The nearest
rail head is 1l miles distant at St. Mary's, a centre
for coal mining industry of North eastern Tasmania.

In the Scamander district low dumes about 20" high
fringe the shore line. Inland is a low coastal plain
covered with aeolian sands wi th a vegetation consisting of
grass and rushes. This gzvea place westwards to a raised
grass covered plain about 608100 on which are
preserved remmants of Tertiary and ternary deposits.
This rises westwards at a distance from one to
two .11.. in shore meets the base of a low coastal range.
600 to 800 feet high. y

This coastal range is interrupted som e two miles \
inland from Scamander by the valley of the Right Branch of |
the Scamander River, and ranges referred to as the .
Scamander Tier reaching to 1200' in height rise west of the |
valley. Prominences on this tier include features knowm °
as the Pinnacles, Pimple and Pyramid. ‘
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The Scamander River runs on a meandering easter
course through the distriet and drains approximately 150
square miles of country. Main tributaries ineclude the
Upper Scamander, Avenue River and Rizht Branch of the
Scamander. As the main stream approaches the coast
it has an estuarine character and has steep rocky banks
marginal to its wide flats. The present main outlet
is near Scamander Township where the mouth is barred by
a sandbar. Overflow apparently occurs at times thro
Henderson's Iagoon, a sheet of water behind the coast
dunes which has a barred sea entrance at Falmouth 3 miles
south of Scamander. The Scamander River is apparently
tidal for as much as 5 miles upstream from the mouth
when bar is open.

The oldest rocks in the area are a sequence of
quartzites and shale referred to the Mathina Group of
Silurian (?) age. These cover the greater part of the
area examined forming the hill masses of the coastal Range
and the Scamander Tier. Granitej referred arbitrarily
to the Devonian period intrudes the older quartzite shale
sequences., In the small area inspected g te does not
outerop extensively, but occurs in coastal cliffs near
Falmouth and inland to St. Mary's Pass, and also further
north near St. Helen's. 0ld reports record te
gorp between Cato's Creek and the Avenue Kiver, and other
ocalities near Scamander.

Some remnants of Permian strata may exist in t he area
but none were seen. The coastal areas are marked by a
broad alluvial plain having Tertiary and Quaternary sediments
covering bed rock, There is a theory that an old course
of the Scamander River passed south of Scamander through
Henderson's Lagoon and while this is quite possible it has
not been fully substantiated by boring.

(1) Iodes

Occurrences of silver, tin, wolfram, coupper and
arseno te are recorded in lodes in the urian sediments.
The s cate has shown some enthusiam with respect to these
and have pegged several deposits as mineral leases, and have
re-opened roads to the Great Pyramid and Orieco Mines.

The gyndicate's main interest as far as lodes are
cone s7in tin deposits in the Great I d - Brocks -
Pinnacles Area and copper at the Orieco .

I paid a brief visit to the Great Pyramid Workings
which are now easily reached by road from Scamander.
Good mﬁ.-n stone showing coarse cassiterite can be seen
near wrkings and narrow veins cassiterite are
developed throughout the country rock quartzite and
slate over a wide area. The deposits are ideally situated
on an easily accessible high ridge for testing by drilling or
adits and for either open cut or underground mining.
However 2000' of prospect adits have been driven in the
past and samp by several investigators has been carried

out and the results are on record. Nothing I saw during
brief inspection gave & reasons for departing from H. Keid's
conclusions in an shed report to the Tasmanian Mines

Department dated July, 26th 1957.
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The Orieco (Eastern Proprietary) Copper Prospect is
the most important of several copper prospects said in
0ld reports to occur along a "lode"™ marked by a wide
silicified slaty outorop over a length of two miles.

A "gossanous capping" is said to occur at the surface
over uctiox:i pgridths lode. itdme rich gxidim ortnm
seoondu-i 8 es were bagged and sent to Mt for
treatmen mﬂ ears ago from the Orieco Mine. m-;une
workings exi t are not all accessible. The Orieco
Mine was not visited during my inspection.

A point of interest is that the Scamander Ieases and
S.P.L's held by the syndicate are entirely enclosed by the
8.P.L's recently taken out E.Z, Industries Iimited
and doubtless will be flown that cm during
contemplated aerial ooph;pioal surv The geo logical
environment in the syndicate's areas is o:f course similar
to that which caused E.Z to take up permit areas.

It is reputed that E.Z. had the Orieco Mine programmed
for testing recently reason of an option with a
previous lease holder but this was never done. I
cannot substantiate this.

Concerning the lode deposits it is doubtful vhether
any wrthwhile preliminary appraisal could be made without
a detailed geological survey of three square miles of
country, with mapping and sampling of old workings.

Alluvial tin dmntl in which the mliterit. has
probably been shed from lodes of the Great Pyrami %
have been worked in a small way from tri'butar:l.u of
Scamander River.

The most intere alluvials however occur along
the course of the er River where wide flats,
possibly estuarine in character occur. A composite
photograph of these flate is attached as plate 3.

A timbered flat some distance above river level occurs
between Kelly's Creek and the Scamsnder River. Several
prospect shafts have been sunk in the past on this flat
reput Siamese Tin. The shafts be 35' = 40%eep

in all and the presence of tin can shown
pmnugafmctthmtd-tmdhﬂttt
:g.tlhrs 1 have sighted no records of value in these
ts.

About half a mile N.W of theogapn- Scamander road
turnoff, low swampy flats of the er of ¥ mile in width
occur along the course of the Scamander for a distance of
three miles. Siamese Tin are reputed to lmro put in a

few shallow pot holes to test ‘hhhgrmml no records
of this have hniiglﬁd present syndicate have

m.m&m“thcmﬁlmmcdmmm

with the er River and R.J. McDermott states that
the nh!:%ﬂtmd at 60' and showed "tin all the
way" though nd proper assays were made.

This area, with the timbered flat first described,
probably has at least 70,000,000 gubic of alluvials

agsed on an average depth of 40 feet ch is considered
a oamtivo u on. To the southwest lies
higher but ’blo eo’ separating coastal
flats near gﬂ Lagoon from the Scamander River

Flats. This is an intmod 0ld course of the Scamander
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and a possible additional 80,000,000 cubic yards
of alluvials can be estimated to the coast at
Falmouth.

Under the supervision of J. Coldham, Consultant
Mining Engineer for Comsolidated Tin, a number of
surface or near surface samples were recently panned
throughout possible dredging ground from Kelly's (Oreek
to Henderson's lagoon. positions (1-14) are
shown on Plate 2, All these dish prospects are said
to have shown some tin, and I checked some at random
with a pan and recovered cassiterite concentrate. .
The cassiterite shown by dishing is very fine, no course
tin was seen in any samples I panned.

This Scamander dredging pr ition was the most
interesting g oposition shown to me by the Syndicate.
There is no i that a large volume of al luvials
which could be dredged occur and that some tin exists
in the alluvials. Whether values which could support
a | operation exist is in doubt. Factors which
are avourable are =

(1) the shedding area contains little if e.n{ granite
or greisenous rock although the quartzites carry
narrow cassiterite veins. |

(2) the effect of estuarine sedimentation in diluting
river alluvial material from a tin bearing source.

(3) fineness of tin shown in dish prospects. 1

(4) the lack of interest shown by early workers in
the area. Tocal hearsay says that in the area
Siamese Tin did not test the area to any extent I
beyond some surface pot _holes which are reputed
tomogm ues. The area is
said to have been aband along with others
when sluicing ventures Siamese Tin in other
areas showed little wor profite This of

course could only be substantiated by sighting
Siamese Tin records.

¥ this was a virgin prospect in open ground I would
have no hesitation in recommending a few scout holes to
test the ground to bottom.

&l

The syndicate has pegged an area of about 168 square
miles near St. Helen's which is a small fishing :
and coastal tourist resort on the western extremity of a
h.::%o inlet (George's Bgy)s St. Helen's lies about 11 miles
north of Scamander and has similar convenient means of road
access from either Launceston or Hobart and also has an
unsealed airstrip suitable for light aircraft.

The greater t of the permit area consists of
hilly country with two main drainage systems (the George amd
Anson's River) developed on the north eastern and southeastern
fall from the Blue Tier which is formed of high ranges in
the vicinity of the settlement of Iottah.
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Flats generally of small extent occur along the
creeks and rivers, but in coastal areas partieﬁnrly
near the mouth of the George River at St. Helen's are
more extensive.

Geological Background

The greater part of the area is underlain by
granite (Devonian ?) but small remnants of Permian
sediments occur near the coast, anl Tertiary and
Quaternary deposits occur along river courses and in
coastal areas.

The granite of the Blue Tier country formed
the source for the important alluvial tin deposits on
the northwest fall in the Ringarooma area where
our present S.P.L 323 is located. Similar alluvial
deposits have been worked on the eastern fall particularly
along the Georges River system.

Mineral Prospects

Iode tin deposits are widespread throughout the
Blue Tier country (Anchor Mine, Victory Mine,) and
one (Priory) has been worked near St. Helen's, but no
large production has been won from any existing mine.

As with the Ringarooma district, the bulk of tin
produced has been won from alluvials pariicularly from
Thureau's Deep ILead and its tributaries, which system
is develo along the Tertiary course of the Gur!u
River. se Tin and other interests have carried out
extensive testing of Thureau's Lead and much of the
ground has been worked up to the present date by sluicing.
Records of testing and uction are now largely lost.
Apart from this well defined lead there ears to have been
no systematic prospect or testing over the ,
part of the area, probably because oi difficulty in
obtaining water for sluiecing operations.

The syndicate seemed to be of the on that they
could offer to us the S.P.L as a position, but I asked
them to indicate specific areas which they regarded as
definite prosnects. nl:iy then drew to tention
several areas which I e commented on 1ye

(1)

s reputed to have once ated in

e deposits of Georges Bay but I could
not confirm this. ‘he Bay is essentially an
extensive shallow estuarine body of water into
which the Georges River issues. Somemmrgingl
uup{ flats occur. Siamese Tin is reputed to
have bored to some depth in alluvials offshore
from St. Helens.

Though a wide a of submarine alluvials AI exist
and sit contain some tin I am particularly
dou if such estuarine umouu carry
values sufficient to warrant « Some
fossickers have however appal worked tin
from coastal deposits in cliffs along part of
the shores of the inlet.
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(2) Ilats north and west of St. Helen's.

LM““MOWI’W

from the T lead (T 's) 1 have a
mmxm’tm«ftﬂs would be
we Although I have not mighted any

(4) Ya

Beraly SBS SRAloymens of twe h;rqoﬁ:,. Thi
m“ﬂ—lplmilyh'got:“ by 2 M.:t.

|
/
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g The hmnapprcﬁd . dn:todmin
regarding mc es and from what m
hﬂntom.nothda mmImt t
;ial . : was eu

tlu area bnt thtt thcro il a division between

of Mﬂl‘hﬂ Tin
“*"’.""at.;;st.fsa“....“ e

ect a final re hnmﬂnth

: anxious about the lay in coming to terms
th Woﬁ Tin and are to negotiations
in favour of any other : take e action
to test the Scamander gro under free ion, I pass
this on for information but cannot say r it represents
the true state of affairs or not.

About 600 acres of the Scamander ground is
WWW&M&UM&.WQ states
t has options to purchase subjeect to operation

One point of interest is that S.P.I's are not
transfera as such. However the syndicate members have
said that they would be quite happy to peg leases and give
umhoﬂttmtoawmmtmlwmnlormﬂ

SONCLUSIONS

The Aero-liireral Search Syndicate has pegged large
nmﬂmﬂmawhmm“ﬁmr:lpetcatid.
The most concrete ummum

" a

fair mlydiumuuth:ll nliﬂ.. h
facts outlined sees no immediate ent:lnﬂum >
I sm:t that the syndicate be advised that m“

ol B
results of these would be of t to us and might
interest

the property.

Regarding lode deposits in the Scamander m-mw
these are briefly discussed in this and more
in older reports. I cannot see that > information
recorded could z immediate interest on our
?l:l.rnﬁtn a would be available if R.T.A.E
e .

under
Justify

Regarding other areas held and for
s‘r.fnm ough _— '= de mt::;i
our some
warranted if'the ground was opens
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PHOTOGRAPHS ILLUSTRATING SCAMANDER FILATS FROM TLOCALITY
INDICATED ON PIATE 2,

(PHOTOS BY CONSOL. TIN SUPPLIED BY R.J. McDERMOTT ) .
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