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NOTES ON EDWARD'S ARBA PROPOSITION

BY

J. H. Rattigan

1. ACCESS AND FACILITIES

458003

,

The Edward's property lies close to the Tasman
Highway 55 miles by road from Launceston, and within
1t miles of the Branxholm Railway Station on the
Launceston Herrick Road.

The Ringarooma Water Race (carrying a great
volume of water) which is not used to any great
extent though ~ept in repair passes close to the
property. Electric Power supply from the H.E.C.
system is available.

2. LAND AND MINING TENURES

A. Edwards apparently holds 151 acres of private
land and the boundaries of his mineral lease 160P/H
coincides with those of the purchased land (outlined
in green on attached sketch). .

To the east of Edwards property W.A. Walsh, a
son of a director of the present Briseis and
Endurance Companies, holds mineral leases which he
is currently working.

Along Branxholm Creek west of Edwards property
and on the Ringarooma flats north of Edwards
property, the ground is apparently not held under
mineral lease as of this date, but this needs
checking. It is also probable that these areas are
on purchased land.

To the N.E. lies the S.W. corner of our S.P.L.
323 and the extension of our southern boundary of
S.P.L. 323 formed a boundary of the area I pegged
recently and which was rejected previously because
of a prior application by another syndicate. The aim
I had in pegging this ground was to cover Ringarooma
flats extending from Derby to Braaxholm which might
be investigated for a possible dredging project.

If we do become interested in Edward's Property
I suggest we take early steps to cover the open
ground between Edward's Northern Boundary and the
McDermott Syndicates southern Boundary.

3. COMMENTS ON PROSPECTS: THE BRANXHOLM LEAD

1. The history and production of the Branxholm Creek
Lead was summarized,'by Nye in Tas. Dept. of Mines
Bulletin 35 "The Sub-Basaltic Tin Deposits of the
Ringarooma Valley·. Since the time this Bulletin
was written no major developments have taken place
though there has been (local prospecting?) of
several areas (mainly by?) trenches. Edwards and
Walsh (are reported as?) producing something of the
order of 19 tons of Cassiterite per year.
2. Past Workings

Tin was originally discovered and worked from
the Branxholm Creek Lead south of the Tasman
Highway, where shallow stanniferous drifts occur on
a granite bottom•
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later took place
south of the

..

458004
Operations on a bigger scale

in deep Tertiary drifts developed
present working face of Edwards.

This ground is now covered with tailings and
it is probable that some bottom ground was not
worked, due to limitations of the steam plant
operating at that time.

Quaternary stanniferous deposits along
Branxholm Creek (Easement Lease of Nye) were worked
in quite a big way for these parts. The bottom was
Tertiary drifts and in one place Silurian? sediments.

Other workings exist on the Ringarooma Flats near
the confluence of the present Branxholm Creek with
the Ringarooma River and in areas of Quaternary and
Tertiary Ground along Beach Creek.

3. Prospects on Edwards Property

Edwards farm and mineral lease covers a basalt
capped hill of Tertiary drifts filling the Branx­
holm Creek Dead. In plan the lead is clearly shown
as an embayment of Tertiary deposits in older rocks
(granite and Silurian sediments). This valley of
the old Branxholm Creek probably had an undulating
surface and the deepest gutters observed in the old
and present working can be referred to the old
stream beds of Branxholm Creek and at least two
tributaries entering from the east.

The whole valley filling is apparently
stanniferous and richest values can be inferred as
being localized in and adjacent to the gutters. To
the north of Edwards property the Branxholm Creek
lead is inferred to meet the Main Ringarooma lead.
It is possible that deeper and more rich drift is
present at the north end of the property due to a
greater volume of Tertiary alluvial material being
deposited in the old Ringarooma Valley.

The gutters of the Branxholm Creek Lead and also
tributary gutters are believed to lie beneath
Edwards farm. Exploration would involve boring to
depths of 200 feet tl:l.cfully test the ground. The
bulk of important production is recorded in Nye's
Bulletin. Nye estimates values of approximately
1 lb. cassiterite per yard of actual drift treated
from production records prior to 1923. The present
operators suggest a figure of t lb. of cassiterite
per yard for ground currently being treated but
have no reliable records.

I have made the following rough calculations
using a mean figure of t lb. of actual metallic 1!!!
to the yard which, I think is very optimistic but
can be used to see the order of things.

Volume of Drifts beneath Edwards property •
30,000,000 yards (assuming 150' of Tertiary).

Possible Tin content (assuming t lb. Sn per
yard). 6, 500 tons.

Possible volume of barren overburden to be
treated 7,000,000 yards (assuming 45 feet over 100
acres) •

j



....

458005
I think the figure of 6,500 tons of metallic

tin is the most optimistic figure we could expect
from Edwards actual mineral lease, for though the
yardage may be more than estimated due to deepening
of the ground northwards, the values would be expected
to de'crease.

There are however some prospects of stanniferous
ground on the Ringarooma Flats north of Edwards.
Here basalt and a considerable upper section of
Tertiary drifts have been stripped. Shallow
alluvium, recent shingle and tailings occur in the
area, but actual depth of Tertiary and any idea of
values cannot be given. It is possible that ground
is deep but poor, as it forms the southern flanks of
the deposits in the old Ringarooma Valley. I did have
in mind considering it as part of possible dredging
prospects over the flats from Derby to Branxholm.

CONCLUSION:

The large scale operations by the Arba Company
ceased by virtue of high costs of treatment (Refer
Nye's figures of 18,$4 pence per yard in 1920)
with the steam plant then available.

At present water and power are readily available
and the overburden of basalt:",and basaltic soil should
be amenable to sluicing but the economics may still
be doubtful, particularly as the possible tonnage is
not spectacularly large and exploration costs would
be high.

J.H. Rattigan

( ••••••••?) Indicates original copy indecipherable •
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