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M. PENNEY & PARTY
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DIARY AT URQUHART RIVER & CYPRESS CREEK CAMPS

14th December. 1957 to 19th February, 1958

Members of party are llarshall Penney,
Ronald Hall,
Trevor Eurrell,

. ,
" .

. .~

Saturday, 14th December, 1957

Arrived on button plains, One mile approximately from Urquhart
River. Time of final arrival of supplies, 11 a.m. 1~de recce of area,
Carried supplies to small creek, Had mid-day meal of steak. Chose camp
site on north side of small creek in edge of heavy timber. Fire On
button lighted for smoke signal to helicopter still burning at 10,30 p.m,
despite light rain. Ere9tion of tent necessitated falling considerable
scrub. Plentiful supply of green rnanuka firewood in the area, Tea was
eaten at 7.30 p.m. Discussion on charts and photographs. Supper at 10.30.

Sunday. 15th December. .,

Heavy rain during the night, Went to sleep 2 a.m. Rain
continued till mid-day. Improved camp, Cleared landing ground for
helicopter and cut track to same 100 yards from tent, After lunch dish
samples were taken from small creek near camp site, watershed of Urquhart
River. These showed small colours of gold and quantity of iron and pyrites.
Sample retained for future reference, Track was commenced in direction of
Urquhart River, approximate direction S,S.W. Scrub encountered consisted
of some bauera and heavy horizontal. Two dish samples taken on route
proved identical to those taken near camp site. One rock sample taken from
creek bed (525). Returned to camp at 6.15.
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NoOnday. 16th December.

Left camp at 7.30 a,m. to continue track to Urquhart River.
Encountered very heavy scrub, mainly horizontal. ·Several dishes of dirt
were washed but only iron pyrite. At 11 o'clock met with large outcrop
of mineralised rock from which samples were taken (522). Had lunch On
creek which our track follows,. Noticed hrge lumps of mineralised quartz
in creek bed which were not water-worn, After lu~ch proceeded up creek for
fifty yards and found large waterfall, Rock face here was similar stone
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T\.esday. 17th December.

Friday. 20th December.

Left camp 7 o'clock with two days rations and two man tent to
proceed down river towards sea coast. Encountered heavy scrub and myrtle
timber. Country was extremely rough with steep gorges and almost perpendicular
hill sides•. Camped on river in deep gorge approximately t mile from' coast.

,

from which previous samples were taken, Here, however, large veins of white
'lLartz were running through the rock face. Several samples were taken (523).
The whole area here is covered with dense horizontal scrub which makes travel
wry difficult. Continuir>.g down the creek with the track, our progress was
vury slow. However at 4 0 I c lock we met wi th ·wha.t appeared to us to be the
~in body of the Urquhart River. The wash in this stream was much darker in
colour than in the tributary we had been following. One dish sample was
tLken. then we returned 'to camp. Atrival time 5.30. Approximately.9 hours
hLve now been spent'cutting a mile and one half of track.

Thursday. 19th December.

Left camp at 7 0' clock to resume track cutting towards Urquhart
River. En route we obtained another sample from top of waterfall mentioned
previously. Lunch was had on second tributary of Urquhart River, from .
which rock sample 524 was taken. As on two previous days sorub enc01Jntered
WLS very heavy horizontal, bauera, leatherwood, laurel, myrtle, etc••

Wodnesday. 18th December.

Left camp at 7 O'cloclt and proceeded with track cutting and
prospecting operations down the Urquhart Hiver. Timber and scrub met with
wore very heavy and progress most difficuit. At mid-day'arrived large
tributary to Urquhart River. Lunch was had here.' Numerous rock samples
(526) were taken. The rock strata being clearly defined, running north
a~d south and dipping approximately 100 west, This area appeared more
mineralised than any area previously noted. Track cutting operations were
rosumed and track is now 2 hours walk from base. One further rock sample
(527) was ta:lren from a small creek, 30 minutes walk froW lunch piace. One
sfi.mple contained in tin was included with 526. At 4 o'clock decided to
roturn to camp, return trip taking 2! hours. -,,~,c-

Left tent 6 a.m., proceeded down stream With difficulty the track
mostly following the river bedes cliffs in places were too dangerous to
negotiate. Several rock samples were taken. From furthermost point which
was reached down stream numbering back upstream (528: 529: 530: 531: 532: 533).
Returned to tent, made breakfast and leaving tent pitched proceeded back
upstream towards base camp. A fault in the rock strata noticed when coming
down s1leam was investigated. The rock strata on left bank coming u.pstream
was striking North 170 E, dipping west 100 • On right hand bank strike was
950 , dipping south 250 • Bulk samples were taken from both sides of river.
Width of fault approx. 30 feet.5'i't taken from right side ooming upstream.
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Sunday. 5th January.

, Third member of party (R. Hall) arrived 7 a.m. Rain prevented
work during morning, dish samples taken close to base camp during afternoon
few (very few) fine colours of gold, also ilmelli te? , Helicopter arrived

~ with balance of supplies a"ld tadio, made short survey flight over headwaters,
Urquhart River, no sign of camp site in area. Made contact Birch Inlet
(force 3) at 17.30 and 19.00 hours, receiver working well.

.', ..~

535 from left side coming upstream. Here a quartz vein was noticed in the
strata. Coming back on track above river, 536 was taken from small
watercourse on top side of track. Coming back to what we call Surprise
Creek gossan outcrop was noted. Sample 537 was taken from here. 538 was
taken from small creek crossing track between Surprise and Dinner Creeks.
Continued back to base, arrived at 5 p.m. Have gained good'knowledge of
the country to date. Work is slowed down greatly owing to the nesd to do
much track cutting. through the dense scrub. }!any areas are yet to be
invest igated. .

Saturday. 4th January. 1958.

Arrived base camp (Urquhart River) in the morning. After
putting supplies in camp and clearing up mess left by tiger cats, lunch was
taken; during the afternoon dish prospects were taken along track, nothing
of commercial value was won, traces of ilmenite? only.

Monday. 6th January.

Left camp 7.00 a.m. and proceeded down track cut previously, due
to the uncertainty of our position in the Urquhart Valley we decided to make
for the coast at the· mouth of the river. Arrived at previous campsite
during the afternoon where we collected two man tent; continuing downstream
we enoounter4d heavy scrub so where possible we kept to the river bed in
many places. Along this the walls of the river valley are very steep.

, Noticed a few quartz reefs intruding, decided to sample these on the way
back. Arriving at the mouth we selected a campsite then examined rocks on
the coast, these appear to be of a highly silicified schistose appearance.
Strike is approx. N, dip W (56 0

), althOugh folding does occur. Time for
trip 1<* hours approx.,

Tuesday. 7th Jaroary•

Headed back haVing decided to camp at Surprise Creek and investigate
same on the following day. About half a mile from the mouth we took a
sample of a quartz reef, one foot mide, strike E dipping 300 N (539) outcrop
occurs on N. side of river. All dips, strikes and distances in this report
Will, due to the difficulty in pinpointing our position, be approximate only.
Two hundred yards further along sampled another quartz reef 3 feet wide, strike

~N.W., Dip N.E~ 450 also 'on northern hand (540). ' The next sample was also 'a
quartz reef two feet wide strike E.W., dip N 500 (541) again on northern
hand. On the opposite side of the stream sample 542 was taken.. Three

. ; .,
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hundred yards further on a large w.ss of quartz about 10 feet wide was
sampled (543) strike 1'V{, dip 1'lE 750 • Twenty Y'"rds from this another quartz
reef was sampled (544). At'sample 545 a log was blazed to mark its
position. Next was a q~rtz reef 3 feet wide plainly visible on both sides
of river also.traoed on bank on south side of stream this (546) strikes 1~, .
dip is almost vertical towards east. Location is 200 yards west of large
landslip. Also inoluded sample of oountry rock. Twenty yards from this
a further quartz reef noted (547) strike and dip approx. parallel to
previous sample. Shortly afterwards we arrived at Surprise Creek where we
made oamp. Should any of these samples require further investigation we
suggests that toWards the mouth (approx. 300 yards from same) it would be
possible to land a helioopter in river at low tide and :during fine weather.

Wednesday. 8th January

J£rshall Penney returned to base oamp basioally because during the
previous day's travel, the heels of his boots parted company with the,rest.
R. Hall and self proceeded along Surprise Creek, forty yards from mou~h on
a waterfall, sample (548) was taken, strike N, dip Vi, almost vertical, dish
used but nothing of interest noted in same. Five hundred yards further
along (549) was taken, strike N, dip steeply to the W. Sample (550) again
striking 1'1, dipping steeply to Wabout 250 ;yards from previous sample.
Next was sample (551) strike 1'1, dip W, (552) was a quartz reef .12 inches wide
strike 1'1, dip w. (553) Stri-ke 1'1, dip W. (554) also a quartz reef containing
pyrite, strike 1'1, dip almost vertical, looated 200 yards below rapids.
(555) below waterfall or rapids, strike N, dip vertical. (556) oliff face
strike 1'1, dip vertical. (55q) looated 100 yards above rapids, strike 1'1,
dip vertioal. (558) 10 yards above previous sample. Final sample (559)
few yards above seoond waterfall, strike ~ At this stage time was running
short and we were foroed to oease .operations in this area. Arrived baok at
base oamp at 5.10. Lot of iron stained quartz wash in Surprise Creek.
Intend to spend further time there within a few days.

Thursday. 9th January.

Morning spent outting short traok to east for reooe. survey.
During afternoon improved on top end of Urquhart River traok - no samples
taken during day.

Friday. loth January

Weather prevented work during morning, high winds and drizzle.
Afternoon spent ontraok outting towards headwaters of Urquhart River.

Saturday. 11th January

Left early in morning, destination first major oreek north of
Surprise Creek. Arrived at same at 7.30. First sample obtained below

. waterfall (561), strike 1'1, dip W. Two hundred yards above falls sample
(562) taken, again strike 1'1, dip W. (563) again with northerly strike,
dip almost vertioal. Next sample taken with dish (564), oouple fine
oolours, gold and blaok sand. (565) ve~ twisted rook, strike appears to

.. be NW. Fifty yards along from this (566) obtained, strike 1'1, dip W?

'i'
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(567) strike N, dip W. approxlOO yards from previous sample. Next (568)
strike N, dip W, just above small waterfall, (569) 400 yards from last one,
strike N, dip E. (570) strike N, dip w. (571) strike N, dip w. (572)
strike N, dip W~ (573) strike N, dip W. Last few mentioned all fairly
olose together. (574) strike is N, some doubt about dip. (575) obtained
at furthest point reaohed also dish samples taken, occasional oolours of
gold (minute speoks). Vegetation along this oreek is partioularly ttick
mostly horizontal.

Sunday, 12th JanuarY

R. Hall and self endeavoured to reaoh headwaters (If Urquhart River,
unfortunately all we got was the experienoe. Very heavy scrub enoountered,
two rook samples were taken both with ~ strike (576,577). Very diffioult
to locate small oreek on photographs. During the afternoon "Sycamore"
arrived with supplies, rest of time available spent stowing same.

, .

Monday, 13th January

Left camp early, walked to mouth of Surprise Creek, oolleoted
two man tent, prooeeded upstream, had lunoh just past point whioh we reaohed
previously. First sam~le (578) strike N, sample (579) 50 yards further
along, (580) alongside t579). (581) doubtful strike and.dip. At this
stage deoided to make oamp, left M1.rshall for that purpose. Ron and I .; .
went a short distance upstream, Sample (582) large outcrop on N. side of
river (583) also a large outcrop On northern bank, strike and dip of these

r"'. two difficult to asoertain.· (584) ooours in bed of creek. (585) is a .
noater; ourioSity about greenish mass in quartz prompted this sample being
taken, found· in a .small steep oreek with a lot of quartz of similar
appearance in it. Climbed up creek hoping to find· where it originated
from but thick horizontal prevented us penetrating very far, Returned to
camp.

Tuesday, 14th January

Continued upstream, first sample (586) fou~d in large flat area.
Bedrook does not show up as often as before. (587) large mass outcropping
above small waterfall lower end of small gorge. (588) 50 yards from

. previous sample. (589) taken from final point reaohed. Creek here nows
from SE possibly northern end of fault zOne. All dish samples taken
contained blaok sand and once or twioe a fine (very fine) oolour of gold.
These samples were not retained (nothing to carry same in).

Wednesday, 15th January

Climbed to top of ridge behind camp. One' sample taken (590) from
only outorop located. Followed ridge down to ..track at mouth of Surprise
Creek, no rooks visible on this journey. R. Hall and self olimbed down
into Urquhart River itself and three samples taken. (591.592) occurred
alongside each other in the river, strike N, dip steeply to the W. (593)
taken about 100 yards south of these. On the way home to base camp various
soaks and small oreeks dishe'd with similar results as before.

, .
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Day spent investigating creek to east of camp, Dish samples
(594) taken, it appears that this stream is part of the headwaters of the
Urquhart River. Marshall developed rash on arms, is apparently allergic
to something in this bush, Ron has a sore leg due to fall when
negotiating steep slopes, of Urquhart yesterday.

Friday, 17th January

Hoped helicopter would move our camp today, but ,the gods will
otherwise, prepared what gear we could for likely shifttomorro,v. 5.30
'Nally asks us to build a timber platform for "Sycamore" 'which will arrive
saturday morning. This job kept us bu'sy till almost 9 'o'clock.

saturday. 18th January
,

Carried gear to "heliport",' shortly afterwards aircraft arrived.
Three trips needed to move accumulated gear. When we arrived at new area
naturally enough at decided to rain. Finally, however, 'midst much cursing,
etc. tent was pitched and supplies carted in. Sky cleared and everyone
prophesying a fine day, a 'definite trap for those uninitiated to local
weather conditions.

Sunday. 19th January

Rain, 'rain and still more bloody rain, all plans for reconnaissance
shelved, all agree with Robert 'Burns about the plans of mice and men. '
Occasional respites allowed us to get enough wood to keep going,without
getting too wet. .

Monday. 20th January

Climbed terrace to east of camp in morning to attempt to locate
possible fault zOnes, difficult to make certain of the positions of the
same. Commenced cutting track into scrub during afternoon, again some
heavy scrub. no horizontal, but extra bauera made up the deficiency. Ho
rock outcrops found and no dish samples taken, everyone saturated due to
previous day's rain. Ron's leg not too bright but cannot persuade him to
rest it.

Tuesday. 21st January

Went along edge of scrub to the north looking for suitable place
to oommence main crosscut track. During afternoon Ifirshall and self
prospected along track cut yesterday. 2 dish samples taken, both in one
detonator tin (597). At first large creek sample (595) taken. At first
prospect hole sample (596) taken from the bottom. (598) conglomerate on
small bank on middle of flat. At third creek across again at the b'ottom of
prospect hole sample (599) containing pyrite obtained.

..
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'Yednesday, 22nd January

Left camp 7 o'clock in the morning. Headed north along plain for
<lpprox. 2 miles then 'commenced cutting track on E-W traverse, ppoviding we
'~re able to continue on this bearing, should eventually find ourselves in
the headwaters of Surprise Creek and so link up with our previous work.
:3auera was found to be particularly heavy in this section and consequently
slowed the work down considerably, however we were well satisfied with the
day's toil. Only one sample (1400) obtained from the only outcrop seen
luring day located in amall creek 500 yards from start of tra.ok' 2 or ~ small
soaks crossed whioh will be dished later. Didn't arrive blloCk at base camp ,
until 6.45., Ron's leg still giVing himl;trouble. '

'c'hursday, 23rd January

Baokon track No.1, weather does not look so good so deoided against
yesterday's traok. Bauera enoountered today was the largest seen by ~ny

member of the party. sample (1401) strike N, doubtful about dip. (1402,
1403) taken south of (1401) in river, this appears to be a possible fault
30ne. (1404) dish sample taken from river olose to (1403). At the end of
the day traok was on low ridge, appears to drop down into long straight gorge,
more will be known tomorrow. '

1!"rida.y, 24th January

Continued track down into river, steep oliff faoe on western bank.
l/hileMa.rshall and Ron went ahead with traok ove:; this I went upstream a short
distance. sample (1405) strike N, dip W, taken 75 yards from foot of oliff,
river thsn turns to NE and further sample (1406) strike N, taken. Returned
to oliff faoe and colleoted Sample (1407), strike N, dip W. (1408) strike N,
dip W, taken from small creek on top of ridge. Returned to base 6.30,
found that the' 'oopter had left axe handles eto. '

,Saturday, 25th January

Ron and self went down plain to south of camp hoping to be able to
looate a spot in this mat of sorub which could be reoognised. As expeoted
we were unable to do so. One large tiger snake sighted, unfortunately no
weapons in sight, so were unable to make our pre.snce felt. In, the
afternoon oontinued with the traok, bauera seems to get thicker and thicker, '
also fair bit of ti-tre,e scrub intermingled wi th it, progress is rather slow
for every hour, of track cutting one only takes five minutes to retrace
one's steps. No samples oollected today. Home ten to seven.

Sunday. 26th January

FUrther investigation along cliff at Mainwaring River. sample
(1409) taken from foot of cliff, (1410) from river itself. From top of ,
Clif,f in small stream to the south outorop of prritio body, 8-10 feet in
width located (platy struoture). sample (1411) strike is N dip almost
vertical, oountry rock also included in this,. sample (1412) taken just below
(1411). Traced this one for apprOXimately 100 yards. Helioopter arrtived

.with food supplillS today. '

.... ~.' -.-;.,,;.~
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Monday. 27th January

During morning N~rshall and Ron collected samples (1413) from
small creek on top of cliff, strike N, dip W (fairly steep). (1414) taken
from third creek,from cliff, strike N, dip w. (1415) 200 yards from
(1414). (1416) fifty yards from previous sample. (1411) ohloritic schist
from Gum ridge at end of track., ! went up to other track and collected
tools, one whipsnake joined his illustrious anoestors. In the afternoon,
"Guests" arrived, Dr. Scott and Capt. Holyman.

Tuesday. 28th January

Spent long day on track cutting, bauera and scrub still very thick"
country appears to flatten out considerably. Compass apparently affeoted
by something here, diffioulty encountered in 'laking beari'\gs. Secretly
suspeot the bauera of being the cause of this trOUble, because track always
heads for the densest part of same. All hands returned home tired. 1

Wednesday. 29th January

More track outting, similar sorub, compass still causing trouble,
sp to satisfy ourselves put down three holes, earth'very stained. Did not'
bring samples in, intend to c9l1ect same later in their proper sequence.
Have deoided that it is too far for one day jaunts now so whilst If.arshal1
is away Ron and'! will camp out for a few days.

Thursday. 30th January

Helicopter collected Marshall and Ron and self went out along
'track, camped at end of same. ]';0 samples collected today. Disoovered
that 45 lb. is a bit heavy through this sort of going.

Friday. 31st JaT!USry
•

Commenoed traok cutting, progress pretty slow. Have now moved
to a westerly course. Compass still oausing Ron a bit of trouble.
During day (late afternoon) fou"'d small stream and deoided it would do for
a oampsi te, So retraced our st9ps to packs and brouglt them down, set up
camp, dinner was served at e. Coffee (no liqueurs) taken in the lounge.

saturday. 1st February

Why does it always rain when we decide to camp out. Very
sleepless night, tent leaks, sleeping bags, lilo etc. all in a nioe soggy
state. Rain 'cleared off about lunch time, so back to track work after our
meal. Work oeased about 6 o'clook, returned to oamp very. very wet. A
large fire improved matters. '

,Sunday. 2nd February

Left camp fairly early for day of sampling. There are no outorops
on this track so we had to dig holes for each of these samples (1435) and

i (1434). Found a floater which appears to oontainnative copper, did not
give this a number, but have a sample for Dr.' Scott.

"'. r
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Monday. 3rd Fecruar;y

(1443~ Dish sample from creek at campsite.
(1442 20 yards from dish sample, no dip or strike.
1441 50 yards from pre~ious sample, no dip or strike.
1440 50 yards from previous sample,no dip or strike.
1439 ~o yards from previous sample on small rise in flat.
1438 70 yards from previous sample in flat.
1437 150 yards from previous sample, strike N, dip almost vertical.
1436 50 yards from previous sample at beginning of burnt -patch.
1435 20 yards from previous sample, clay from flat.
1434 30 yards from previous sample, on. ridge, no dip or strike.
1433 50 yards'from previous sample, on ri~e, no dip 9r strike.
1432) 50 yards from previous sample.
1431) 70 yards from previous sample, schist, strike N,'dip almost vertical.

Returned to our two man tent, tired but happy.

Due back at base for 5.30 sched. so left short.section for tomorrow.

Tuesday. 4th February

V~lly informed us that there was a possibility of our going to
Birch during the afternoon so made a fast trip to co~plete this section.

(1431)

\1430
(1429
1428
1427
1426
1425
1424
1423

~
1422)
1421)
1420~

Rill~

I

Back to sampling again, first One a dish sample from same site as
few colours of gold in same.

Dish sample.
50 yards from previous sample, strike N, unsure of dip.

100 yards from previous sample on ridge.
25 yards from previo'Us sample.
50 yards from previous sample, strike N, dip W.
30 yards from previous sample, no strike or dip.
50 yards from previous sample. opposite side of ridge.

100 yards from previous sample, strike N?

200 yards from previous sample, 2 rocks included.
200 yards from previous sample underneath uprooted tree.
$0 yards from previous sample.

100 yar~s from previous sample, clay containing pyrite.
150 yards from previou~ sample.

"' ',~ .•.

,......
"

','', .. .

•

Wednesday. 12th February

Arrived Cypress Creek camp from Birch.
days in place of Marshall Penney.

Ray J.Rrtin with US for few
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Thursday. 12th February

Proceeded out to camp On creek near end of track, continued with
track cutting for rest of day. Fine patCh of bauera encountered.

Friday. 14th February

Returned to JIIl,in base.

Monday. 17th February

saturday. 15th February

Again spent day collecting samples.

"'Spent day san pling along track.

100 yards from previ us sample.
Floater found containing native copper.
80 yards from previous sample, strike N, dip almost vertical.

200 yards-from previous sample, strike N, dip almost vertical.
200 yards from previous sample, strike N, dip almost vertical, on ridge.
50 yards from previous sample, strike N, dip almost vertical.
50 yards from previous sample, strike N, dip almost vertical.

:SOO yards from previous sample, strike N, dip W, beneath uprooted trfle.
150 yards from previous sample, contains native copper. .,

End of Track.
Small creek 100 yards from previous sample.
Dish sample from same creek.

150 yards from previous sample , contains pyrite.
200 yards from previous sample, underneath uprooted tree.
100 yards from previous sample, near small creek.
In,large stream (gossan).
10 yards from creek~.in soak on track.·
:SO yards from (1454).

. Dish ss.mp1e from near (1454).

1461)
1460
1459
1456
1457
1456
1455

~
1454
145:S
1452

Sunday. 16th February .

(1451)

(1450
1449
1448
1447
1446
1445
1444

Quite an eventful day, found larger stream than usual, possibly
one of the tributaries of Cypress Creek. other events included finding .
one reasonable Tiger Snake. He saw uS first and retreated.. Ray cut his
head, fortunately' not seriously.

Helicopter arrived to take Ray lI.artin to his own camp and brought
Ml.rshall ·Penney back. Crushed and dished gossan. samples.

I
I

.'

'lUesday. 18th February

. Rolled out the red carpet and Dr. Scott duly arrived. Took him
on a conducted tour of track, inspected all rooks in sight and some that
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weren't (where prospect holes were full of water). Camped
and as usual it rained, tents are not entirely waterproof.
aid of large fire we ms.naged to get a few hours sleep•

out overnight
However with

.Wednesday, 19th February

Ron and Marshall returned to base with varied collection' of' tools,
whilst llarry and I gave the rest of the track the once over, rained most 0:£
the time. We then returned to Base, a rather unpleasant journey•

..
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