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REPORT ON ACCESS ROUTES

to

MT. LINDSAY

Tasmania

J. L. Morton

19th August, 1963 .

Accom~anying Report:
" IYlltf'''~c'' ~O'\fnf\" Blf" D
'iJ Plan of Tin Project in Western Tasmania.

Showing Access Routes 1" ~ 2 miles.
Photograph No.'1 Bridge No.1
Photograph No. '2 Bridge No.2
Photograph No. '3 Bridge No.3
Photograph No. '4 Bridge No.4
Photograph No. '5 Flying Fox over Pieman River
Photograph No. '6 Flying Fox over Pieman River
Photograph No ..7 Air Drop Al'ea.
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SUMMARY

Two routes are suitable to be developed to

Mt. Lindsay. The northern route from

Waratah, No.2, would be most suitable

in the long term and if Mt. Lindsay is de­

veloped into a mining operation. However,

for the immediate programme and for the du­

ration of exploratory work the southern route,

No.1, from Zeehan is recommended because

of the low cost and speed with which it could

be prepared.
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INTRODUCTION

A means of ground transport, as opposed to helicopter transport, is

necessary to supply activities at Mt. Lindsay when the 1964 programme

commences. Field inspection of first 12 miles of Route 2, 5 miles

of Route 3 and all of Route 1 was carried out by the writer. accompanied

by 1. R. Worth between 1st and 8th August, 196B.

This report sets out details observed from this work.

There are three possible routes. Please refer 1 mile to the inch plan

showing Tin Prospects in Western Tasmania.

ROUTE 1

From Zeehan by landrover about 2 miles along Corinna road, thence

by a rough but quite reliable track to the Mines Dept. huts near the

Pieman River. From this point by foot about It miles to the Pieman

River and across on a flying fox, thence by walking about 13t miles to

Mt. Lindsay via Stanley Reward Mine.

ROUTE 2

From Waratab, by road, about 6 miles along the Corinna highway.

From this point about 21 miles by foot south via Yellowband Creek

to Mt. Lindsay.

ROUTE 3

From highway about 2 miles west of Renison Bell, about 6 miles by

foot to a flying fox over the Pieman River. thence about 8 miles by

foot to Mt. Lindsay.

In selecting routes the following aspects are taken into consideration:-

•-.

la) Length of walking track. This is the most important factor

for immediate consideration, since costs will equao:;e directly

with time. Difference in time on sections of vehicular track

can be ignored because, for instance, five miles difference trans­

porting say 1 ton along a vehicular track would be T.lO more than
t an hour, whereas the same amount along a walking track would

take 3 men 5 or 6 days, or two horses 2 or 8 days.

(b) Track preparation. Time in days and cost of wages and

equipment, to be made suitable for packhorses.
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(c) Major Obstacles. Major obstacles in the event of a permanent

road being constructed, suitable for vehicular transport.

(d) Other factors. Such as transport and access to start of routes

and centralising of operations.

ROUTE 1

From Zeehan via Mines Department Huts and flying fox over Pieman

River:-

(a) Length of walking track 14 miles

(b) Track preparation (2-man party plus

supervision) - Horse Transport

• Huts to flying fox 6 days

Flying fox to Plains 4 days

Erection of Stables - at plains 2 days

Across plains 3 days

• Plains to Stanley River 4 days,

Stanley River crossing 4 days

~ Stanley River to Mr. Lindsay 9 days

Erection of Stables-Mt. Lindsay2 days

- 34 days

Horses (2 @ £1 per day) not including

initial cost

• Supplies - not including initial

Supervision - (1. R. Worth 10 days plus

travelling).

Sub Total 34 days

Contingencies {200/0) 7 days

Total 41 days

(c) Major obstacles - For motor vehicles

£272

60

70

300

702

140

£842

3 small bridges requiring strengthening or repairs .. See

photos No.1, 2, 3 and bridges Numbered 1, 2 and 3 on plan.

The first two of these bridges, Numbers 1 and 2 (photos 1 & 2)

are located about 4t miles from Zeehan, require only proper

decking. Present decking is of split logs only and would not

be satisfactory for continual use. Bridge No.2 has some
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minor fire damage to foundations.
'iT~IoIM::J

Bridge No.3 (photo No.3) over the ~ie!l:tl!l1'l River has collapsed

at one end, as can be seen from the photo. However, this could

be cheaply repaired by Bupportingthe collapsed end with cribbing

(pigsty) and excavating the high bank to collapsed elevation.

Some additional redecking would be necessary, There is a

suitable ford at this position and a bridge is not essential.

3 small bridges or culverts to install, shown as a, b, c on plan.

Pieman River crossing:

A plan to dam up the Pieman River has been adopted by the

Tasmanian Hydro Electric Commission. However, this work

has not yet been scheduled. The intimated time of commencement I

of this work is from 5 to 20 years, depending on a number of

unresolved factors.

1. By pontoon bridge, if Piernan Low Level dam constructed,

or

2. by barge.

3; By suspension bridge.

The present flying fox over the Pieman River at this point is an

excellent structure and may be able to be converted to suspension

bridge at reasonable cost. Please refer photos No, 5 and 6.

The least expensive of these would probably be by barge .

Road construction in hilly and timbered country - 8 miles.

(d) Transport to start of route.

Rail and road transport to Zeehan.

Pieman River-

ROUTE 2

Landrovertr<~sportto

8 miles

From Waratah via Corinna road and Yellowband Creek.

(a) Length of walking track

Could be reduced to 17 miles at cost

of about £2, 000 .

21 miles

(b) Track preparation - (2 -man party plus

supervision) - Horse Transport.

Corinna road to 5 mile point

5 mile point to 10 mile point

10 days

20 days
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Strengthening of bridge at 10

mile point .- see photo No.4 5 days

Bridge No.4 (photo No.4) - This bridge would not be suitable for

horse crossing at present. Piles and Tees are of Huon pine and are

sound, but stringers and decking of celery pine are at advanced stage

of rot and would need replacing. The river could not be forded here.

•

Erection of Camp and Stables at

10 mile point

10 mile point to Mt. Lindsay

Erection of Stables at Mt. Lindsay

Material for Camp

Horses (2 @ £1 per day, not in­

cluding initial cost)

20 days

40 days

2 days

97 days £776

300

194

Supplies - not including initial 194

Supervision - (H.S. Fraser - 32 days) 384

Sub Total " 97 days{say) n850

Contingencies (200/0)

Total -

20 days

117 days

370

£2220

•

"

(c)

(d)

Major obstacles - for motor vehicles

3 medium bridges to repair or replace

(Keegem Creek, Yellowbank River,

Harman River)

15 - 20 small bridges or curlverts to install

(not shown on plan)

Road construction in hilly and timbered

country - 16 miles"

Transport to Access Route

By rail to Guildford.

By road to start of walking track •

By main highway to start of walking track

from Guildford - 16 miles.
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Centralising of Operations.

A route from Waratah would facilitate Mt. Lindsay operations being

developed in conjunction with Mt. Cleveland and Mt. Bischoff work.

ROUTE 3.

From main highway 2 miles west of Renison Bell.

Route 8 can be disregarded fer the following reasons:-

•

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

16 miles of walking track.

New track required between highway and Pieman, because

old track made unsuitable for horse packing by logging

operations .

Flying fox not in operation, would require major repairs

perhaps replacing.

Grades to steep.

All heavy road construction.

CONCLUSION

In making a decision on access routes to Mt. Lindsay it is necessary

to take the following points into consideration:-

•
1. The final goal at Mt. Lindsay will be to prove or discount

an economic set or orebodies. The major operation of this

goal is to establish and maintain a diamond drilling programme

tentatively estimated at a minimum of 18,000 feet of diamond

drilling.

2. If the orebodies are economic a permanent all-weather road

will be necessary to develop the operation. If the orebodies

are not economic high cost access would have been wasted.

3. There is an immediate need for horse transport access, to

maintain current operations.

The decision lies between routes 1 and 2. Main points in favour and
agains each are summarised as follows:-

.,
Length of walking track

Cost to prepare for horse

transport.

Route 1

14 miles

£840

Route 2

21 miles

£2,220
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Route 1 R,mte 2

Minor bridging for permanent

track 3 1[',-20

Major bridges for permanent

track 1 None

Length of heavy road

construction 8 miles 11; miles

Because of the low cost and short time required to prepare Route 1,

this would be most suitable for the present.

However, in the long term, should the track be developed for vehicular

transport, the choice lies between the following factors:-

• Length of heavy trac.k

construction

Major bridging

Route 1

8 miles

1

Route 2

If, miles

Nil

•

or, more simply by equating, one major bridge versus 8 miles of

heavy road construction.

It is not within the scope of this report to estimate the Costs of either

of these items, but in view of the facts presented and our :immediate

requirements, it is the opinion of the writer that Route 1 should h0

developed at this time.

Pending a decision on access tracks, a suitable air drop area within

4 miles is being investigated and, if suitable, will be prepared. The

reason for car.rying out this work is to provide a safeguard against

running short of supplies before horse transport is established. If

successful, the area may be able to be used to advantage in conjunction

with horse transport. The area is shown on accompanying plan and in

photo No.7.

~M~ton

JLM:IL
Melbourne,
19th August, 1963.
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Bridge N91 on Route N91

LR.Worth, RHA. Mining Engineer,
inspecting piles and stringers.

,



•
,
j

I

PHOTO NQ2

Bridge NQ2 on Route N91
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PHOTO Nt? 3
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Bridge N93 on Route N91

,,
I

Stanley River Bridge,4 miles from
Requires support at collapsed end and

-- ~-

Mt.Lindsay.
some redecking.

•
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PHOTO N94
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Bridge NQ4 on Route NC? 2

Requires new stringers and decking .
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Photos 5 & 6

Mines Dept. Flying Fox,

over Pieman River.

,

PHOTO NQ6
•



PHOTO NQ 7
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Proposed air drop area left centre of photo.
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