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1.

Thill report <lEiv-",re tM results of a Short programm",of mapping

and sampU,ngaround SQ.roe old worldngs neflrl)'PPlilr Scamamier during

the lliltter month!! of 1964.

1'he area was brOJ;,ight to the attention of Company geologililtaa$ a. .

result of perusal of Tasmanian l'4inl'!s Department records..

The old workings were Imown to ha....e enceuntered mi.Ked magnetic

sulphide mineralisation and activities were centred Qn deterlNrUng whetllel'

tln was associated with themineraUsaHon.

'fhe Company obtained temporary title in the form 1;)1 a SpeCial

PrO$pecting Licence No. 412 over an area of approxi~ateiy It sq~are

miles.

Activities included survlilY of the arlila for base topograJ)hy, 80me

mapping to locate the ground trace of amagnettc 'Iil_iure detected by.,." ,,+
:~,,~

previGusexploration and the cQllection Of chip samPles from parllil of

the Area fol' tin dderminatlon.

'fhe work was carl'led QutbyDr. A. Bal'eo with a field aSsistant.

The preseMI1l of tin minel'alisaUon waif not indicated anel the

Special Prosp·eQting Lieence was abandOrilild by the Company <b:V letter)

on 21$t J:l>ecem!!iel', 19&4.
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The pr\)speot ltes about eight mi1&1l 1r-om $l!iam~nd~1l'on Ule

.;tmtl"~ East Coast of '1':.a~it!li1t1ia. Its genecral l~¢at1on 1~ $hown hl

Fig. 1, whUe a l'omewhat more detaill;lilloQa~ioniii i!in<:lwnon Flg.2,

The pro.$p~ct is Ji)e:s:t l"eaeMd by tm'Alng right, otf ~e liYm>er

$oamamier to Grgat Fyramid MID~ rGad, near the faJ'mQ!3 ,the north

bmJ~ '91 the$eamanger River, ata di~tanQe of ab(l)ut6i miles from

ScanUl;Jln$1' . The PQl1>l'ly marked traok .fl'U'ttl follows Ure riverna\1!J for

about a mue befOre climbing 'Velry Elteeply up the souUlern t.ric;le. Q1 the

ddge SQstem.

1i'~Q:m the top Of the ridge the rQad C0nUnues to tQeeal'lt. Qut to

..each 'tbe pr01ipe¢t it ia necessary to walk iIpl'thfltllaight downt{) the

cre~~ bed. 'the1711l litl'dng nO di$t~ctj;ve land mark$ n is naoeS:iifary to

tr,,"v~~ae the er~~ bed (generally ups'tl'eatn) to locllte the"h'l wOI'kinga.

. . .
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3.

The Company appU,d for temporary title over an area of about

960 acres to cover the ground centre of the magnetic anomaly ass€lctated

with the old warkings. The location of the area is shown on Figs. 1 and 2.

Special Prospectors Licence No. 412 was issued on 12th October,

1964, for six months, for that part of th\!l area applied for which wall

unoccupied Crown land.

The title was abandoned in a formal letter to the Director of Mines

on 21st December, 1964.

. . . .

•
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D. HISTORY.

An early reference 1s made tu fue 014 workinglil of thilil proflp.G\

under th, nameo! the North ScamanderMin, tn W. H. TW"l!lvetrees

l'h.ill",tUt Olllhe ISClUllamler M1neral District. published in 11l11.

W\1lrkings. consisting of two short drives. a Ilhaft and $Qme

trenches, interseoted a~one <ilf mixed .sulphides in part masnet1c.

There almost certainly was no production of any importance.

During the regi<mal aeromagnetic survey carried out by Lyell ~

m.L. Elliploration·9upjng.the late 195(l'l'l. a magnetic anomaly wali\l

detected which corresponded with the old workings. Ilee Fig. IL

Ground follow up ueltng magnetic electromagnetic and indUced polariillatton
. ,

eonf~~ed theanOI11aloq$ magnetic feature. These ground sut'veys
.. .

indicated'~e location of magnetic contt!.lUt's approximately .as shown
\

on ;trig. 3.

A driU ~ole depressed at 45° was drilled by Lyt;tll • E. Z. in the

early 1960's to'~ depth of 149 feet as shewn on Fig. 3. The hole inter.

sected a l'J:?agnet:lte sulphide z<i!ne between 120 and 126 feet which

carre$po.nded with that revealed in the shaft.

Tbe core W!'>.8 apparently not aS$ayed for tin. hence the Company

interest in the prospect - it being close to the Great Pyramid Mine.

which was being tested tor tin potential. together with the presence af

magnetic sulphides whichehowed Slilme resemblance to other areas of

tin mineralisation in Tasmania.

-- -~---
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Dr. Barco carried out the survey of the area usiQg hi. hand

survey inatt'tUnent and compiled the topographic plan Fig. 3. The

writer has plotted the magnetic contours from the Mines Department

recerds.

Geological mapping of the area was largely inconclusive because

of the pQor outcrop. It was, however, pQI!8ible to locate on the eurface

two ~ones of relatively I!trong magnetic sU$ceptilility which were

associated withferrUgirtous gossantype rubble float.

Chip sampling of outcrop at \Suitable locatiolUl along theee magnetic

zones, together with some chip and $oU samples from a number of other

locations W$.S carded out by Dr. :Sarco. Samples and specimen$ were

also obtalned from the dumps of the adite and shaft. The locations of

aU srunples are shown on Fig. 3.

It is not known whether any samples were obtll1ned in situ from

the shaft walll! or whether the drill core was available for re-sampling.

In all cases the tin content of the samples was lesll than. 010/0.
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'4he pr1nc1pal feature of the regional geology 18 the apparent roof

pendant nature of the li1K mUe' wide belt of slightly metamorphel!led ,Mathinna

Qroupl!ledbnents of the 'Oppeli' Soamander area•. This belt is bounded on the

east by the granitic rocks of the coastal range, on the north by the St. Helenll­

Constable Creek granitic mas. and in part on the west by the Avenue River­

Wolfram Creek Granites - see Fig. 2.
,

Whethei'these granites are related differenUals of the same batholith

is not known.

The sediments are generally thinly -interbedded shales and fine grained

sandstones. the latter in placelJ becoming.trongly silicified and giving rise

to mailsive outcrops. Tliey have, undergone a fa1r~y cOJlsiderahle degree ot

regional folding and faulting and much minor rupturing with a.sodated

development ~f thin quartz veins and lacings.

On Fig. 2 are shown the var1<>us anemalous aeromagnetic highs (detected

by the Lyell .. E. Z. $urvey) and fl'om the plan can be seen theh' relationship

to the known localities of o,ld prospecting activities.

'4he relationlJhtp of the$e magnetic highs to geological feature••

mineralisation, etc., will bave been checked by the geologists of Lyell-E. Z.

and hence probably little importance. can be attached to them a. individual

features. However, their general preponderance within the belt of sediments

seems to indicate that the inferred underlying granitic body has given rise

to a variety of mineralised struotures. Thus if it is accepted that the present

land surface ts near the outer maI'ginib of the contact aureole. and the exposed

mineralised structures are hertce· only weak developments. then othel' perhaps

more strongly mineralised structures can be inferred as occurring at depth,

closer to the contact ~ot1e.



243C10
MELBOURNE OFFICE

7.

Theie will remain undetected untU a subsurface geophysiqal techniql.le

with greater re"olution at depth t" available.

2. NORTH SCAMANDER PROSPECT:

The writer 1s not fam.Uiar with the detail gllOlogy of the prospect.

However. the following notes extracted from Twelvetrees. 1911. and

Gregory, 1962, are incll.lded for completeness.

The prospect is located in sall-dstonea and slates. dipping steeply to

the east with strikes varying from 313 to 3$00 magnetic.

Mineralisation appears to be related to a zone of shearing which appears

to strike a little north of west, with Ii steep dip to the southwest. The

shearing appears to be restricted to a unit of bla'lk and grey elates in the

drill hole. which have been partially replaced by all. irregular development

of thin veinsaJ\d stf'ingerl;l in a maUive boc::ly of magnetite 9.nd iron -sulphides.

The vein $ulphldee include galena. .phalerite, chalcopyrite and pyrrhotite

while the maasiVe sulphides in.clude pyrite altd pyrrhotite. Gangue include.

quartz and kaolin.

The core inter.ection ill the Lyell-E. Z. drill hole was a..ayed as

under:

Element:

Assay:

Pb Zn

4.40/.

eu

0.1{)%

. . . . . .

Ag

1 o'l>/ton

Au

Nil

Fe

85.4%



2 4 3 e11 MElBOURNE OFFICE8.

G. - CO~CLUStONS.

The sampling programme Ci/.rr~ed out by Dr. aareo did not ipdieate

the presehe.of tin And previouB wGrk by the Lyell.E. Z. ExplQI'Ilt!on

Company had l.nd1cat~ that the prospect had no economic value.

MELBOURNE
WSC:MJ~

June. 1965.
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