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ABSTRACT

After a drilling campaign 1n 1964-5, the B.H.P. ~o. estimated that alluvial

depos1ts in the Monazeh af", con$1stlng of 3 million cu. yds of material,,
contained 450 tons of tin' of an) a'illrage g¥'ade of ~.6 oz per cu. yd of 7CU'

Concentrate. I conll1d4ir thb figure too lOw in both aJIO\II\t ~ .grade~

prindpally because the. heads of the leads were not drilled. There was also

a possibility ~f payable tin In deeper ground In the neighbouring Bonser Creek

area. Very limited drilling fatled to find a payable lead In the Bonser Creek

Area, l:iut no'drilUng we, !larrled out In the Monarch Area.

LOCATION ANR f\QtES§.

The Monarch Area is 5ituated on the north west slopes of Mt. Cameron, a g¥'anite
mass rising to nearly 2,000 feet. In North East Tasnanl.~ A fall' road (8 miles)

connects with llen!clt the :raUbelld, 70 miles from Launc:e.ton•.

HISTORY AND nILE

Althou9h Mines Department r.c:ords &how only tin production from this area from

1928'-1936 (71.5 tons of metallic tin) mining operatlOl18 here bave been carried

OI.It from the beginning of the century.

In 1964 the B.H.? COI1l>any took lUl option fJlOlll Mi. V. '100d', the holder of S.P.L•.
SQ. rilL£<>

No. 399 of 14 are. of Crown Land, l:iut abandoned it the next year after cartylng

out geological and geophyslcalaurveys and a drUllng program. Later In 1965

<l simllar option was taken up by Austminex Pty. Ltd., l:iut a·fter a short drilling

progrlllll this, too" was abandoned.

In March, 1966, Kathleen Investlllenta (AustraUa) Limited lI1gned an option a~!!ment

with Mr. Wood~ whIcb was a free option of 1 year, a 12 months extension for

£1,000 and a purc:base pr1ce·Of £2Q,ooo.

<

In tile Autuan of 1966, the C~any carried out a ahort testing cup.1gn by back­

hoe and 1n early SUllIll8r of the same year a l1m1ted drilling program 1n the

Bonser Creek Area. Winter investigation 16 not satisfactory on the flat water-
-' .~

logged leads.

The.area covered by the S.P.L. consists of a sed1mentary _ries of rocks (the

Matb1nna Group) lntruded by Devonian granite. It is cons1dered that Mt. Cameron

itself foned a granite dome covered during the Tertiary by j1 thin layer of sed-,

1lIlents. Later in the Tertiary, these sed1l1l9nts were eroded away. together \!11th

the tin veins ocQ.lring near the contact. Tertiary streams concentrated this tin

in leads IUnning fI'Olll the IlIOUIltal", to the East, South and We.t. To the North,

that is In the Nortlrwestem part of the area, thue was ., later lII&r1ne tra~

gresslon which dilutecl the tln ·values.
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After an examination of the area and a study of the \vcrk done by the S.H.P.

Company It was felt that the a,ssessment by that Company was too low because';

1. The drilling 1n 'the vicinity of the leads was too widely spaced•.

2. The upstream portions of the leads aballe the old workings were

not tested.

3. Further reserves might be obtained in the Bonser Creek Area.

During the Autumn of 1966 a limited testing canyaign was undertaken with a

back-hoe. In a ~riodof 2_ks .about 50 hol.5 were dug. Unfortunately

in the most promis1ngareas the hoe co.uld not bottom the leads. In one hole

that bottomad at 11'6 only the. last. foot sho~ed tin to the value of 10 lbs.

per cu. yd.

In October, 1%6~ percussion plant was hired from the DepartllJmt of Mines.

At this time of .the year the flats are too wet for a neavy drilling plant., 50

it was decided to conunence driDing the terraces in tll.lilNicinity of Bonser, ;

Creek. Qlly 7 noles were put down before the plant was removed for other

collJDitments at the end (ilf the year. Although drilling revealed good wash

stones and plentiful pyrite" tin values were very lcm (see appendix)

REC£!>lI •NDAnoNS

The very limited exploration carried out by this Company has added little to

the previous information, principally because no drilling was carried out

dUring the sunmer months. ConSequently the area is stili worthy of invest­

~9ation using a suitable drill - a Caldwell Type should be satisfactory.

a. ~nareh Area .

DrillIng should prQceed along the lines indicated en the plan. at 100'

intervals.· /test of this drilling is' to test the leads higher up than

where previous Conpanies have bored. This program would involve about

60 bores averaging 15 - 20' in depth.

b. Bonser creek Area

The drilling, on the terrace ground at Bonser Creek failed to sh~v

interesting tin value5~ but a short campaign of shallower holes may

indieate better values.

There is no surface indication of the direetion of a Tertiary tin-

bearing lead and it may be. that l1ke the Endurance Lead to the South.

$.t parallels the hill side. Conseq\lElntly a l,ioo of holes (6 - 10). 100'

apart should be drilled out frm the granite conta~t in the vic-inity of the

previous drilling. A line of holes should also be put down along the

Une of bilck-lloe noles where some prospect-s, but no bottan. were encountered.

f4«. ~ . a-<.~ ~ A::k.
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