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INTROOUCTION

Setween 14th and a1st Oecember, 1969, Kenneth
McMahon & PaMners Pty Ltd' conducted a reconnaissance
survey over Robbins, Hunter and Three Hummock Islands
In the Sass Strait off the north coast of Tasmania.

The Islands lie wllhln Exploration Licence No.16/69
held by Naracoopa Rutile Ltd. The reconnaissance survey was
primarily oriented towards the location of heavy minerai
concentrations that might be present In the send deposits on
the islands.

One lihe of boreholes was pegged on both IT"hree
Hummock and Hunter Islands, and five -short lines were
pegged on Robbins Island. Time only permitted a few auger
holes to be drilled !!lnd altogether four hole. were drill on
Three Hummock Island and six holes on Robbins Island. No
holes h.vIII yet been drilled on Hunter Island•
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The results from the drilling to date heve failed to
reveal any concentrations of heavy minerals In the beach
sands •

No heavy minerals were noted In the dune prollles
or at the high tide mark on any of the Islands. If heavy
mineral concentrations were present In the sands one would
expect to see traces of them at the_ places.

Although the beach sand depQslts of the three Islands
cannot be consIdered as thoroughly Investigated the potential
for finding economic concentrations of heavy minerals must be
conSidered as very small and it Is. therefore. recommended
that the exploration licence be dropped•
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LOCATION AND ACCESS

The .Islands al"e located in. tl'le ea.s Stl"l!llt oil the
west8m end of tl'le NOMh Coast of Tasmania.

Aceess can be gained elthel" by boat 01" alrcl"aft and
dUl"'ing the pl"esent sUl"'V8y a Cessna 180 was used to position
the explol"l!ltlOl1 cl"ew. The plane landed elthel'" on the beach
at low tide Ol" on a suitable field as e10_ as possible to tl'le
al"'ea of inte....st •
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AECONNAIS5ANCE PAOGAAMME

Aerial photographs of the island were examined prior to
visiting the area and the most promising regions were selected
for initial investlgalion,

Owing to the lack of I1me available and time lost due to
bad weather only a IImitci!d amount of work could be completed.

Three Hummock 1.land:

Al81"ge parebollc dune on the north-west coast was
examined. A surveyed line 5,800 feet 'long wes pegged across
this dune end adjacent sand bearing areilS (Plate 1 l .

Four holes were dt-lIled along this line at 3Hl/125
($0.30 ft); 3Hl/12N (~131t); 3Ht/2ON (t4 Itl, and
3H1/6N (8 ft). The last three holes were dfsconl1nued at the
watertable as no wet sam\illing equipment had been brought In
for this in Itlal work,

No signlflcent concentretlon of heavy mlnerels wes noted
in the drlllsempies/ and no evidence of any concentration of
heavy minerals could be s_n on the IIllInks of the dunes or
al'ound the high water mark on the beaches,

Robbins Ishand:

From the aerial photogrephs, the most promising llIl"Ela
appears to be a lal'ge area of parelieI dunes extending from the
north-east eoast approximately 4 miles In a south-westerly
dll'ection across the island. On visiting the area this al"Ela was
found to be SWamp 'land and unlikely to be amenable to mining
even If slgnlflcaht proPortions 01 heavy mlnerels were pl"Elsent.

Consequently, the reconnaiSSance survey was confined
to a series of overlapping parabolic dunes on the north-east
coast of the island adjacent to the shol"El line,

Five lines were pegged approximately 2,000 ft apart
and paralle' to the long axes of the dunes. Pegs were put in
at 200 It intervals (Plate 2), Six holes were drilled at the
following co-ordinates: A3/6W (8 It); F3/4W (18 It l ;
R2/6W (5 ft); R2/12W (20 ft}; Rl/WN (25 Itl, and R46W
(25 ft),

Drilling was terminated either VIhe:l the watertable was
reached 01" when the drill intersected hard ground. No
concentrations of heavy minerals wel"El noted in the drill samples,
in the dune profile 01" at high water mark.

A loeal farmer disclosed that he thought there were
some heavy minerei concentl"atlons at the apex of the inlet on the
extension ,of lines At. This area was examined but no heavy
minerels were noted.
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Hunter ....nd:

There Is a large prospective sand b_rlng area on the
west coast of Hunter l&land. However, time d1d not permit
a thorough Investigation of this area and only one line (HI) was
pegged. This line stretches from the west coast 7,000 feet
in an easterly direction (Plate 3). No holes have yet been
drilled on Hunter Island. No indications of heavy mine rei
concentretlons were seen anywhere on the surface •
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RESULT§

Th. re.ult. 01 the IImlteddl"llllng progremme carried
out on Robbin. and Three Hummock I.t.nds .re tabulated
below. As can b. readily ••enno economic concentrations
of heavy minerals were encountered ••

•

•

Line No.

RI/W8

R2!6W

R2!12W

R3!6W

R3!12W

R4!6W

3H1!12S

3Hl!6W

3H1!12N

3H1!20N

Footage Heayy Min. \.

0 - 5 be_ than O. 1
5 - 10 "

10 - 15 "15 - 20 "
20 - 25 "

0 - 5 II

0 5 "5 - 10 "10 - 15 "15 - 20 "
0 - 5 "5 - 8 "
0 - 5 "
5 - 10 "

10 - 15 "
15 - 18 "

0 - 5 "
5 - 10 "

10 - 15 It

15 - 20 "
20 - 25 "
o - '5 It

5 - 10 "10 - 15 "
15 - 20 It

20 - 25 "
25 - 30 "

0 - 5 II

5 - e "
0 - 5 "5 - 10 "10 - 13 II

0 - 5 "5 - 10 "10 - 14 "



NARACOOPA RUTILE LTD

1
I

1

I
I

Scale: I 25,000

Dote: 31 Dec,'59

PLATETHREE HUMMOCK

ISLAND

LOCATION OF PEGGE D
BORE HOLE LINE .
AND AUGER HOLES

70-614-
1------------.,--------1

w

o
o
o.
o
o
rt)

•

Kenneth Me Mohon 8 Partners Pty Ltd.

026008
G.N. 007

5cm

1,020,000 y N

COULOMB

BAY

LARGE
PARABOLIC --t-~

DUNE

CAPE ROCHON

1,020,000 y N

CAPE

LEGEND

[Zl1J PROSPECTIVE SAND BEARING AREA

ADANSAN

o AUGER HOLE LOCATION

w

'"o
o
o
o
o
rt)

PEGGED LINE

___L _



NARACOOPA RUTI L E LTD.

PLA TE 2

Kenneth McMahon& Partners Pty.ltd

ROBBINS ISLAND

Scale I 25,000

,
Date: 31 Dec, 69

LOCATION OF PEGGED
BORE HOLE LINES
AND AUGER HOLES

026009 008

70- 614
t----------r-------1

w
,.,
o
o
o
o
r<lo

o

w

o
o
o.
o
o
r<l

G.N.

Scm

____ _ L

1,000,000y N

ISLAND

o

PETREL

1,000,000 y N

990,000 y N

CAPE EL/E

o

Point

o
~ 0

()

LEGEND

AUGER HOLE LOCATION

PEGGED LINE

o
~QGuyton

o

lliIJ PROSPECTIVE SAND BEARING AREA

~ PARALLEL DUN E S COVERED BY SWAMP

I,!,

GEPASS

BAY

i,
j.
i\,,

RANSONNET

S
\ I'l

ISLANDWALKER

• >

()
~.

~()

990,000 Y N

980,000 y N

w

og.
o
r<l

PointStony
ISLA NOMONTAGU




	Cover
	Contents
	Summary
	Location Map

