


MEMORANDUM TO : G. W, PATTERSON

Copy to : C. L, Knight
From : Miss S. E. Close

.

Final Report on Bauxite Search, Devonport E.L. 36 /70 Tasmania

Final testing of this area in central northern Tasmania was
carried ocut using a Gemco Model 2104 auger drill. A total
footage of 1148 feet was drilled in 57 holes and 206 samples
were sent to Zine Corporation for Al1_O_., S1i0, and Fe, O

: 2°3 2 273
analysis,

Drilling was concentrated on the two most promising areas,
near Sassafras and near Deloraine, -although all areas of
soil over basalt within the E.L. were tested,

CONCLUS ION

It is Iecomhended that the E.L. be relinquished before the
renewal date of 24th June, 1971. A memo has already been
written to this effect. -

No worthwhile results were obtained. Most of the 206 samples
contained less than 30% total alggina, while 8 contained
between 30 and 40% total alumina, ‘but were also high in

Fe O, and 5i0,. The higher values occurred in holes B2D

an% 325. 2

GENERAL DISCUSSTON

As stated before, the drilling was carried out on all the
areas of soil over basalt within the E.L. These have been
described in preceding reports.
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As the thickness of possible bauxite was expected to be
less than 10 feet, or even less than 5 feet, drillholes
were spaced widely apart and still covered a minimum
area for an economic deposit6 tFor example, using a

factor for bauxite of 1 X 10° tons/sq. mile foot and
50 X 10® tons for a minimum size orebody, with five foot

thickness the minimum area is 10 sq., miles and with a
ten foot thickness the minimum area is 5 sg. miles,

The E.L. was taken up on the only ground available.

Areas to the west near the coast may be more prospective,
but would probably only consist of very small patches

of bauxite grade. For example, the deposits at Myalla
described in Owen's B.M.R. Bulletin 24 and the small
area near Forth which gave high alumina values in the
hand augering program.

DRILLING

The contractors were R, & F, Diamond Drilling Co., The
Gemco Mcdel 210A proved to be the most successful yet
used for this type of work, The drilling rate was faster
than for the older lower powered models. However, the
rods still tended to stick in damp clay, so the new Gemco
Model 210B would probably be the most suitable one for
bauxite drilling.
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