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INTRODUCTION

Exploration licence 19/80 was granted to AAR Limited of· 10 Eagle Street,
Brisbane on the 20th August, 1980. The licence covers an area of 640
square kilometres in the Land District of Dorset in the vicinity of the
Township of Scottsdale (Figure 1.).

The area was applied for to explore the known Tertiary sequence in the area
for oil shales. Although no oil shales are known from the sediments in this
area, the depositional environment near the base of the Tertiary sequence
shows some indication of·being lacustrine and oil shale deposition may
occur in this environment.

Literature on the Tertiary sediments is very limited and the main source
of information on the area was through discussions with geologists of the
Department of Mines, Hobart.

Drill logs of water bores from the area were obtained from the Mines
Department and a reconnaissance drilling program was planned to test part
of the Tertiary sediments for oil shales.

DRILLING PROGRAM

Exploration Drilling West Australia carried out the drilling as this company
was already contracted by AAR for a larger program in the AAR Launceston
area EL 20/80. Two rotary ho1es'were drilled SD-l, 67m and SD-2, 98111;
geophysical logs were also made using a portable SIE T450 portable 1099in9
unit. Drilling was undertaken between the 10th and 13th of April.

RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS

The Tertiary sediments encountered in both boreholes consisted of generally
coarse gravelly immature quartzose sands, and no significant thickness of
finer grained sediments or oil shales were intersected. The depositional
environment of the sediments in the area appears to be of a medium to high
energy fluviatile type and no evidence of a lacustrine type enVironment of
deposition where oil shales may occur was found near the base of the Tertiary
sands. Both holes were terminated in the basement granite.

Figure 2 shows boreho1 e locations, and geological logs are attached.
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The results of the drilling programme together with the Mines Department

lithologic logs of water bores drilled through the Tertiary sequence in
the Scottsdale area indicate that the entire Tertiary section is non­
prospective for oil shales.
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