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SECTION 1 - INTRODUCTION

In late 1979, Amax Iron Ore CorporatJon, in joint venture
with Allstate EX~_Jration N.L. and Tricent~·ol Oil Corporation
commenced work on the rehabilitation of the 3art Shaft at the
Tasmania Gold Mine in Beaconsfield, North Tasmania. The Tas­
mania Mine has been closed since 1914 and the extensive under­
ground workings are inaccessible. It was hoped that a blockage
in the top of the Hart Shaft, formed by the collapse of the
shaft collar, could be cleared anu the workings dewatered thus
providing access to the lower mine levels, from which, explor­
atory drilling could be carried out to prove the potential of
the ore body •

In mid 1980, with the clearing of the shaft blockage well
underway and a breakthrough seeming imminent, exploration in
areas adjacent to the Tasmania Mine was initiat~d. This report
presents some brief details of the history and geology of the
goldfield and summarises the exploration activities carried out
in the past, particularly those conducted by Amax during 1980
and 1981.

.. ;
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Beaconsfield is situated in central north Tasmania,
39 kilometres by road northwest of Launceston and 8
kilometres west of the Tamar River Estuary. The deposits
in the Beaconsfield Goldfield are centred over Cabbage "
Tree Hill which forms a northwest-southwest trending ridge
immediately to the west of the township. The main workings
in the field are those of the Tasmania Gold Mine which
operated from 1877 to 1914, however numerous smaller mining
operations were carried out along Cabbage Tree Hill and
around Brandy Creek to the North.

Amax initially entered into joint venture agreement
with Allstate Exploration who held Exploration Licence 17/73
covering most of Cabbage Tree Hill and alluvial covered
plains to the north. E.L. 17/73 originally consisted of
25sq. kilometres extending from the Middle Arm of the
Tamar Estuary and Middle Arm Creek in the east to the
Beaconsfield Reservoir in the west, and from the Flowery
Gully Road-West Tamar Highway junction and Leviathan Hill
in the south to Bowens Jetty in the north.

1.3 LAND TENURE

E.L. 17/73 originally covered an area of 25sq.
kilometres, excluding 9ha held under Mineral Lease 5M/76"'
by H.A. Bleazard and approximately 19ha held as a prospecting
claim by K. Furlonge near Brandy Creek, however the E.L. ".
was reduced to 16sq. kilometres in December 1979 by the
Mines Department and that area west of Cabbage Tree Hill., .•
was included in a state Reserve. Part of this confiscated
area was granted back to Amax Iron Ore Corporation under
Authority to Prospect 8/80 covering 2.& sq. kilometres
over Leviathan Hill.

E.L. 17/73 was renewed for a further six monthly period
on 12th January 1982, and an application made for renewal
of AP 8/80 for six months from 13th February 1982.

An agreement was signed in 1979 between H.A. Bleazard
and Allstate, to enable the joint venture parties to
prospect over M.L. SM/76, while an agreement is presently
being formilised to allow exploration to be conducted over
K. Furlonge's prospecting claim.
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SECTION 2 - REGIONAL GEOLOGY

The oldest rocks in the vicinity of Beaconsfield are the
Precambrian Badger Head Group which are exposed at Badger
Head and in the Asbe3tos and Dazzler Ranges, 5 kilometres
west of Beaconsfield. 'Phe group consists of a non-metamor­
phosed sequence of inte:;bedded greywacke-type arenites and
slates which have been ·:ightly folded during several phases
of deformation and form:; an elongate stn.:ctural high flanked
by lower Palaeozoic roc:~s to the eas·i: and west.

The lower Palaeozoic fold belt to the east of this struct­
ural high, consists of Cambrian slates and Ordovician arenites
in imbricate thrust slices shuffled up against the Preca~brian

during the Upper Dp-vonian Tabberabberan Orogeny. This belt also
contains the Andersons Creek Ultramaric Complex of Cambrian age .

Four structural slices of Cambrian sediments have been
described between Dazzler Range and the Tamar River and these
sediments consist of interbedded fine grained siltstones and
slates with a minor keratophyre lens in the east. The Andersons
Creek Ultramatic Complex occupies a Structural position close
to the boundary between the Precambrian basement and the Lower
Palaeozoic units. The complex consists of an elongate body
of serpentinite, pyroxenite and gabbro with associated metam­
orphosed greywacke-type r.ocks, which may have been initially
intruded into a sedimentary pile of Middl,";! or Lower Cambrian
age and ~"s later tectonically re-intruded into early Upper
Cambrian sedimentary rocks along a line of weakness.

Ordovician sediments of the Cabbage Tree Formation occur
in four NNW trending belts structurally inter layered with the
Cambrian thrust slices. The formation consists of medium
grained cross bedded sandstones and basal lenses of granite and
small rebble conglomerate. Cabbage Tree Hill to the w~st of
Beaconsfield is composed of these sandstones and grits which host
the mineralised veins that make up the Beaconsfield Goldfield.

Overlying the Cabbage Tree Formation, east of Cabbage Tree
Hill, is a sequence of Ordovician limestone and interbedded
siltstone horizons (Grubb Beds) known as the Gordon Limestone
Correlate.

A gently tilted Permian sequence unconformably overlies
the Lower Palaeozoic rocks. These Permian carbonaceous
sandstones and siltstones are exposed in the estuarine inlets
of the Tamar River.

Triassic quartz sandstones outcrop at Middle Arm and
West Arm and have been intruded by Jurassic dolerites which
Occur in a northwest trenuing belt 5 kilometres east of
Beaconsfield.



r,

J,
I

.\

is.
4

'.

.' /
, /.
'/

" \

\



~~.

BEACONSFIELD GEOLOGY -4- JULY, 1982

893010
Much of the Beaconsfield area is covered by extensive

deposits of semi-consolidated terrestrial sediments and minor
basalt flows of Tertiary age. These sediments consist of
sandy clays, siliceous granule conglomerate and argillaceous
sands. Some ferruginous d~posits are associated with the
Tertiary sediments and at Andersons Creek early attempts were
made at mining th~ concretionary and pisiolitic haematite and
goethitic ironstone locally developed on the ultramafic complex •

•

•
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SECTION 3 - LOCAL GEOLOGY

Carebrian rocks are poorly exposed on Leviathan Hill
covered by A.P. 8/80 west of Beaconsfield. Green (1959)
described these grey slates and slaty siltstones as belong­
ing to the Ilfracombe slates which consist of a basal 180m
of greywacke sandstone, siltstone and quartzose sediments
and an upper 300m of black shale and fine greywacke siltstone.

Overlying the Cambrian rocks is a sequence of Ordovician
quartzites, conglomerates, sandstone, shales and minor lime­
stones of the Cabbage Tree Formation. The lower units consist
of grey and black quartzites and quartz grits with conglomer­
atic lenses and occasional black shale beds; these form the
major topographic feature in this area, the Cabbage Tree Hill­
Salisbury Hill strike ridge. These highly siliceous units are
generally referred to as the Cabbage Tree Conglomerate and
they have been well exposed on the western flank of cabbage
Tree Hill and to the north in numerous gravel pits. The
Flowery Gully road cutting on Middle Arm Creek presents a
good section through the Cabbage Tree Formation and in
particular the conglomerate sequence. The base of the unit
consists of a fine grained black pyritic and siliceous
mudstone followed by 30m of alternating black (carbonaceous)
siliceous sandstone and thin beds of quartz conglomerate.
The conglomerate becomes more abundant 30m above the base of
the sequence while at 60m the sandstones lose the gritty
lenses and become flaggy cross-bedded medium to fine grained­
sandstones. Several narrow quartz veins dip against the ­
northeasterly dipping conglomerate sequence which in this'
area is only about 60m thick although reports from the· .
underground workings of the Tasmania and'Moonlight-cum-Wonder
mines suggest that the sequence is Over 200m thick further
to the north.

The upper section of the Cabbage Tree Formation, previously
known as the Caroline Creek Sandstone or the Transition Beds,
is a succession of light grey and yellowish sandstone and
siltstone with lenses of impure limestone in the upper
part of the sequence. These Transition Beds which are up
to 370m thick tend to grade into the overlying Gordon Lime­
stone correlate also of Ordovician age.

The Cabbage Tree Formation strikes northwest-southeast
and generally dips to the northeast at angles of 45 0 , although
flexures in the strata have been reported by Montgomery (1891)
in the mines on the crest of Cabbage Tree Hill and in the
western end of the upper levels in the Tasmania Mine. A
synclinal, and possibly an associated anticlinal fold, is
exposed in the Garfield Adit on the western side of the hill
and Montgomery mapped a probable synclinal axis in the con­
glomerates on the crest of the ridge. The Transition Beds
on the eastern flank of Cabbage Tree Hill are covered by shallow
scree and alluviun. but were intersected by the Flowery Gully
road cutting and tile Bonanza Adit, these units exhibit a
consistent northeasterly dip.
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Most of the formations to the east of Cabbage Tree Hill
are concealed beneath thick Tertiary sands and gravels. The
Gordon Limestone correlate is a hard blue limestone with hlack
shale and micaceous siltstone interbeds referred to as the
Grubb Beds by Green (1959). The limestone unit is approximately
300m thick in the north but thins to no more than 30m along
the eastern flank of Salisbury Hill.

The formation immediately to the east of the Gordon Lime­
stone is uncertain. Gee and Legge (1979) mapped Cambrian slates
in faulted contact on the east of the limestone in the south­
east corner of this exploration licence. The basal 100m of this
Cambrian sequence consists of grey glossy slate containing
limonitic cavities which is overlain by interbedded slate and
greywacke containing gritty lenses. A discontinuous keratophyre
lens above these slates is about 70m thick where exposed and
overlying it is a sequence of grey-green slaty siltstones
containing fragmented trilobite fossils. In this section of
the licence area, the Cambrian rocks are overlain by poorly
outcropping medium grained quartz sandstones assigned to the
Cabbage Tree Formation. The northward extent of these
formations is uncertain as they disappear under the extensive
auluvial cover.and are not seen outcropping again in this
region.

In 1969, Allstate Exploration drilled a diamond drill
hole (DOH A3) on the eastern edge of the Beaconsfield township.
This hole intersected a succession of grey-green and dark red
calcareous mudstones, pink and grey limestones and minor
quartzites before passing through a shear zone of approximately
500m and entering recognisable Gordon Limestone units. The"
stratigraphic classification of these calcareous mudstones and
limestones is not clear.

Permian rocks outcrop in the Middle Arm inlet of the Tamar
River in the extreme east of the area. The sequence reportedly
(Gee and Legge, 1979) shows a pronounced angular unconformity
with the folded earlier Palaeozoic basement. The siltstones,
sandstones, shales and minor conglomerates and limestones are
members of the Masseys Creek Group, Liffey Sandstone, West Arm
Group, and Middle Arm Group. Gee and Legge (1979) suggested
that only the Liffey Sandstone and Middle Arm Group siltstones
and sandstones outcrop in the licence area while the other units
are concealed by the Tertiary cover. The Permian sequence has
a uniform dip of 100 to 15 0 to the northeast.

The tertiary sediments which form a blanket over most of
the exploration licence are composed mainly of clayey sands and
gravels with some carbonaceous deposits. Along the eastern
flank of Cabbage Tree Hill a deep lead channel is filled with
up to 140m of these Tertiary sediments. The lead is developed
in the Gordon Limestones and is filled with boulders and sands
with interbedded clays and occasional carbonaceous horizons.
Coarse siliceous scree material from the adjacent Cabbage Tree
Hill 1s inter layered with the fluviatile and lacustrine depos­
its within the deep lead channel.
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SECTION 4 - THE TASMANIA REEF 893013

Gold was originally discovered high on the eastern flank
of Cabbage Tree Hill in 1877 and subsequent prospecting led
to the opening up of the ~'asmania Reef, the main reef in the
field, as well as numerous smaller deposits along the crest of
the hill. The Tasmania Reef remained in production until 1914
in which time 26,580 kg of gold was recovered from 1,084,690
tonnes of ore fo' an average gold recovery of 24.7 g/t.

Diamond drilling carried out by the Tasmanian Mines
Department in 1964 and by Allstate Exploration in 1973, confirmed
that the extensions of the reef below the lowest mined levels
still contained reasonable gold grades over significant vein
widths. It was proposed to further test the potential of the
reef extensions by clearing the blockage in the top of the

"'Hart Shaft, dewatering the workings and conducting a drilling
programme from a hanging wall crosscut driven from one of the
lowest levels. However this programme has been delayed by
difficulties encountered in clearing the shaft blockage. The
current position is that the blockage has been cleared to a
depth of approximately SOm and recent drilling indicates that
a further 35m of material remains in the top of the shaft and
that below this the shaft appears to be open to a depth of 390m.

4.2 GEOLOGY

~he Tasmania Reef is a fissure reef emplaced in a pre­
existing fault zone, the movement along this faul~ being
approximately 30m north side east. The reef strikes N. 500 E.
with an overall strike length of about 395m, it dips to the
southeast at 500 to 60 0 and plunges towards the northeast
at 550. The width of the lode varies from less than 1m to

•
. more than 8m with an overall sloping average of 2 to 2.5m.

The reef is widest in the upper sandstone units of the
Cabbage Tree Formation (Transition Beds) and apparently
dwindles to irregular stringers in the underlying conglomer­
ates and the overlying limestones.

The reef has been displaced by two major faults; the
'Main Crosscourse' which strikes N 300 Wand the 'No 2 Fault'
further to the west, striking N 45 0 w. Both faults dip steeply
towards the southwest. Montgomery (1891) described the Main
Crosscourse in the upper levels of the Tasmania Mine as "a
well defined fissure·with polished and striated walls". This
fault was often up to 2m wide, filled with crushed rock and
sOinetimes containing quartz carrying gold which was stoped
in some areas. Movement along the Main Crosscourse has dis­
placed the Western section of the Tasmania Reef, the 'Upper
Working Lode', approximately 73m to the north. Montgomery
considered that there had been several periods of movement along
these faults wit~ the overall effect being the displacement,
of the wedge of country between the two faults, to the north
by predominately horizontal movement. Gee and Legge (1979)
suggested that lithological information indicated that vertical
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movement in the order of 150-180m west side up had also
occurred, and that similar movement had taken place along
the No. 2 Fault, although the displacement could not be
determined.'

The reef mined in the conglomerates on the western side
of the No.2 Fault strikes N 56 0 W, as opposed to thp generally
consistent N 500 E strike of the Tasmania Reef both east and
west of the Main Crosscourse. This far western section of
the mined reef differs from the main lode in the nature of the
veining which tended to be 'bunchy' with the veins ranging in
size from threads to lenses up to 1m in width, rather than the
well defined reef worked further to the east. Also gold values
were generally lower in this section of ,the orebody. These
reported differences in the reefs on either side of the No. 2
Fault led Montgomery (1891) to suggest that the w:lstern section
was not the continuation of the Tasmania Reef.

Due to the northeasterly plunge of the reef and the steep
southwesterly dip of the two main faults, the lode lies entirely
on the eastern side of the Main Crosscourse below the 183m level.

In the ,Tasmania Reef the gold mineralization reportedly
changed with depth. In the richer upper levels the reef
consisted of free milling auriferous quartz which was readily
amalgamated, however below 12010 sulphides became increasingly
abundant and the gold was intimately associated with pyr1te,
chalcopyrite, sphalerite and galena. Gold values also varied
with depth; above the 120m level an average grade of 38 g/t·
was reported but this dropped to 25 g/t over the next 9um and
at the 417m level, Gee and Legge (1979) suggest that the· grade
was as low as 3.8 g/t (this low grade has not beer. substant­
iated by recent investigations by Am~x personel) but that it
improved to an average of 20 g/t over a stoping length of 285m
on the 45 7m le'-ei.
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Most of the knowledge of the Tasmania Reef comes from
old reports, particularly Montgomery 1891 and Cundy and
Fawcett 1914, and from the old mine and stope plans.

Mines Department diamond drill hole B4 obtained three
intersections of the reef between MRL 524m and 536m. The
logs of this hole are available, the core is stored in Hobart
although very little is left of the ore intersections, the
surveys are generally considered to be reasonably e 'curate,
and the programme and results have been quite well documented
(Noldart, 1968).

Allstate Exploration DDH A3 was drilled from the show
ground along Grubb Street, it was designed to intersect the
reef at about 900m, but no intersection obtained in either
A3(i), A3(ii) or A3(iii). Surveys of the holes unreliable;
programme poorly documented (refer Middleton 1974); core
stored in Hobart.

Allstate, Exploration DDH6/A7 was drilled to the east of
B4 near the corner of John Street and Stephens Lane. A6 and
A7 intersected lode; logs and surveys apparently alright;
core in Hobart. .

Drilling programme initiated as a panic manouvre when
not all was going wel~ with the shaft. The final proposal
involved the drilling of four vertical holes across the reef.
All previous intersections had been in the central part of •
the orebody which is possibly the richest section, so this
programmu was designed to verify the previous results and
also test the extremities of the reef at a depth of about
600m. It was probable that the holes would flatten out to­
wards the southwest at a rate of between 10 and 20 per 100m
and surveys were to be conducted at 25m intervals using an
Eastman single shot camera.

IN'IERSECTION

HOLE NO TOTAL DOWN HOLE MINE RL LOCATIONnpp'l'u

TDH 1 620m 580 to 590m 600m between B4 and A6/A7.
TDH 2 620m 585 to 595m 6eOm rear of Masonic Hall.
TDH 3 630m 595 to 610m 610m Hinds property, Archer St.
TDM 4 570m 540 to 550m 560m east of Grubb Shaft.

Exploration Drilling WA were contracted to carry out
precollar drilling with all holes to be pre-collared to
300m and cased with 4 inch ID steel pipe. Their Ingersoll
Rand TH60 cyclone rig commenced on TDH 1 in August 1981.
This hole, in black shales, was abandoned at 128m when the
rods twisted off and fishing failed to recover the rods and
full hole stabiliser. A second attempt, 15m to the south,
was abdndoned at 108m under similar conditions.
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H.J. Stacpoole Drilling Contractors commenced rotary
drilling on TDH2 and carried the hole down to 130m in hard
limestones and qu~rtzites using a Mobile Drill B80, before
Amax Sydney called for the deferment of the entire programme.
TDH 2 has been cased with 4 inch ID steel pipe to a depth of
130m, chip samples are stored at Beaconsfield, logs and survey
data are attached. If this hole were to be continued, it
would probably be possible to remove the casing from the hole
and continue rotary drilling to the prescribed 300m since the
hole was in good hard ground all the way.

In January 1982, a cable tool rig owned and oper'ated by
K. Cummings was used to drill an 8 inch di~meter hole in the
black shales that plagued precollar ~rilling on TDH 1. 78m
of 6 inch ID steel casing are no'~ set in the TDH 1 precollar
and although the black shale sequence has not been completely
drilled through, the hole bottomed in harder more competent
grey shales and it is hoped that the worst of the black shales
(about 45 to 56m) has been successfully cased off.

No attempts have been made to precollar either TDH 3
or TDH 4 and no diamond drilling was carried out on any of
these holes •. A.D.D. had been contracted to do the diamond
drilling, they were favoured because they know the ground,
having drilled the Allstate holes in the past. A.D.D. 's rig
is still parked in the mine compound and their State Manager,
Jim Patterson is awaiting a definite decision on the drilling
programme before removal or otherwise of the rig.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

No drilling shnuld be carried out from the surface, and
A.D.D. should be notified as soon ~s possible that their rig
will not be required: - establishment costs and short-fall in
drillin~ expenses have already been paid so no further expenses
should b0 incurred.
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Icct in.
1.689 0

1.6n 0
1.6n 9
1.697 9

1.698 9

1.702 0

1.701 0
1.702 0

1.706 1l

Icct in.
1.693 0

l.e9S 9
1.697 9
1.698 9

1.702 0

I, ."5 9
1.704 0

1.707 8

Quartz/siderHe reet heavily Im;::'c,­
nat£!d with sulphlc!es-progre~:H\'cly
less sulphide,

:\5 n!.lc\"~-J:)l,\· sulphide content.
Qunrtz/sicerHt. 'sulphide as abov~.

Quartz with ccal'SC f.ccks o( goid ane
minor sulphides.

Qu,,,tz:siderite with moderate sul­
phIde content-Ienchcd over last
six Inches.

Quartz with coal'se flecks of cold and
minor sulphi(!cs.

Sllghtl)· minemlised ~rc~' Q1.:artzlte.
Quortz with con"'e fleck of gold and

minor sulphides.
Mineralised chert.
EN'D OF'" ORC ZONE.-_...-.------_....-.-_._----_..-_ ..•_-- - .-.-.- -

D.D.Ii.D.~ A
-----------'._------_.._.. _--•

•

DEPTH

From To

leet ill. Icet in.

1.680 10 :.683 5

1.683 5 1.688 2
'1.688 2 1.688 1(':

1.688 10 1.690 10

1.690 10 1.696 5

IM6 5 1.102 7

DEP'tH
-F=r-o-71-' To

Description

Quartzi<Jderite.'sulphlde - su:ph!de
prOmuJCD .. ,

Quartz ,,·ith smoll ,'ecks of ~old.

Qua:-tz-stl'ongl.r lenc'led and hone).· ...
combed.

Q1.:artz with smoll flecks of gold­
minor sulphide.

Quartz/siderite reet with mocerate
sulphides.

Quartz "'Ith minor sulphides and
occasion. I sm; . Ilech of ~o!li-­
some assImilated COUl1t!')' rock.

rND OF Oil ZOX£:.

D.D.Il.8.~ 8

Description

"

----------------
leet in.

1.723 6

1.727 2
:'730 0
1.731 2

1.731 8

1.73j 3

1.144 6
1,145 3

1.717

feet itl.

1.727 2

1.730 0
1,731 2

1.731 8

1,735 3

1.744 6

1.145 3
1.147

1.747 7

QuartZ/siderite reef with moderate
sulphldes and occasional fine fieeks
01 gold.

As above h •• no visible gold ..
Siderite vein along core.
Qual'tz/carbol)nle with m:::sive ~u\-

phides.
Quartz'si~erjte with moder,,, sul­

phides and occasional fine flecks of
cold.

Oan::rue--mas!ii\'e sJderite with occ?­
siona) blebs of pyrite and Quartz,

Leached mAssh'c siderite.
Qunrtz/carbonate with moderate sul~

phides,
Quartz/carbonate with massive sul~

phldes-Quartz minor.
tND or OlE tONE.

~etailed Logs of Ore Intersections from
Mines Department
Diamond Drill Hole B4
(after Noldart 1968)
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1l.!J.t:.I1.4

Dcscripticn

fcc! Icct
0 13

13 36

S6 213
213 ceo
C60 764

'164 1,689

•• 1.689
1.7~8

. 1.716

1.753

1.';08
1,716
1,j53

U65

Rubble :.:.nd 01':: mir:c : ....lu~.
CJn,Y, ,l:and ~d l.!l'~~H"j :-('j)}'e::c~lt;nl!

the En~~crn Hp of the Ee:tconsf:cld
deep lead.

Black cnrbona,=Mus s!".<l !~.
;·J::trd bhl(~ cao;e~no'Js Gerdan LIme-

st('ne. 01'c1cncian 3.l!C. •
Inte:bcdccd blue ~:mcsto: ...c ••n.d b:aek.

'porous carbar.ate reck"
Trnns;t:or. DeCS c~;mpr;"",~;::! :!fCY

massi\."c l~me-iic~. :::andstone. im?\ire
limcst.one. 5n~S:onE: a;lc ccc~u::lj;'.~:

hor:zons of hC:-:12..tite-stained d:\r~

brm...n to pl:lk l;mc.Hvnc cc~~tr..in:ng

nu:l'1C'rous cri:i.oid r:'a~('nt.~. Be-iaw
1.200 feet tl\e beds : .. ';c ~ro~res­

sively lcss carbonate c~nt{:r.t· nnd
more sillca.. r;;radit~:{ to sar:.r.s:",~e

and q\:artzite of l:ght to mcJium
gre~' colour.

onE ZU!':£"
Meditim lJ1"CY quartzite.
Dark ~r€'y to bl:lck quartzite cCllta!n­

ing minor g;;t ~.nd p~bblc banes.
PrellomlnanUy li~ht coloured prLbie
cong~om(;raw of th!" Ca.bba~e Tree
Con~l{'merate type.

IND or HOLE"

D.D.II.n.4 A 'Fbt o;"e",ion)

D.D.II"nA B (Second Di\'crsion)

Description

Mainl~' Hght to med:um :;l"ey quart-
zite and sandstone"

Of',!: ZCNE:
Qua."tzltc as above.
Dark ,;rey to b!ack Quartzite_
END OF HOLE"

--------

leet feet
1,490 1,681

1.681 1,7C4J
1,70H 1.714
1.714 i,733

-_._.-
From '1'0

DtPTH
.,,---• -----------------_.- .__ .....----
Icet

1,314

1.660

1.7231
1.7471
1.767
1.852

leet
1.660

1,7231

1,747l
1.'i87
1,852
1.874

No core due main\)' to intensive wedg­
ing.

Medium l:~:ey QU3rtz~te-LL::,:er Ordo­
vician Orthid. Tritoec.l::'.-'?) coreyi
at 1,701 feet.

'ORt ZONE,
Medium grey qua:·:7.lle.
Dark erey to black. qu:utzitc"
Prl!dontlnnntl3' l:~ht coloured pebble

conglomerate or the CabbaGe Tree
Conglomerate type.

END OF HOLE"-----------------_.._---_._.._._---- ---

Summary of Geological"
Department
Diamond Drill Hole B4
(after Noldart 1968)

Logs from Mines



893020

D.D.1I.8.4
--_._----------- -

DePTH Au Ag Cu As Pb Zn J1n S
From To dwts. dlds. <;;, '7c % ~. C;-C: <;;,
fcct in. feet in.--..._----- .__.--

I.G89 0 1.691 0 23.0
1.691 0 1.693 0 10.7
1.693 0 I.G95 0 1.7
1.695 0 1.697 0 7.5
1.697 0 1.699 6 18.3
1.699 6 1.702 0 35.3
1.702 0 1•• 04 0 591.0
1.704 0 1.706 0 2.0
1.706 0 1.70, 8 19.1

Composite
0.49• 1.689 0 1.70. 8 60.20 4.7 1.06 1.49 0.10 O.EO 'j .5

.- •._---
D.0.1I.n.4 .-\

DEP1H Ag Cu As Pb Zn .IIn ·s-From AuTo dwts. dwts. .. % 'i• 'i. ~ %fect in. feet In. ••

1.680 10 1.683 10 15.4
1.683 10 1.686 10 71,0
1.686 10 1.689 10 75.0
1._89 10 1.692 10 45.0
1.692 10 1.695 III 11.0
1.69:; 10 .1.698 10 79.2
1.698 10 1.701 10 16.0
l.701 10 1.704 6 34.2

Composite
1.680 10 1..04 6 421 6.6 0.91 0.43 0.03 0.16 036 4.9---_.. - ---- ----

0.0.11.8.48 ,..-----'_.. ----
D£PTU

Zn .~;n S-£1-01;- ---ro-- Ag Cu As Pb

fcct in. fect in,.
dwts. dwts. % ':". % '7, 'i, <;;,

-_.._--- ..,'-- _... -----_._-• 1.723 6 1.726 6 21.7
1.726 6 1.729 6 l7.4
1.729 6 1.732 6 41.8
1.732 6 1.735 3 39,8
1.735 3 l.739 3 0.8
1..39 3 1.743 3 1.2
1,743 3 1.745 3 3.4
1.745 3 1.747 7 16.4

Composite
],723 6 l.735 3 26.8, 11.0 1.10 0.05 0.10 0.03 0.39 3.58---._------- .._---.- .. _-'. .. ",--- ..- -_.-

Assay Sections and Results from Mines
Department
Diamond Drill Hole B4
(after Noldart. 1968 )
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.~.' I (;':-:,':'1' !' " " ,',3 11'.' ..
!.. ;' I': II

N::;\,~rtri:("~~tlC'1:-. '~'.:)

!!:lr.£J. U.!!..!:.!
~.OC· ,~'~" )~ ~: C" CClrc.

'~S-.H ~·CZ. f..:: Int('r~<1r('~ c:!"r:.....~r'C"~;, ('.'lC',':"'~l:~

~uI1!t~C":":{,!-. 11rr.~.:.t'·:l(". :"'H:::r
Cj\.'·,rt: 1tr t'C:1tai:llr.~. .. ',.11 ~'"; :I:(o.~.
~lIr1( rE'~ C'./'l!Co1n,'C"\lS :"'l:.~rtC"'~C' .'\~.~

pj~k li:-;C$tC':1C' In ~; :"C't'as • t':M 1
("01 Jcilc anl~ =;uart.z \.t' :.:;If'tf ":1 ':~

~1J)phirles.

5~2.E' 52(.9\ st'.cu 'Zone cC'nt~iJd.r.t: c!.lcllrC'C"'.a
~rf'cc:u .....1th li:'!estC'n~ ~n~

ql.1a!'t'Zosc frltq:-.c.ontl ic • FI-.y l1,i tic
r.-.atr 1x •• 52.c.!t' !4'.80 ~:o lC"~s - hole abar.t!cnf'~.

;.L!.5"1-.'!! D.:.:!. ~J '11 ' 'First D1vt':'s~C"~'

=-rp,:,!'!
D!:scP.IPjl0~he.... To

mot.res

483.43

79£.51

!nter~e~ed 9:ey-qrcen calcareous
mu~stor.e an~ 11~es:cn••

Shear 'Zone ccr.talnih~ calC'areo~s'
breccia wlt~ li~esto~c an~ lesser
quartz !ra~ments in a ~l~acecus

matrix.

Interhedrle~ black she1e centai~i~;

dlsse~lnate~ pyrite. ~a~\ q~ey

siltstone. li9ht ~rey li~es:cne

and occasional qua~tz1te vit~

minor calcite. siderIte .~d quartz
veins.

796.51 99S.22

• 99S.22 995.83

995.83 1076.04

TRA.t:SITION 8£OS. Inte~t-edde~ qrey
limestOne arod calcare~~s san~stone

with occasional h.e~a:1tle banrl! •
minor quartz si~er1te ar.~ lesser
calc!ite veinse

Shear zene contain ina ~r.e~1.ted

.andstone with quart&. slderite
and calcite veins.

Grey sandstor.e and quart:ite vith
varyinq ealear~ous cor.t-.nt, ~in~r

11~e$tone and co"qlo~crit. bands.
OCcasiOnal quartz siderite anrl
calcite veins.

1076.04 Black shale

tND or HOLE

Summary of Geological Logs from Allstate
Diamond Drill Hole A3(i) and A3(ii)
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•

'57.'3

725.2'

72'.11

1022.36

1030.'0

1065.89

1061.'3

725.29

1022.31

1030.'0

1065.89

1068.'3

Jnt~rbed~.d ~lu.-~rey 11~estone

with c41careOUs s~ale',

Brecciated quartzite vit~ •
c.rbonate ~atrl••~~ calcite end
aiderite vein. containing ninor
pyrite.

Inter~dded qrey 11~ston.~

stylolitic In pert. ~ark ~reen

and black shale, sa~~stcne an~

quartzites with ~aryln9 calc_reeu.
content, ~lnor quartz ant. siderite
velnl.

Shear zone containtnq brecciated
quartzite lr. a c!~yey matrix •

Interbedded quartzite and
con91o~er.te with mtnor l1.estcne
interbeds and 31nnr quartz velnin,.

Brecciated quartllte with .uch thlc~

quartz velning. some calcite but no
visible sulphides. EvtdenC6 of
.hearl~9 on (octvall and ~.n91n9

vall - possible Tasmania Peer­
(Sheeh.n. 1972)

tnterbedded quartzite and
conqlomerate with sam. _inor quartz
velnlnq.

1114.47 1120.88 Shear zone contal~ln9 hlqhly
shattered quartzite .rod
conqlomerate cut by quartz and
calcite veins.

.,

•
'1:20.88 1.129.42

1155.'5 CABBAGE TREE FOIU'.TJON consistln9 _ ..
ot black quartzlt•• and cc.rse
con910lterate.

END OF KOLE

Summary of Geologic~l Logs from Allstate
Diamond Drill Hole A3(iii)

•• ..
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0.00

173.24

291.S8

580.26

S83.08

589.11

S98.11

173.24

291.S8

S80.28

583.08

S89.11

598.11

822.20

Ho C'ore

Inter~dde~ blu~-qrey li~eltonc,

1n part, and blaC'~ I~ales. with
occasional calcite ~e1ns anrl
pyrite on jOint planes.

TR~~SlTIO~ BEDS consist!n; of
interbedded grey calcareou~

quart~lte. sa~d'tene. 5~al~ .n~

bluc-~rey li~~stcne with
occasional chl~~it1c ~e~s, and
thin haepat1tic bands • • o~e
containing crinoi~ fussl1s, an~

so~e ~inor side~ite veins.

TAS~IANIA RC~F.

'partially brecciated quartzite
with thin Slderit~/~uartz v'lns
with n:inor IU l~hides. .

Dark blue-~rey quartzite ~lth

sOme thin siderite veins .

Inter~d~e~ 9~ey-blue quartzite
and pebbly quart~lte.

END or HOLE

ALLSTATE D.O.H. A7 rFirst Diversion or D.O.H. A6)

•

From

470.31

507.98

532.78

573.20

S78.98

DEPTH
To

S07.98

S08.74

532.78

573.20

S78.98

581.2S

DESCR~PTIOS

Interbedded grey calcareous
sandstone and 9rey~qreen' shales
with occasion3l carbonate vein.
and minor pyrite stringers.

Shear zone in calca~e~~1

sandstone and shale wlth sCme
.iderite-ealeri~e vein lets and
fine pyrite in caicareous
rich shear fractures.

Interbedded calcareous sandstone.
shale and siltstone with cinor
limestone, containing £hlorite
in fracture ~O:1e. and some'
siderite-calcite veinlets and
disseminated pyrite.

More massive sandstone with
decreasin9 calcaceous content
with occasional interbeds of
ahale and limeston~ and minur
siderite veinl~ts.

Fractured sar.dstjne wlth calcite
and siderite veins Ind some
disseminated ?yrite and
chalcopyrite.

T....SMANIA REEF

Summary of Geological Logs from Allstate
Diamond Drill Hole A6/A7
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•

580.26

580.57

581.33

581.94

582.2$

582.40

582.93

583.06

584.28

584.61

585.09

585.30

580.57

58'.33

581,94

582.25

581.40

582.93

583.06

584.28

584.61

585.09

585.30

585.60

Sheared shal~y quarttite with
traces of pyrite and siderite.

Sheared quart2ita ~ith ~ulphi~~s

and siderite. SUlp~ides consist
of varylnq proportions of
chalcopyrite, and pyrite and
lesser arsenopyrite and micro­
scopic Itlbnlte-sulphid••
Inc:reasinq •

Brecciated country tock ~eevl1y

replaced by si~erlte, minor quartz
and minOr $u!p':u.d~ ••

As above, but: mere s·Jlphii!es.

As above, but minor sulphldes
only.

Siderite, qUATt2 an~ country rock
wIth massive .JU1~:lides, mainly
chalcopyrite.

Sheared country rock with ~inor
sulphides and siderite.

PartlY brecciated quartzite with
thin siderite/quartz vein, and
traces of sulphides.

Barren quart~lte.

Brecciated quart..Utt". $"=;,Ie sider He
/qu.rtz veinlets and trac~s of
sulphides.

Vein quartz with traces of pyrite,
and shearec quartzite carryinq
sulphides.

Quartzite with traces of ~yrite an~

.ome small q~artz veins.

Detailed Logs of Ore Intersection from
Allstate
Diamond Drill Hole A6

..



ALLSTATE D.D.H. A7

DtPTH
D£SC~IPTION

FrO\ll To

~ !!ll.!.!
576.98 577." G~ey quarts ~1th ve1nlets of

creamy quartz with disseminated• pyrite and vein lets and blebs of
pyrite and chalcopyrite.

577." 578.05 Den•• lulphlde rich ore with
a••ociated croa~y and milky
quart.z.

578.05 '578.20 8and of sulphid•• with parallel
grey .n~ white quartz.

578.20 5'/8.7. A mottled fabriC ot ereamy quartz,
milky quartz and decreased
.ulp~ide••

578. " 578.8\ sulphides .n~ grey qU3rtz with •
few blebs of creamy quartz.

578.81 579.12 Mottled fabric of cr.amy qua~tz,

grey quartz and pyrite and
chalcopyrite.

579.12 579.27 Banded creamy quartz. grey quartz
and sulphides w~th SOme visible
gold.

5".27 579.73 "attied creamy and grey quartz
with blebs, p~tchel and streaks of
~ulphldel a. sulphides deereasinq •

• 579.73 58D.80 Creamy .n~ 9r~y qu.rt~ with
dl••e~inat.d sulphide. and
occasional small bleb••

580.8D 580.'5 Crey and white quatt% with small
patch•• and bl_b, of .ulp~ld•• and
partly diq•• terl rock fraqment ••

no.n 581.25 ereamy and qrey quartz With Im,ll
patche. and blebs of sulphides and
.ome .pecKs of free 901d.

Detailed Logs of Ore Intersection from
Allstate
Diamond Drill Hole A7

893025
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SECTION 5 - PARALLEL REEFS
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•

•

5.1 INTRODUCTION

The existence of mineralised reefs parallel to the Tasmania
Reef has been a source of much speculation throughout the history
of this goldfield. Prospecting in the past was generally unsuc­
cessful in locating any reef of sufficient .size to warrant devel­
opment and more recent theories, based on structural evidence
gleaned from old reports, appear to be based largely on misinter­
pretation of, those reportR.

The most comprehensive account of the structure of the
Beaconsfield Goldfield is that presented by A. Montgomery in
his report to the Secretary of Mines in 1891. On the basis of
Montgomery's description of the Tasmania Reef and the faulting
which has affected it, Leckie (1973) proposed that the 'Upper
Workings lode' was not infact the continuation of the Tasmania
Lode on the western side of the Main Crosscourse. This theory
was examined by A. Stewart and myself in 1981 and appeared
feasible, particularly in the light of additional information
on the reefs encountered in the Bonanza Shaft and Montgomery's
Prospecting Shaft, however some of these assumptions now appear
to be quite incorrect.

.,

5.2 DISCUSSION

Montgnmery (1891) describes the Tasmania Reef as being
displaced by two major faults, the 'Main Crosscourse' whJ.ch ,.
strikes N 300 Wand dips steeply to the southwest and the more
westerly 'No.2 Fault' striking N 45 0 Wand dipping steeply to
the southwest. That part of the reef mined between these two
faults is referred to as the 'Upper Workings Lode' and movement
along the Main Crosscourse has displaced this lode 73m to the
north of the main Tasmania Reef.

On the basis of lithological evidence, Montgomery interpreted
the movement along the Main Crosscourse to be either down throw
of the eastern side, or "a bodily heave of the wedge of country
lyil,':f between the crosscourses to the northward". Due to the
southeasterly dip of the reef, east-side-down movement on this
fault could not explain the observed dislocation of the lode,
consequently Montgomery favoured the latter proposal.

Leckie (1973) assumed that no horizontal movement had taken
place along the fault and postulated ~hat the Upper Workings Lode
could be an entirely different reef to the Tasmania Reef and that
two unmined reefs may exist, namely:-

(1) the continuation of the Tasmania Lode west of the Main
Crosscourse, approxlmcitely 76m south of the outcrop 0f the Main
;~ork inc;;, and

(ii) the eastward continuation of the Upper Workings Lode,
76m north of the outcrop of the Upper Workings.

Montgomery's observations do not support Leckie's proposal.
In his description of the Main Crosscourse, Montgorrery suggests
that there is clear evidence that horizontal, as well as vertical,,
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movement has taken place along this fault as striations on some
slickensided surfaces in the fault plac~ "are not always vertical
and are sometimes inclined at consioerable angles". Further,
he describes the Main Crosscourse cutting through the Tasmania
Reef in a section where the vein had divided into two branches
and enclosed a mass of the country rock. Montgomery states that
"the distance between the two branches, where they abut against
the fault on the eastern side, agrees almost exactly with the
distance between them where they are found again abutting against
its western wall". Thus providing reasonably strong evidence
that the Tasmania ~eef and the Upper Workings Lode are infact
the same reef which has been displaced by predominantly horizon­
tal movement along the Main Crosscourse.

The most encouraging evidence for the existence of reefs
parallel to the Tasmania Lode comes from reports on the Bonanza
Shaft. According to extracts from 'The Examiner' newspaper

4Itublished in 1906, 19)8 and 1909 and a statement by J.A. Windred
(1934) on a lease covering the Tasmania, Phoenix and part of the
Bonanza Mines, three reefs were encountered in the Bonanza work­
ings.

During the sinking of the Bonanza Shaft a' 'lode formation'
was cut at 92m'(or 153m accoroing to Windred) which was quite
narrow but assayed at 9 to 12 g/t and contained bunches of pyrite
assaying at 122 g/t. At a depth of 183m a 10cm wide leader was
intersected which contained 17 g/t gold and 61 g/t silver. ,On the
306m level a 2m wide lode assaying at 22 g/t gold was cut 2.4m from
the shaft and this reef was referred to as "the south lode". .
At the 336m level a drive to the north intersected a narrow
leader at 15.3m which contained 22 g/t gOld and at 18.7m along
this drive the hanging wall of the Tasmania Lode was encountered
and the reef consisted of 1 .5m of lode material, 3.4m of dense
sandstone horse and 0.3m of lode on the footwall. The wouthward

~rive on the 336m level intersected the south lode 9.5m from the
~haft and the reef was 2.8m wide and consisted of intermixed

quartz and pyrite. Little development was carried out on any
of these lodes reportedly due to the fact that the lodes occurred
in the corner of the Bonanza lease and the lodes dipped away
i~to the Tasmania Gold Mining Company's ground.

During the operating life of the Tasmania Mine attempts
were made to test for possible parallel lodes and although it
would appear that at least two such reefs were detected, it is
probable that neither was particularly extensive, as only minor
development was carried out on these lodes. 'The Examiner'
newspaper in 1898 published several reports on the Tasmania
Mine which suggest that a south parallel lode was worked tc
the west of the Main Crosscourse on the 152m level. While
driving northward along the Main Crosscourse in order to pick
up the continuation of the reef in the Upper Workings, a Scm
wide vein was encountered on the western side of the fault about
12m north along the crosscourse drive. Thi5 vein was followed
to the west and at 2.4m it had opened out to a width of 1m and had
"a fair show of gold", at 11.7m the reef was 2.7m wide and at
13.4m it was said to have had an average width of 2.4m. Thus
it would appear that u reasonably significant reef nid exist
approximately GOm south of the Upper Workings Lode on the 152m
level.
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However there is little evidence in the old reports or mine
plans that this lode was worked, or even detected, on other
levels or in other parts of the mine. If this vein had per­
sisted in the Main Workings east of the Main Crosscourse it
should have been encountered in the crosscut to the Phoenix
Shaft un the 152m level and the long southeast crosscut on
that level, which tested the hanging wall country for some
125m south of the Tasmania Lode, however the reef does not
appear to have been detected. Similarly long crosscuts from
the Hart Shaft to the lode at the 305m level and the 335m
level have not proven any hanging wall lodes.

In the Tasmania workings a footwall lode was detected
in a crosscut to the north on the 381m level. Cundy and
Fawcett (1914) reported that at 113m along this crosscut
from the main reef a "small irregular reef was cut and fol­
lowed east for 210ft (64m) but, though carrying gold, it
was too small and too low grade to pay". This reef was not
tested on other levels and its extent and grades are unknown •
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Throughout the early life of the Beaconsfield Goldfield,
extensive prospecting was carried out by several companies in
an attempt to define reefs parallel to the Tasmania Lode.
Most of these activities have not been well documented and
were obviously unsuccessful.

Cundy and Fawcett (1914) suggested that the Tasmania
Company tested the footwall country at various depths down to
381m in an attempt to pick up any parallel lodes, but the only
success appears to be the narrow reef intersected in the 381m
level crosscut to the north which was described previously.
The hanging wall country was considered to have been sufficient­tt ly prospected by the shafts and crosscuts to the lode.

The Tasmanian Mines Department completed a diamond drill
hole in 1968-69, which was aimed at examining the 'south lode'
reported in the Bonanza Shaft. This hole, DOH B5, was collared
85.6m south of the Hart Shaft, inclined at 75 0 towards magnetic
north and drilled to a depth of 203m. Core recovery was gener­
ally poor as the hole passed through friable sandstones and
quartzites which were often sheared and fractured Minor quartz
and carbonate veins were detected in the lower part of the hole
but no 'south lode' was defined.

•
Allstate Exploration conducted several shallow drilling

programmes designed to locate any parallel lodes. In 1969 a
total of 57 auger holes ranging in depth from 1.2m to 40.5m,
were drilled in the vicinity of the Tasmania Mine and along
Grubb Street, Weld Street, and the Yorktown Road, to obtain
samples at or near bedrock. The samples were analysed for
base metals which were assumed to be useful indicators of
reef mineralisation due to the sulphide-gold association in
the Tasmania Reef, and some selected samples were also analysed
for gold. Low order base metal anomalies were detected in
several holes, but all gold assays were neglegibel and Leckie
(1969) concluded that none of the anomalies was sufficiently
significant to warrant any further examination.

An auger and rotary drilling programme was initiated by
Allstate in 1979. Two lines of holes wer~ drilled on the east­
ern flank of Cabbage Tree Hill across the line of the Tasmania
Reef. The programme was designed to test th2 applicability of
the sampling method across the known reef and to delineate any
parallel lodes adjacent to the main reef. A number of signific­
ant gold and base metal anomalies were detected and several
holes were deepened by diamond drilling. Bates (1979) discusses
in detail the location of these anomalies and attributed them
to dispersion from the Tasmania Reef, contamination from gold
bearing detritus or, as in the Cdse of a large anomaly on Line
1 in holes RB 8 to 11 and RB 79 to 81, a westerly dipping
mineralised fracture zone striking northwest-southeast. How­
ever no structures parallel to the main reef were detected on
these two lines.
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Dl:PTH
DtSCRIP":10:~

To

No eore - oxldlsed sandstone.

Friable oxldiscd fine ;r~ined

quart~ sandstone.

Broken and rartly oxi~ised !l~e

qr.lned grey q~artzite.

Derk and ~edlu~ qrey q~~rtzltel

carbonate rock with sore ca~~n.:e

bandstand frlabl~ zones and sc~e

srr~ll faults and minor brecciation.

•

'13.77

161.80

168.25

'Je.3,
", .80

'68.25

202.23

No core - nen corln~ bit uled to
by·pass broken ~roun~.

Medium grey q~5rtzlte, some
oxidi ••tlon on j~int faces ~nc

fracture planes. .
MediuM 9rey quartzite With r.u~~rous

sub-parallel shear planes at 3!
deqre•• to core axis.

Medium grey quartzite with .~e .
minor qu.rt~ and carbona~~ veins.

END OF HOLE

summary of Geological Logs from Mines
Department
Diamond Drill Hole BS- "South Lode"
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5.4 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The old reports on this goldfield suggest that much time
and effort has been devoted to proving the existence of reefs
parallel to the Tasmania Lode. Prospecting in the distant,
and more recent, past has failed to delineate any significallt
parallel structure in the vicinity of the Tasmania Reef, and
it is probable that any further exploration from the surface
will be similarly fruitless.

Several parallel lodes have been reported such as those
intersected in the Bonanza Shaft, the vein followed on the
western side of the Main Crosscourse on the 152m level and the
narrow footwall lode encountered in the crosscut on the 382m
level. None of these lodes appear to have been sufficiently
extensive to w~~rant development and were probably not contin­
uous over any great vertical or horizontal distan~e.

Further investigations into the elusive parallel lodes
should be postponed until the Hart Shaft has been cleared and
the mine dewatered. Detailed examination of the footwall
lode on the 381m level could then be carried out and drilling
from underground or the surface to test this lode then be
initiated if warranted. The crosscuts in the hanging wall
from the Hart and Grubb shafts to the lode could also be
carefully examined, particularly the crosscut from the Grubb
Shaft on the 381m level where two short drives have been put
out to the northeast and may be following some parallel vein­
ing.

A detailed study of the reports published in 'The Examiner'
newspaper may also prove useful in determining if any veining
was encountered during the sinking of the Hart or Grubb Shafts
or for that matter any other shafts in the area.
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SECTION 6 - CABBAGE TREE HILL

The hill is covered by a multitude of workings about which
there is generally very little information. Several possible
exploration targets may exist:-

(i) REEFS PARALLEL TO THE TASMANIA LODE.
Prospects of finding any significant lode parallel

to the Tasmania Reef appear rather grim. Extensive surface and
subsurface exploration has been carried out on the eastern flank
of the hill but no significant reef was ever detected. With
the exception of some of .the long adits driven into the eastern
side of the hill most of the workings were shallow and obviously
did not provide much incentive for deeper work.

(ii) MOONLIGHT-CUM-WONDER REEF.
This reef system developed in the conglomerates

on the crest of the hill, consisted of a series of narrow irreg­
ular veins containing erratic gold mineralisation. The mines
on this line of reefs were quite extensive and according to
Montgomery, (1891) and Twelvetrees (1902) the reefs were tested
over considerable lateral extent and to a depth of at least
240m but were found to be difficult to follow and generally
grades did not persist at depth.

Those workings are now inaccessible. The Moon­
light, Olive Branch, Little Wonder, New Providence, Eureka,
etc. shafts have all been filled in completely. The Amalgam­
ated West Tasmania Sh~ft has been used by the local slaughter­
house as an offal dump for some time and although open to about
40m it is quite inaccessible (as far as I'm cOncerned anyway!)
A very large shaft north of the Little \vonder Shaft is blocked
by the collar which has collapsed into it and this shaft may be
the one referred to by Twelvetrees in his 'Report on Deep Sink­
ing at the Moonlight-Cum-Wonder Gold Mine, Beaconsfield'. The
Whim Shaft further to the northwest is open to a depth of 64m
and it is obvious that a considerable amount of the old dump
has been bulldozed into this shaft.

Attempts wer.e also made to gain access to these
workings via adits which, according to Montgomery, connect to
the Little Wonder Shaft. Although the Little Wonder Main Adit
was located, it is in a hopelessly collapsed condition. Another
adit further up the western flank of the hill, in the vicinity
of Shona's Adit, could not be found.

In view of the extensive underground work already
carried out on this reef and the general lack of success that
it met with, it is unlikely that mineable quantities of material
exist along the Moonlight-cum-\vonder Reef. Pockets of high grade
mineralisati8n are no doubt still to be found, but the sporadic
nature of the veining and mineralisation would make it difficult
to r~cover economically.



1oo:\JI,....--....I..',~!!".:..J .......~)1Rl1I-...211.!iI, IIIIJl__-!!!'1---__IIIIII ...- ..-_----IIIIIl---------..".-------,------------
.3 df

, f,

SHONA'S ADIT No.2_
i.' fC.4lE I. ,t:O

D .,.. ,~lH .1 I~I

~ .r' .... D,tE f,1:l1

. ~.'

.,' •...
- :.-....-~. - \,,­

,,'

-.
. \_.- :......::~

.-;'........
.... :.; ~I

,."

\ ...
",......

_. _ ../0__..... - \ •• ,

. ...
,,'

" ~

r'I~/',::" ,,'
! "" I.-_.....'- ..~ )
. .. ~ .

j" I,

. ~

;01'

.. .

1
1

,j i
I

,I I
i !

.. J. 1
i~ j
:~ j
.~
~t I.:.~;,

I

~!. 1
"

,
i' j

;~
I

I
'~: !

J
I I

';'.j',
~~

';;'

"r
~.

i.·

. k
~-,.

. :.
':',

.": ......: ·;.aN

_ ....:0...

.' ... ii'd
=:...--,•. - ~!B

-'---.- '::.

-I j .

.~! ~-L !
"I
"

.! i
.... ,- 't' --, ..

... :.. ' ..... :.".'... .~



893034

BEACONSFIELD GEOLOGY -18- JULY, 1982

The ex~ct nature of this 'reef' is not known, it
may be a highly fractured sandstone unit which has been injected
with a myriad of quartz veinlets or it may be a true conglomer­
atic horizon.

(iii) STONE'S "CONGLONERl\TE REEF".
Very little is k.lown of this "conglomerate reef"

and what in:ormation that has been gathered has been provided
by Mr. Bob Stone who prospected over Cabbage Tree Ilill in the
1950's, and actually worked a shaft near the Eureka Shaft.
Bob Stone maintains that an adit on the western side of the
hill (approx. 70m south of the Garfield l\dit) intersecteo a
"cong lomerate reef", 3m wide 'lhich assayed at about 15 g/ t.
Also a similar, if not the same, reef was stoped in the Ulivu
Branch Adit on the eastern flank of the hill, but was found to
be too low grade to pay. The reef apparently strikes with the
surrounding sediments and similarly dips to the northeast ••

Several attempts have been made to locate the adit
on the western side of the hill which reportedly intersects this
'reef', however extensive backhoe trenching in the area has fail­
ed to pinpoint the entrance to the adit. The Garfield Adit was
sampled in the hope that it may have also cut through this reef,
however Bob Stone's theory is that it would not have, and the
poor sample results suggest th~t if the reef did exist it was
not encountered in this adit.

Twelvetrees, in his "Report on the Mineral Resources
of the Districts of Beaconsfield and Salisbury", 1903, suggests

•

that some attempts were made to define auriferous conglomerate
orizons during the early mining operations and he quotes some

rather impressive grades fro~ these units. stone indicated
that attempts to stope the conglomerate had been made in the
Olive Branch Adit at a point about 6m west of the air shaft,
while Twelvetrees talks about the conglomerate being cut at
90m from the air shaft in the Olive Branch or Moonlight Tunnel.
\'Jhether the Olive Brunch Adit and T\"clvetrees' "Olive Branch
0.- Noonlight Tunnel" "re one und the SUl1'.e is uncertain.

Admittedly much of the evidence for the existence
of su:::h a "conglom'.'rate reef" is hea)-say and the conglomerates
reper ted ly go ld b'_'ar ing by T",e 1Vf~ trees "Jere never extensive ly
developed, however there appears to be some need to further
inv,,"stigate tLese theories. ,;ince the Olive )'.L'lnch I\d~L is
completely inaccessible, since the air shaft has been dozed
in, and the reported adit on the western side of the hill not
located, a line ot shallow percussion holes across the western
flank and ·:rest of the hill may prove to be the most convenient
exploration metho(1. Th0 line of holes could be (lrilleo along
the track which runs adjacent to the 10900N grill line and the
holes could bE spaced at 20m intervals from 10080E to 1024GE,
a total of nine holes approximutely 25m deep. Further drilling
would depend on the results of tllese holes.
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In recent discussions with David Russell, who is
examining some samples from Beaconsfield with the view to writ­
ing a Masters Thesis on some aspect of the deposit, he suggests
that he may have observed minute specs of gold in a polished
spction of conglomerate containing fuchsite from the western
side of the hill. A reasonably extensive section of the ~0nglom­

erate was sampled in the Garfield Adit, however the results
were not encouraging and did not tend to indicate that any of
these conglomerates were gold bearing. It remains to be seen
if David Russell can verify these observations, and if so the
air track drill samples obtained from BHP may assist in defining
horizons of further interest if it appears that the conglomerates
are infact containing gold, although this seems a little unlikely.

(iv) FOLDS WITHIN CONGLOMERATES •
Reasonably large scale folds occur in the conglom­

erates which may have areas of associated fracturing and slippage
of the beds, which have proved favourable for reef development.
Montgomery maps a synclinal axis on his map of the Moonlight­
cum-\~onder vlorkings and a fold structure is observable in the
Garfield and possibly Shona's, adits. In the Garfield a syn­
cline is apparent and an associated anticlinal fold may be
developed near the end of the adit, although bedding directions
are difficult to observe.

The idea of investigating these fold structures
for possible reefs is not new and Montgomery suggests that
similar attempts were made early in the life of the field,
however the efforts proved fruitless. In the Garfield Adit
the aXis of the syncline is fractured but does not contain .any
quartz veining. If an anticline does exist towards the end of
the adit, its axis would be close to the north and south drives

~hat have been put out at about 115m from the entrance, however
veining is scarce and samplinr produced rather discouraging
results. It would therefore appear that no significant reefs
have been detected along thc3e fold axes, however further attempts
should b8 made to trace the folds to see how the workings relate
to them.

WORK CARRIED OUT.

Apart from the qri~ding and mapping (1 :2000 scale) that
has been carrircrJ out. over Cabbilge 'Pree IIill, some of the
accessible ~orkin'Js have been sampled ~nd mapped.

The milin ilim of the base IOilp was to locate all old workings
and to sho'li r·nml'")11 dpl:d il ,~o that the workings could still be
located 10"[1 afic.... r \1", disapl'oarance of the griCl.

The only ·.·:ork inq~; that have been examined in detail are
the Garfield r.dit, an-I ~;hona's Arlit. The Garfield Adit was
channel/chip sarnp.l"d alon'] the southern wall and along the
drives, and the roof (If the arlit was mapped (or at least attempts
were made to map it), l\ssay resnlts were discouraging.
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Shona's Adit, named after the secretary who wished to be
immortilised in the annals of Beaconsfield, has been mapped
and selected samples collected, although no analyses have been
carried out.

Several shallow auger holes were drilled beside the Allstate
rotary holes on lines 1 and 2 to test the depth capabilities of
the Jacro rig and the sample method. Gravels in the scree
limit the depth penetration of the small auger rig and the samp­
ling method does not seem very satisfactory for this area where
the extensive disturbance of the soils by bulldozing and land
clearing, and the contamination from previous mining would nec-ta essitate the collection of bedrock samples in any meaningful
geochemical survey .

•
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•

The north Tasmania area is that gridded area to the north
of Cabbage Tree Hill and includes the areas covered by Bleazard's
mineral lease and Furlonge's prospecting claim.

Shallow alluvial workings occur along Brandy Creek and
several shafts, all inaccessible, have been excavated on the
low hill above the creek. No reliable records are available
for these mines. Most of these workings appear to be within
the conglomerates and the veining observed in these units on
Cabbage Tree Hill has generally been narrow and irregular,
so it is probable that these shafts did not encounter any
substantial lodes.

The main workings in this area which are of interest are
those of the North Tasmania Mine, which apparently developed
the only reef reported parallel to the Tasmania Lode. The reef
was supposed to be about 1 .2m wide and according to the only
available reports, which are of dubious accuracy and incomplete,
the gold was accociated with sulphides and grades were quite
high. The only incomplete mine plan of the workings suggest
that the reef was tested to at least 130m depth, though strike
length was only of the order of 60m in the lower levels.

The North Tasmania Reef is of interest because it is parallel
to the Tasmania Lode and unlike many of the other workings in
the field, gold values did persist to considerable depth.
Unfortunately it has not been possible to accurately locate '
the North Tasmania Main Shaft. The latest theory is that it'
was situated at about 11585N 10165E on the exploration grid, ,-
and discussions with Bert Bleazard confirm that there was a
reasonably deep shaft in this area before it was filled with
the surrounding dump material. Shallow workings to the immediate
north, east and west of this main shaft location, suggest that
if a reef outcropped in this area it may well have had a strike
of approximately N 500 E, as there uppears to be a trend of the
workings from the old Dundee Shaft as far west as the old dump
on the edge of the dam. The Dundee Shaft is an inclined shaft
suggesting that the reef dipped to the southeast as did the
North Tasmania Reef. The Dundee Shaft and all the ether working
along this trend line are inaccessible, so a trench was excav­
ated across the possible surface trace of the reef to see if
any veining coulu be detected, however it could not and only
sandstones were encountered. A second trench was proposed fur­
ther to the west, however this has not been completed (refer
basic map) .

Other work carri~d out in this area includes th<O. sampling
and mapping of the North Tasmania Adits which have been driven
northwestward into the flank of the hill just above Brandy Creek.
These adlts are in the Transition Bed sandstones but appear to
have been unproductive. Sampling produced poor results and
only the No. 1 Adit contains any veining of any interest, some
further grab sampling and ItlUre detailed examination of the
ferruginous and manganiferous quar.tz encountered at the end of
the drive could be warranted, although it is obviously a very
irregular a~d narroN structure. ~
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The London Adit was opened up and briefly examined. This
tunnel is in the conglomerates and un air shaft approximately
4Qm from the entrance has been filled from the surface thereby
completely blocking the ad it,; No significant veining was ob­
served and the adit again filled.

In Bleazards Mineral Lease several shallow shafts have been
examined however none appear to be of any great interest. Once
again these are in the conglomerates and Bleazard reports good
gold from some veins, and he has a sample of quartz containing
some specs of reasonably coarse gold (1 to 1.5 mm) which re-

~portedlY came from the shaft referred to as North Tasmania Shaft
No.3. Grab sampling in this shaft failed to detect any sig­
nificient mineralization.

Allstate completed two lines of rotary/auger holes in the
area. Line No. 3 was drilled across Brandy Creek and a reason­
ably significant anomaly, Anomaly 6, was encountered in holes
RB 34 to RB 36. Bates interpreted this anomaly as being due to an
east-west striking quartz vein which dips to the south, ie;
more or less parallel to the Tasmania and North Tasmania reefs.
This anomally should be further examined by a short diamond
drill hole, and strike extensions both to the east and west
should be tested by drilling •

•
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The deep lead channel along the eastern flank of Cabbage
Tree Hill has not been examined in any great detail. Early
mining and drilling attempts reportedly met with varied success,
and no extensive development was carried out in the channel.

The lead is poorly defined, gravity surveys and drilling
results not necessarily complementing one anotherl therefore
the limits of the lead and the exact extent of the channel
are uncertain •

Several observation bores have been drilled in the lead
to monitor the water drawdown during dewatering of the mine.
Two of these bores B6 and B7 were resampled and submitted for
gold assays to see if any mineralisation could be detected.
Some gold within the gravels and sands was indicated, partic­
ularly in B6. Obviously the samples were not representative
since they were only rotary samples, but they did suggest that
the lead may contain gold and coupled with the information
from the old reports suggest that some further work may be
warranted.

I.
Some drilling could be carried out in the central part

of the lead. H.J. stacpoole in Launceston is currently in the
process of setting hi;; Mobile Drill B80 rig up for reverse.
circulation drilling II/hich may prove to be the quickest and·
cheapest method to test the channel. The fact that new houses
are presently being constructed on the lead does not increase
the prospectivity of the channel, however it does offer the
potential for a large tonnage of material.
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9.1 INTRODUCTION

SECTION 9 - SALISBURY HILL 893063

•

Authority to Prospect A.P. 6/80 was granted to Amax Iron
Ore Corporation on 26th June, 1980 for an initial term of six
months. The Authority, previously a State Reserve and there­
fore exempt from the Mining Act, covers an area of 12.6 sq.
kilometres centred over Salisbury Hill.

9.2 GEOLOGY

Salisbury Hill is the southward continuation of Cabbage
Tree Hill and is composed of similar quartzose sandstones and
conglomerates belonging to the Cabbage Tree Formation. These
Ordovician sediments conformably overlie finer grained sediments
of Cambrian age. The contact between the Cambrian and Ordovic­
ian, although concealed by colluvial deposits throughout the
area, is most probably present along the western flank of
Salisbury Hill.

Quartz veining in this area tends to parallel the north­
westerly strike of the Cabbage Tree Formation, yet these veins
generally dip to the south-west at about 30 degrees, the=eby
cutting across the bedding of the easterly dipping sediments.

9.3 MINERALIZATION

The Salisbury goldfield, situated at the southern end of
Salisbury Hill, consists of several small workings, including
the Salisbury, Duchess of York and Victoria mines on the east­
ern flank, as well as numerous shallow pits and some significant
hydraulic sluicing operation on the western edge of the hill.
No production figures for this area are available, however
appreciable quantitip.s of gold have reportedly been won from
these workings.

According to Mines Department reports, the near surface
mineralization consists of "coarse lumps of gOld" and "patches
of free gold met with in sugary quartz and soft seams of pug*",
while deeper deposits are intimately associated with sulphides.
In the Victoria workings the northerly trending quartz-pyrice
lode varied in width up to 0.75 metres and the rich parts of the
vein carried ten to twenty per cent sulphides with 124 to 1488
g/t gold. Narrower sulphide rich quartz veins were working in
the Salisbury Mine where grades of up to 113 g/t were reported.

Sluicing operations at the southern extremity of the hill
exposed numerous quartz veins within the sandstones and an adit
was driven north along several of these narrow veins. This adit
is the only subsurface working in the fielJ that is still access­
ible. Twelvetrees (1903) reported grades of 4 to 5 g/r gold from
the sluiced material and the adit excavations.

Some reports tell of shallow workings in Eaglehawk Gully
at the north end of Salisbury Hill and also the Rising Sun adit
at the south end of Cabbage Tree Hill, however, no grades are
given for either.

* pug - a local name given to decomposed shale
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9.4 DIAMOND DRILLING

-25- JULY, 1982

893067

In view of the fact that most of the quartz veins observed
to date dip to the west, holes drilled from the western side
uf the hill and angled to the east may have more accurately
tested the veining in the area.

In view of these sampling problems it was decided that
explorati'Jn should centre on the reassessment of existing work­
ings. Th~ Power line Adit was mapped and extensively channel
sampled ciler 2m intervals producing assays of up to 12 ppm Au,
with 25% of samples carrying greater than 1 ppm. The Salisbury
Dyke Tunnel was also sampled although gold values were generally
low ( 0.03 ppm).

Between 1970 and 1973 the Tasmanian Department of Mines drilled
two diamond drill holes in the vicinity of the Salisbury Mine.
The first hole, DOH 5.1., was situated 30 metres north of the
Salisbury shaft and drilled to a depth of 177.6 metres at an
inclination of 50 degrees to the west. This hole intersected
only minor sulphide free quartz veining within the Cabbage Tree
sediments.

The second hole, DOH 5.2., was collared 30 metres south of
the shaft and similarly angled to the west, it was drilled to a
depth of 233 metres and intersected numerous quartz and quartz­
siderite veins many of which were sulphide bearing. Neither of
these holes was ever sampled by the Mines Department, however
Amax sampling over several intervals showed gold values to be
generally 1ppm.'.
9.5 WORK PROGRAMME

A gridding, soil sampling and mapping program was initiated
over the southern part of the Authority early in 1980, however
this was later suspended due to sampling difficulties. Deep
alluvial cover and recent deposits of poorly consolidated scree
material on the flanks of Salisbury Hill render soil sampling. a.
relatively ineffectual exploration tool in this area. It is
quite possible that these recent deposits may be up to 40m thick
on some s,~ctions of the hill. Surface sampling is also frustrated
by contamination from the old mine workings ••

The Duchess of York ~lorkings were successfully opened by an
excavator beyond a major collapse, however a second collapse 43m
from the excavation rendered sampling impossible. An attempt to
excavate the Victoria Adit was also made, but the hard ground
encounter. j in from the ·collapse could not be penetrated by two
excavators, and the attempt was abandoned.

As yet only the southern part of the ]lllthority has been
examined and reconnaissance work over the remainder of· the area
is required to determine the extent of the old workings and hope­

i "," fully give some guide as to the mineralization along the hill.
f " No mention is made of this area in any of the old reports, how­
,;).;JV ever there seems little evidence to suggest that it should not
:~;:.'·4alsobe mineralized, and possibly only the deep Recent cover has
~~'ti,protected it from earlier mining.

B~r~~:i,~;i.
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Several geophysical traverses across the hill, possibly
employtng a portable EM technique, could prove valuable to
establish the depth and extent of the Recent deposits, partic­
ularly those on the eastern flank of the ridge.

Sampling in areas of greatest potential would probably be
most effectively achieved by short diamond drill holes and in
areas of continuing interest, pattern drilling programmes would
ultimately be initiated.

The final aim of such a work programme would be to delineate
areas of mineralization, probably low grade, which would lend
tl.emselves to open cut extraction and which could be mined in
conjunction with the main Beaconsfield mine.

REFERENCES

• Twelvetrees, W.H. 1903 "report on the Mineral Resources of the
Districts of Beaconsfield and Salisbury."
Mines Dept., Tasmania.

GEE, R.D. and Legge, P.J. 1979 "Geological Atlas 1 Mile Series,
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" ~_ -'of ~\O, ." ..Y.;~. _...... -. ,
_,·~iOl\.V.. ":J...'t~:r.!" ~\~ __~:'.'''·:l .
,."!A'!< "':j_~ <l ~~"1?';.~ (~,., ,: '.' li"-

"'": .,. .
, • ~ ..H:>:..·!t~J}.~~:~Jr..;·~·~."''tL ~:::~. - -~

l' ., ",.",
- - :'"'- '[



'I

893077

~".. I\"""~'hc!!N~"_-,r- -!"~~,!!I'C!:~l.!h~,·~..:.~·.•:;.·) ..... _- - '---r-

- .. ,.. .....
, ••_" ' •..--IU",",­
0- .......

"....._--. . '/' ...
_!,!)·•.r.lY~.rl·'~'\~L'---,._",-'_''''.~"'-'-'.,.._.:./...;""'':''..:'-:..:.__..-'-.-'..•:....' ...:...,..;~., .....

'... AM"X mOt' Olll: COIU'onATlON
,,,II"l""'" 1l'"Ol"A'.OIOf OIVI~I\lIH1

,.-:.~.~---------

~
•
l SAMPLE RECORD

",,0_D::.:':::"..:·...;';,1,-,.;"..:........"'-":"'__':..'.'..,': .:~ -; C..lh..... ...t by'
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.. .'.' C""" II

"",
~')

.-;'"

2CC 12.:-

/7
10i·Y'

."·/3.3

...A •
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03~h. 027j ~+? ~~, 71f) 7'- , rr'> 70

0:7" -1M 77 ICtJ 77 0':; b7i ~;'7
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,~~,,- 3/.b~ I /J.(l{ 6r, ? /'1'> /0 < 4'0

;lJlv.~; 'i..;; <'
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SAMPLE RECORD
"MAX 1t10N ('Ill cor.rOnATION
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4c " ,c"l 1'7 ~C 1'(; "- '!r;
~{70'1 " 13 ~ 6" 5' >< 20

~7b " 23 7 (,n 17 0·'5 2'7
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SAMPLE RECORD
"MAX IHUN ,lHl CunNHAliON

......M..~~'U' ....... I"... '''''I''I~1

"'..... .tt ..,...._ r._ .......
~- ---

'hO.~.. Ao_ 1,II,,,,,.·.,f.... ,
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.- .
',,, 35 I" ,-," t"" I"e,; :-/: y .-

.., .. 9 '« ,~ I'r. " "... I oc_ ..
,II .., I~ -::5 .,~ /< .., . z.::1\ I .,.",.., !-'
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~
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"t-- -_._.. q." .l -_:.._----'-'-~ . ,
.~ I u ...\..l: _. ,
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..,
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:...:31 ~-~
~ ;, ".Ct ~, .. ..... '
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~

33 .,...~ q7 " ... .,< {J. () " 1," .,.; .,.,
~,.

Q.C&~ 00' '}'i ,. " It,' n ,- 7(> {., , ..
:I~ ~ 0" '" ~(' ~~ -. ,. ,~ fI' " .1>:2.
3"tn y ??" ::', ~o .,n t.:'\ ~; '" • fJ.'· 7..: ~

~,. " 1,~ u· ," "~ " ,- ?-' IS~' t -:.:"'.'

" ~I. I> It!,; '" IJO " J...lt I ·t ":,. I" f·
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"'-'I
~
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4." " ."" 6, :<0 '0 S" I'> J..'3ttJ 4",;" 1,.qC....

,,<; y Ill" 65 . 1" 10" I Q 2~>' 1".- /? C-,.,

",I:, • '" "1.1" 15 45 1;:1 ••".,•..-' 255 57" 2,C'C-.. .. ..
r. ". y ',1> 1" ,.- ~o _0" ,i" .. ~5' I~C
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{q ILO!>. ?<' It <'0 ?( " ~ ".A Li2-. .61-- "
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