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TOWER HILL - E.L 50/82

1. INTRODUCTION

This outlier of Triassic coal measures is located 15 km
north-west of Fingal. The Triassic strata dip to the east-south~-
east at 2° -« 5° and are overlain by Jurassic dolerites. On the
lower slopes of Tower Hill there are sporadic outcrops of

Permian strata. The dissected plateau at about 550 m which
extends to the south and east of Tower Hill is the top of the
Mathinna Beds. In 1979 Cornwall Coal Company N.L drilled a

hole (DDH 7) on Tower Hill. 1In the 1984 exploration programme

3 holes were drilled on Tower Hill - DDHs 14, 15 and 19.

2, CoAL GEoLoGY

Two seams designated A and B occur towards the top of the !
Triassic coal measures. Table TH 1 glves the thickness and
coal quallty data on these seams.

Seam A is thin, but the coal when washed would produce coal
of acceptable gquality at a YIEld of about 60%. The coal seam

_thlns to the west and is only l1.16 m thick in DDH 19.' In ‘DDH 14

Seam A is just thick enough to mxne and has a good sandstone'
roof. This seam also crops out on the eastern end of Tower Hlll

and would be acce581b1e from the: outcrop for mlnlnq

Seam B is thickest in DDH 7, at 1. 86 m, and washes tc a 15 4%
ash product. To the west in DDH 19 however thlS seam has
deteriorated significantly, is only 0. 79 m thlck, and is
comprised mostly of stony coal and’ carbonaceous claystone.
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SUMMARY OF CoOAL SEAM DATA

TABLE TH 1
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The reserves of potentially mineable coal at Tower Hill are
confined to the eastern end of the area and the in s{tu reserves
are estimated to be in the order of 2 million tonnes. The
quality of saleable coal is estimated at about 600,000 tonnes

on the basis of 50% mining recovery and 60% washing recovery.

| Because of the rapid changes in seam thickness between drill

holes additional drilling would be necessary to more precisely
define the extent of mineable coal. This is not considered to
ke warranted at this time.

J.H. Bryan _
B.8c: (Hons) , PH.D.M., Auﬁrﬁ,M}M;.
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