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Literature Review ~

Most of the literature available on the Bald Hill consistedl='=.:._
of reports on the various mining ventures which pursued th~

gold, nickel, precious metals etc. around the turn of the c¥iitury:­
1---·,

Geological information is available on the Burnie 1:250,OO~

sheet but there is as yet no 1:50,000 geological map. How~a~1
there is a 1:25,000 map (Mt. Youngbuck - Magnet> compiled ~
A.V. Brown 1984 which has proven to be most useful.
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Accessibility

Bald Hill is generally very accessible due to the serpentites
offering very little plant nutrition. Where there have been
fires in the last few years there is very little plant growth
and often excellent exposure.

Exploration

Numerous hand samples were collected from the Serpentinized,
layered peridotite and pyroxenite over Gabbro Hill and Brassey
Hill. These rocks weather darker than the fresh rock and their
appearance is misleading so that it proved difficult to obtain
dark fresh samples from outcrops which were dark in appearance.

Samples were also collected from the tholeiitic basalts which
lie east of the Heazlewood River and North of the Waratah Highway.

','
sample Evaluation

Samples taken were diamond sawn and those that appeared to be
worth polishing - polished.

The basalts produced a fine grained uniform green black stone
with a gold fleck. This type of stone used to be extremely
popular but there is little demand for it at the moment.

The serpentinites produced a medium grained dark stone with
a micaceous appearance. Unfortunately, the polished appearance
depends on the orientation of the polished face to the sample
and hence it would be unsuitable as a dimension stone.

Future Exploration

Further work on the serpentinites will be undertaken to locate
pyroxenite which has undergone little serpentinization. This
will involve systematically sampling all of the outcrops in
the licence area.
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Gabbro has been mapped in the area and this will be sampled
and polished. Likewise serpentinized dunite will also be sampled
and polished as dunites are currently quarried in other countries
for dimension stone. It is expected that the bulk of the field
work will be complete by the end of the next 12 months period.

Expenditure

Airfares
Vehicle hire
Salaries
Sample evaluation
Accommodation

BRH/84.87

21/11

$600
$300

$2,500
$500
$200

$4,300
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