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1. INTRODUCTION
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•

The Authority to PrOSpect, Queenstown area, is dlH! to lllxpire on the

5th August, 1987 in conjunction with the adjoining Exploration Licence

9/66. An application to renew the A to P and reduce the area to 1005

hectares has been submitted to the Mines Department in June, 1987•.

This report summarizes the exploration completed over the remillning

1956 hectares of the A to P which is proposed to be relinquished on

the 5th August, 1987 (see Figure I).

2. LAND TENURE

The A to P was first granted to the Mt. Lyell Mining and Railway Company

Limited on 5th January, 1984 to cover forty Mining Lease Applications

OM/84-40M/84) surrounding the current Mt•. Lyell Consolidated Mining·

L••se, 30M/80. This area was· previously held by· the Mt. Lyell CO.

a$ part of Consolidated Mining Lease 15M/75.· When, in· 1980, the Mining

Lease was reduced to 30M/80 the balance of· the area, known as the

"Buffer Zone" was incorporated into EL9/66. The "Buffer Zone" was

not included in the Joint Venture Agreement signed in 1976 with the Getty

Oil Development Co. Ltd. over the rest of EL9/66. The Company sought

to have the "Buffer Zone" excluded from the E.L. just ~rior to the major

reduction in area of EL9/66 in 1984. This led to pe&l\ing of the Miniflg

Lease Applications.

3. EXPLORATION COMPLETED 1984-87

Ciold Fields Exploration Pty. Ltd. has carried out exploration over the

A to P since the tenement was first granted to the Mt. Lyell Co. in

1984. Both companies are divisions of Renison Goldfields Consolidated

Limited. Exploration over the area to be relinquished during this period

has been rather limited and is restricted to the following work, mostly

carried out in conjunction with programs on the adjoining Mine Lease

. and proposed retained parts of the A to P:

I. Geological compilation map covering the A to P area. This was

prepared as part of consultant W.A. Brook's study of the mineralization

and exploration potential over the general Mine. Lease area ~rook, 1984a);
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2. Investigation of the gold potential of the Linda Valley. This work

c:omprised very limited rock sampling around the old gold prospects

including McDowell's P.A. on the north side of the valley and Moore's

Gold Mine on the northern flanks of Mt. Owen (Brook,1984b, and

Jones, 1985 see Appendix!). In ac:ldition restricted moss sampling

for gold was carried out in creeks draining Mc;Dowell's P.A. and

Cemetry Creek (Beddows, 1985). Results from these programs

were disappointing. One diamond drill hole, GI4A, was completed

for 421m to test for gold mineralization at McDowell'S P.A. but

unfortunately was drilled entirely within glacial deposits (Beddows,

1985);

3." Stream sediment geochemistry, including ~80n, panned concentrate

and limited moss sampling in the East Queen drainage. This work

was carried out by geological contractor R.A. Poltock but faiied

to identify significant anomalies away from the known Mt. Lyell

mineralization (FitzGerald and Pease, 1985);

4. Geological mapping and sampling along the southern slopes of the

West Sedgwic:k area. This work was compll!ted by geological contractor

. P. !<omyshan as part of a detailed mapping. program over the adjacent

Comstock area (Komyshan, 1985).

4. CONCLUSIONS
•

The negative results from these investigations,· as well .as data from

previous exploration and early prospecting, have indicated that no significant

. potential for economic mineralization exists in the main portions of both

the Linda and Comstock Valleys. Similarly the area west of the East

Queen River and south of West Sedgwick is considered to be unprospective•

. Consequently, it is proposed that these areas be relinquished on the 5th

August, 1987.

•
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To
.From

Subject'

Date

F. Fitzgerald
H. Jones

Hr. LYELL Au RESULTS

11th September, 1985.

DATE: '3 SEP toRS
FILE No.:'" ' •

•

•

The gold sampling progr_ covered a number of "prospects" in the

lease area; the reasons behind the selection (see my memo to L.A.N.

dated 8 October, 1984) and the results obtained are summarised below

as a prelude tq a more formal report. All results are listed on the

attached tables or, in the case of culvert samples from the Queenstown

- Gormanston road, plotted on the enclosed plan.

S8lIlple tyPes and analytical method:

Samples were of one of three typell'

(i) aSllaypulps that had not previouslY,been analysed for gold

.. drillcore and Comstock grid rock chip samples.

(11)

All samplell were prepared at G.F.E.L. Canberra and,with standards

incll$Cled. submitted to Analabs (W.A.) for Au analysis by their method

309 .. fi.re assay with A.A.S. determination on a 3081D. 8llIIIp1e with a lower

limit of detection of .008ppm.

VIII Hr. 0lfBR '

Chip samples of dUDi.p material and wall row frOlltwo small gold

llhows on the north flank of Ht••00000and a copperoc:currence

associated with chlodUc alteration about 600m. weat of thesUllllll1t

did not return gold valuellof interest.

•
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