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1) INTRODUCTION
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Exploration Licence 7/85, West Montagu, has been held by Savage
Resources Ltd. since 21.8.1985.

No work has been done in the area since the previous annual report.
A review of the company's committments has been taking place and a
decision made to drop the area.

At the time the ground was taken up it was anticipated that staff
and resources could be transferred to it with the anticipated wind down
of the Savage River exploration effort. But instead a limit of a
different kind has developed with heavy committments of staff and
finance in developing prospects, which have been given priority over
grassroots exploration.

2) EXPLORATION PHILOSOPHY

The area was taken up in the hope of locating a Telfer style gold
in ironstone deposit in the sediments of the Smithton Group, which has
a gross similarity to the sediments at Telfer. A secondary aim was to
continue the search for tin-tungsten mineralisation in the Northern
Domal Structure at Robbins Beach, which may itself be the expression
of an underlying granite high, and which appeared to have a capping
of carbonates.

Magnetic traverses were considered capable of picking out anomalies
that would relate to ironstone horizons and point source pyrrhotite
replacement bodies.

Once the principle area of magnetic activity had been shown to be a
fragmental basalt body, weak gold anomalies found in the basalts were

. taken as leads to gold mineralisation c.f. that in the Victorian green­
stones of similar age. The gold/magnetics association is at best
tentative.

The strandplain deposits covering the investigated area may contain
beach placers, most probably at the foot of the escarpment marking the
inland limit of the strandplain. The heavy minerals in such a placer
could be examined for gold in place of a pan concentrate study of the
drainage, which would be inappropriate in a strandplain area.
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Finally, Guilline (1959) reports chromite concentrations in gravels
further south, which raises a possibility of platinoids etc. concentrating
in fossil beach placers.

3) SUMMARY OF EXPLORATION WORK

The work was confined to the northern domal structure, and the nature
and timing much modified in an attempt to mollify a very difficult local
landowner.

Initial magnetometer scout lines put in along property tracks and
fences led to selection of the Plowright grid area, where further grid
lines were put in and anomalies followed up with Wacker device sampling.

~

Bedrock samples proved to be mainly fragmental basalts with minor pelites?
The basalts have a small outcrop area just south of the grid. Assay
results included some low order gold anomalies. This work is reported
in the first annual report (Annett,_1986).

Results were considered sufficient to warrant a northward extension
of the magnetometer coverage, which was completed but the proposed follow
up sampling was deferred and eventually abandoned. (Annett and Shannon,
1987).

4) CONCLUSIONS

The work completed did not succeed in testing the original target
concepts, however the gold response in the fragmental basalt may be a halo
of enrichment. The basalt was not expected in the grid area and it could
be a breccia pipe occurrence, otherwise the basalt subcrop is more
extensive than contemplated by Geopeko and includes magnetically Quiet
basalts as well as obviously magnetic varieties. The escarpment originally
mapped by Geopeko as the basalt boundary is a seascarp which need not
correspond to a change in bedrock lithology.

The complication caused by having the basa"lt meant that the magnetics
appronch to targets did not work out, however the anomalies of the northern
extension of the grid may fit the original concept better.

4.
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