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E.L.36/89 is located at Lune River in Southern Tasmania with
access via North Lune Road and South Lune Road and is in

State Forest. The E.L. was granted on 16/3/1990.

The area of the E.L. covers 6 s.k.m. but drilling is restricted

to areas marked 'A' and 'B' on plan 782 registered in the DMMR
and attached to the licence document. Drill holes to be

terminated at the water table.

~~arl-0f Previous Expl£ratio~

Some exploration for high grade quartzite was undertaken by

M.C.Forster of Louisa Mining Corporation N.L. within S.P.L.91

in 1971, (report 9.6.1971) T.G.Summons 1981/29 Mines Dept.. &

Report. V.M.Threader & C.A.Bacon 1987/35 Silica deposits in

the Hastings Caves - Lune River area. Department of Mines.
A leOO tonne sample of quartzite from a site just south of the

North Lune Road within N.L.86M/88 was mined in 1990 and
transported to B. H.P. 's Temco plant at Bell Bay for trial
smelting • Production samples indicated high chemical grade

from this deposit, however reserves at this site were too

small for long term reserves. The programme for E.L.36/89

aimed at locating further reserves of this grade.

Previous work had located quartzite in'Area 'A' and 'B' (plan 782)

and it was thought that a few 10-20m drill holes would test

the grades and hardness of these rocks. 'Prospecting Claims'

were proposed to cover the area for the one or two days which
woul.d be required to test the deposits, however this proposal

was rejected by DNMR.(The cost and time involved in obtaining

an E.L. for such a low value mineral,is high.)

~;el,2E.ati.£:':.E~ilos£p~ ,..
Siliceous sedimentary rocks are inferred to underl.ie Odovician

"age 'Gordon Limestone' in the Lune River area, and one high

grade quartzite bed may be present. The grade of this bed may
depend on leaching factors, and the extent of re-silicification.

High grade surface samples of'tlan turn to sand at shallow depth.



The aim of the work is to locate quartzite

partly leached but still strong enough for
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which has been
the smelting process.

•
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E.L.36/89 was granted on 16/3/90 and scout drilling was
undertaken shortly afterwards.

A track mounted, single unit,hydrolic percussion drilling unit

(Benders) was walked to Area 'A' from the North Lune Road.
A sharp quartzite ridge, about 30m high occurs in this area

but does not show up on the 1 :25,000 map sheet.
Ten holes were put down at various locations along this ridge,

both sides and from the top. In all cases the hard surface
case of quartzite was less than 2m thick, below which was

white sand or very soft weathered rock.soili~ samples were taken•
Most hol.es were taken to 10-12m depth.

The rig was then moved to are8 'B' vi8 the South .' ;Lune Road
and a further 12 holes were put down on the N-S trending ridge.

Here there is little outcrop but previous work (1971) with 8

bulldozer uncovered high gr8de but soft quartzite.

However, the drilling again found only white sand or very soft

rock to depths of up to 12m. No samples were taken.

The field work to test for the high grade quartzite,by drilling,

required only two days work. Would not 8 Prospecting Claim
with DMMR regul8tion be a better way?

CONCLUSION-----
The drilling work in areas 'A' & 'B' gave no indication

that hard quartZite was present in these areas. No other quartzite
deposits have been found within the E.L. other than within

M.L. 8611/88 and 5811/80. A small tonnage of high grade cap rock

is present in area 'A~.

Rehabilitation of work areas was not necessary as no damage--------
was done to the environment with the tracked drilling rig.
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