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Introduction

This report details activities in the licence area during the fifth

year of tenure. These activities consisted of:

1. A line of 4 churn drill holes in the New River area

2. Further excavator prospecting in the old workings (tributary to New River)

3. Excavator prospecting in the Dorset River in the southern portion of the

licence.

The 1icence has been in force for fi ve years and has been reduced

to 50% of its area as shown on fi gure 2 of thi s report in accordance with

government policy.

Exploration 1992-3

Figure 1. A line of four holes was drilled on the north side of New

River on the Mineral Banks property.

but no economic grades were found.

Go1d was recorded ina11 holes

Logs:

No.

72 0-5

0-9

9 - 13

Log

Clayey gravel

As above with iron oxide fragments
(limonite)

Gravel

•

No. of Gold Particles

2 at 5m

20 (most 11 - 11.5)

13 - 14.5 Clay - bedrock

73 0-7

7 - 13

Cl ayey gravel 2 at 7m

11 scattered

74

13 - 14.5 Grey angular sandstone fragments in
fine sand with 1 cm nodules of limonite

o - 9.5 Clayey gravel 1 at 7m

9.5-15.5 Clayey gravel quartz grains and white 21
clay pellets at 13m
Abundant limonite pellets at B.o.H.

Whlte quartz and wh1te clay pellets 4
Angular 11ght grey bedrock fragments
at B·o.H.

75 0-9

9 - 13

Clayey gravel 1 at 5m
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No assays were taken as gold grades were so low. As an indication of

grade, 1 grain (particle) of gold in previous assays (at this distance

from source) weighs 45011m so 20 particles weigh 9 mg or 45Omg/m3
• This is

equivalent to an average grade of 45mg/m3 at a depth of 10m. It is presently

estimated that cut off grade is around 300 mg/m'.

These four holes were a11 on or close to bedrock but none intersected

economic gold values or a clearly defined channel. Holes 72 and 74 had the

highest values and contained channel deposits. It is thought that the lead

(buried channel) lies close to or even below the present course of the

stream and it is probable that this line of holes did intersect the lead but

at a point of low values.

Figure 2. Ten excavator pits were dug around part of the abandoned

workings of the New River Alluvial Gold Mining Syndicate. The purpose of the

exercise was to test the gold grade of tailings but as before, wet conditions

made this,. impractical. The area would need to be drained before access is

possible.

The machine used was a 3t Komatsu with a 3m reach and was unable

to reach bottom at the northern end of the tailings. Six pits were dug and

no gold was recorded.

Four holes were dug in unworked ground surrounding the tailings and one

of these (no.7> recorded high grade (estimated grade 19m/m') at 3m which

is on bedrock. Thi s confi rms previ ous fi ndi ngs that i so1ated high grade

pockets of alluvial wash exist around the edges of the workings but it is

doubtful if they would constitute a workable deposit. If, however, there was

a nearby mining operation, either in the proven area downstream or in

the tailings, they would probably be worth working.

Figure 3. Four excavator pits were dug at the extreme southern
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end of the 1fcence but the ground was too wet and ft was beyond the capacfty

of the machfne to bottom these gravels. It fs fntended to examfne thfs

area with a bigger capacfty machine durfng the comfng summer.

Exp1oratfon Programme 1993-4

It fs proposed to bulk sample the New Rfver Lead to assess gold recovery

under productfon condftfons.

Prospectfng by excavator will continue next summer in the Dorset

Ri ver valley in the south of the 1icence area. Detai 1ed programmes for

these operati ons will be submitted for approval at the approprfate time.
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• 71 Churn drill hole ( • 1993 drflling)
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Excavator Pit locations in
abandoned alluvial workings

Scale 1 • 2500

I to 4

Figure 4
E.L.4/88 Pera Flats
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Excavator pHs
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